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 Winter is likely to be upon us ere long if the Country Loon’s predictions are up to their usual accuracy. As I look back on the year with its momentous economic impact, its MPs’ expenses impropriety, the continual attrition in Afganistan, and the Inadequacies (or is it just incompetence) of the MOD we might well feel that the nation has had an annus horribilus as her Majesty would say.
And yet, in Lower Deeside we may indeed be blest Rien plus change. There is still no sign of the New Irvine Arms; the promised Sewage plant extension is still hull down over the horizon; the new Drumoak School is still being talked about, and the debate/consultation about the Park Quarry ECO village is, well, ongoing.

Perhaps we should be thankful and put our frustrations into perspective. Our environment still uplifts the spirit. Our various communities get on very well with no particular strife that I am aware of. 
So have a very happy festive season together with all your loved ones, and may 2010 be an improvement of this old tired year for you.

Editor
Fiona Milne, the Crathes Castle Senior Ranger   tells us a few facts about winter greenery

Winter in the woods

The woods are looking a little bare now but take a look at the trees which have kept their leaves and continue to give us beautiful colour throughout the winter months.

Who can miss the spectacular yew tree by the side of the Woodland Walk in the Old Wood of Drum?  Every child (and many grown ups!) who has ever passed by it will have clambered around the branches.  We’re not sure how old it is but yew trees live a very, very long time.  In fact yew has long been associated with eternal life due to its long life span.  The Fortingall Yew in Perthshire is thought to be somewhere between 5,000 and 9,000 (yes, thousand) years old.  

Clippings from the amazing yew hedges in Crathes Castle Garden are often collected and sent for processing into a drug called Toxicol used to treat cancer.  Another link to life perhaps.

The spectacular Douglas firs which edge the western side of the Old Wood form a wind break which protects the woods from the worst of our weather.  If they were not there the damage done to the other trees in the wood would be much worse than it is.  Rub the needles in your hands and a lovely citrus scent is released.  If you’re out and about as the sun is rising or setting admire the 
warm red coloured bark of the towering Scots pine trees.  The Scots pine was the only large conifer to struggle back to Britain after the last ice age.  The seeds provide food for red squirrels, coal tits and cross bills and the needles make a lovely warming tea for us to enjoy too.

The winter months wouldn’t be complete without images of holly popping up everywhere.   The bright red berries are only present on female trees.  A good crop of berries used to be thought of as a sign of a hard winter to come but in reality it is the result of a good summer just past.  Every one who has every made Christmas decorations from holly is familiar with the sharp spikes on the leaves but look near the top of the tree and you’ll see that the leaves have much smoother edges with far less spines.  Have a look under a holly tree at the fallen leaves and see if you can find ones which have come from the top and ones which have come from the bottom.

Enjoy your winter walk in the woods.  

Fiona Milne

The New Man at our Castles
Gareth Clingan is the recently appointed Property Manager for the National Trust for Scotland’s castles at Crathes and Drum, and readers may like to know a bit about him and his vision for the future of our well loved castle neighbours.

Gareth, brought up on a dairy farm in Dumfriesshire, gained a degree in Tourism Management in Edinburgh. Then worked for three years as Head Guide at the Royal Collection at the Palace of Holyrood House before moving on to become Visitor Experience Manager at the highly successful Royal Yacht Britannia in Leith.  He has always wanted to “run his own show” in the tourist industry and the Property Management role at Crathes and Drum will build on his extensive tourist services experience, give him a significant challenge and will bring him much closer to the land – something he has missed in  Edinburgh. 

He greatly admires the achievements of the Trust, recognises that there have been mistakes in the past, and believes that, in time other events will occur leading to a much closer cooperation and alliances between the Trust and other organisations charged with promoting the physical wellbeing of Scotland such as Historic Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage.

Gareth is under no illusions concerning the cash strapped Trust. As he points out, many properties came to the Trust in the first place as the previous owners were running out of funds, and he sees his role as maximising both castles income to ensure their long term viability. Although very different in character, he sees that both castles are deep rooted in the community which has considerable pride in them, and as steps are taken to improve their financial viability, he hopes to involve the local community. He also is convinced that the Trust will need to improve visitor information with respect to the running costs of the properties. For example how parking charge fees go to provide the car parks and how well used paths need to be maintained. 

Crathes he sees as the key family attraction, due to the prior investment in the recently built restaurant and shop.  Current plans will involve rearranging space to build on successes such as the restaurant, and introduce new activities where existing spaces are underutilised. Ideas include a family history centre space for community activities, and an improved sales area. As these plans develop Gareth is convinced he will need the help of the local community, and gaining their involvement will be a considerable challenge. Gareth welcomes all ideas and feedback you may have on the two properties.

Drum is the oldest of the country’s NTS properties, and has a unique charm that does not lend it to a similar development strategy to Crathes. It is a smaller more intimate property and grounds. It is also the nearest Castle to Aberdeen city and Gareth believes the main thrust of income generation will come from events, weddings, and small corporate conferences and entertaining. Couples planning a wedding might be interested to know that a new Gazebo will shortly be built in the Rose Garden to further facilitate marriage ceremonies.

Gareth Clingan is a young man with a passion for his country and his work. Our local castles will be safe in his hands and if anyone can help turn the fortunes of the NTS round – he can.   We wish him every success.









Editor
Christmas at Drum –
There is no Holly Fest at Drum this December.

I didn’t appreciate it had such a fan club, until I decided to take a break from it.  Stallholders, holly lovers, story tellers, charity peer groups have emerged from the stonework in droves, pleading with me to think again for 2010.

So why cancel?

The weather in 2008. Remember?  Torrential rain and wind for most of the weekend.  Stallholders in galoshes’; rivers flowing through the shelter tent into the courtyard; crafters deserting by the dozen on the Sunday; dark by 3pm and elderly volunteers frozen into their hi-vis jackets, paralysed by the weather. All that work and no visitors to speak of, only 25% of the normal number.  I had to keep reminding myself that it was the first time in 20 years when it had been so so foul for both days.

Holly Fest was started as a way of paying for the cherry picker needed to prune and shape the Victorian hollies.  It brought together a traditional and dying skill, taught to me by the old grieve at Craibstone; a ‘real’ material, for centuries used to represent everlasting life through the winter months; a plant that was the heraldic symbol of the Irvine clan and that was found in abundance in the gardens and woods of Drum Estate.  

Holly Fest celebrated holly and was at the heart of Drum’s seasonal events.  It was the culmination of the year for all the event volunteers who had cheerfully manned tickets, teas and teddy bear’s parades.  For two weeks, they enthusiastically stuck into tearing up holly, wiring fir cones, manufacturing bows; all to be sold over one weekend of Christmas celebration.  It was the best sort of Christmas market, old fashioned, friendly, happy, and as far from the frenzy and claustrophobic commercialisation of the Christmas High Street as you could imagine. We had even built up a reputation of it being a safe place for men to do their Christmas shopping with many stallholders offering help with selection of gifts and wrapping!  Even in the bad weather that plagued the 2008 Holly Fest, we raised enough to cover the cost of the cherry picker and to cover some of the seasonal gardener’s hours.

Then came the announcements of cuts in the NTS and in particular of cuts in garden staff. 30% of seasonal hours and the loss of my only full time gardener post.  Drum was apparently on a knife edge, close to being shut, difficult to justify keeping it open.  Budget deficits were quoted.  My own job was on the line.

In these circumstances, I had no option but to withdraw from Holly Fest and indeed from the other 15 events I was routinely organising.  Back to being a full time gardener.  It is refreshing!  A lot of energy goes into recruiting and managing volunteers and whilst this tends to be a constantly changing team, there are at last a scattering of folk finding their way up from Drumoak and Durris.  Thank you to all of them.  I have always encouraged volunteers; they bring with them new stories, fresh ideas and a whole load of motivation!  Without them, the garden would have gone under this year.  They are the reason I stay; they keep me off my knees.

We have a new Senior Assistant, Laura Paterson and a new Functions Manager, Sarah Hopkins at Drum.  This with the newish Property Manager, Gareth Clingan, overseeing Drum & Crathes, bodes well for our future.  There are new ideas in the pipeline for events and for generating income to support Drum.  Holly Fest may even come back.  But we need you, all of you to support us. 2010 could be make or break year for Drum.  Help us.

Visit us...Take out membership...Tell your friends and relatives about Drum – we are still too much of a secret... Sponsor a new seat, book repairs in the library, plant labels...Visit us...Buy a family membership as a Christmas gift... Volunteer in the garden, on the estate, in the castle, at events...If you are not a member, remember to pay your parking fee – it helps repair the footpath that you walk your dog on...Volunteer to help with databases...Visit us...Remember to pay your garden entry fee – it keeps me and the seasonal gardeners employed and allows us to continue creating a pleasant place for you to visit...Consider getting married here or having a family celebration...visit us... take out membership, and Use it.
 The whole property is a wonderful asset, open to the public and very precious in the midst of eco village threats, WPR’s, airport extensions, and housing developments.

It is fragile. Please contribute, whenever you can, however you can.

Diana Robertson, Head Gardener

PS

If you would like a traditional wreath, holly berries or Christmas foliage, let me know and I’ll see what I can do. There are volunteers with holly deprivation symptoms. D.
Observations of a Country Loon

Listeners to radio Scotland’s Out of Doors programme – broadcast every Saturday morning – will have heard over the past year much mention given of a clear jelly which can be found almost worldwide. Analysts from many countries have in the last few years examined the jelly in great detail to try and establish its source, but they could find no trace of any D.N.A samples to suggest it could have come from any bird or animal life, neither is there enough proof to indicate the jelly could have been blown off water surfaces. It was suggested by some scientist it could be caused by shooting stars when they hit the earth’s atmosphere and burn out, there is some indication that a jelly would remain then shower on to the earth’s surface. Listeners heard some of the scientists being interviewed by the Out of Doors team. It was then decided to put the subject on their web site, within a week they had over half a million hits, this resulted in a film crew from a New York university coming across to film them speaking on what listeners were promised would be the last time the jelly would be given a mention on the Out of Doors programme. Many of the listeners thought it could be frog ovaries or frog egg masses but a professor of biology from a New York university didn`t think there was enough evidence to prove it being such. “So it looks affa like we hinna heard the eyn o`t yet. Us country folk back in the `50s and `60s afore there wis mechanical diggers an afore chemicals decimated the puddocks, we cleaned oot ditches bi haan, wi a shuvel and spad; it wis maistly din at a time o frosty wither, this resulted in thoosands o hibernatin paddocks bein thrown oot  wi the dubs, we hid them aa tae throw back as they waur a big freen o the fairmers in thae days. The heron and the craws especially, kent the puddocks hid been disturbed so there was much attenchion pey`d tae the ditch and the dubs fin we waurna aboot, resulting in a lot o puddocks bein fish`t oot and pickit oot for a meal. Back in thae days we saa plenty of fit they noo caa star jelly – fa cuid hae thocht up that for a name – we aa kent it as puddock ova or puddock slime. A slicht breeze can mak the slime move alang on ony surface and a richt strong side wind can force it up tree trunks makin ye think it was alive. When a bird regurgitates fae the crap, ither birds and animals will quickly devour it – we hae aften seen that happen ahin he ploo – but when, whatever they eat gyangs richt doon the gullet an gets the ful treatment o the queerin wi its fluids, and then regurgitated, neither bird nor animal will go near it.” The fluids must surely remove all traces of D.N.A otherwise scientist would accept that the slime belonged to puddocks. While I have been writing this article our friend Karen phoned, she was somewhat concerned, thinking she had found some substance set in order to poison red kite it turned out to be ova slime on top of a big bale of straw. 

There appear to be more wood mice – apodemus sylvaticus – around this autumn mainly because of the abundance of fruit and seeds available; tempting them on to the bramble bushes and hawthorns before nightfall. Wood mice are Britain’s most abundant mammal it is also the most efficient breeder, - faster than they can be eaten – over two thousand pair can be bred from one pair per year, seldom do they die of old age, few would live over two years. The wood mouse is known in the north east as the field mouse and in other areas as the long tailed mouse. One of the best sightings I have ever had of a wood mouse was when I caught a glimpse of a movement on a tree near to Drum Loch, there it was, a wood mouse clinging to the trunk in an upside down position, almost immediately a damsel fly landed a meter below the mouse, in one giant leap the mouse caught the damsel fly and landed amongst the undergrowth a further two meters below, making a good escape with a good meal. Being nocturnal the owl the cat and the fox would be their greatest predators; having large back feet helps them to leap kangaroo style often bounding  along with their front feet tucked up giving them greater speed. Looked upon as more of a friend than foe by the farming community they were seldom killed intentionally on farms because more than half their food intake was creepy crawlies and snails. “Withoot a doot the maist famous moose o them aa wis the een Robbie Burns pey`d a tribute tae in his famous poem, and, without a doot that moose wis a wood moose; the wordin o the poem tells it aa. The moosie bein stopit breedin ower the winter months wis cuddled up in its nest wi a store o seeds near at haan ready tae ate faan it cam oot o its tropid state,jist faan the ploo hit the nest. The moosie set aff at a bickerin – brattle wi nae bein jist come tae its sell. Aye a daimen icker is a sma request compared tae the benefits fairmers hiv got fae oor freen the wood mouse.

This yeer wi hiv seen mair ova slime, mair puddocks, mair fruit and mair wood mice than normal, could it be we are aboot tae see mair frost than normal? I think so.
The Country Loon
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Drumoak Durris and Crathes 

Bowling Club

Our closing of the Outdoor Bowling Season on Saturday 19 September was a very well supported event with 36 bowlers taking part.  The evening dinner and prize giving held at the Irvine Arms on Friday 25 September was also very successful.  We congratulate all our competition winners and thank the staff at the Irvine Arms for producing a really first class meal which added to the enjoyment of the evening.  

On Saturday 7 November, we held our annual Scottish Concert at the Bowling Club Pavilion. The event was greatly enjoyed by all, and my thanks to all who gave up their time to perform and to organize such a first class evening.
Our Burns Supper at the Bowling Pavilion is on Saturday 16 January 2010.  Tickets for this event will cost £12.  We look forward to a very entertaining evening with a first class line-up of artists.

Our members are well represented in the Winter Indoor League competitions this year and we wish our teams taking part the very best for the Season.

As part of our commitment to the community our Bowling Club invites local groups to hire the Bowling Pavilion for activities such as keep fit; children’s parties etc.  A small hourly charge would be made.

As we look forward to the New Year we will face the challenge of attracting new members.  We encourage all ages to come along to the Bowling Club to participate in our sport.  A very warm welcome awaits you and many experienced players will be on hand to give advice and encouragement.

The Festive Season will soon be with us and we wish all our members and the community a very Happy Christmas and hopefully a recession free New Year.

Tickets for the events outlined above may be had from the Club Treasurer, Stanley Milton, 01330 811373 or Club President, Dave Stuart, on 01330 811826 or any committee member.

Dave Stuart

Club President
.

SANTA SPECIALS          
[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image4.wmf]           
Royal Deeside Railway
      Milton of Crathes, Banchory

EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

FROM 5th to 20th DECEMBER

First Train 11am then every

half-hour until Last Train 4pm

New this year -

Sunday December 27th:   Mince Pie Specials

Saturday January 2nd:     Hangover Specials!

www.deeside-railway.co.uk
All services operated by Deeside Railway Company Ltd
on behalf of Royal Deeside Railway Preservation Society

Readers will be aware that there has been some controversy in the press over the railway recently. The following might add to their insight, and reading between the lines it would seem that some authorities remain determined to make this volunteer group’s task as difficult as possible.  Read on  

Royal Deeside Railway Update
2009 has been the Railway’s best year yet for train operations.  Public services have been run every Sunday from Easter to the end of September, plus Saturdays in the summer and Wednesdays during school holidays. On the construction front, however, it has been a different story, for a number of reasons.

When the Railway’s original (year 2000) planning application to Aberdeenshire Council was granted in 2006, it was made subject to some 25 conditions.  Some of these were simple and straightforward; some were complex and far-reaching.  Some do not come into play until a later stage of development, but It has to be admitted that some of these conditions were not met when they should have been.  This has led to a complex and difficult debate this year between the Railway and the Council’s officers.  Both sides have made efforts to resolve the situation and – in recent days - good progress has been achieved:-

· Planning permission has finally been granted for a temporary Engine Shed at Milton of Crathes station.  This is an essential pre-requisite to the arrival of the steam locomotive Bon Accord.  Good preparatory work means that the Shed and its short siding can be constructed quite quickly.  This means that the former Aberdeen Gasworks shunter should appear - perhaps even in steam – at the Santa Specials from early December, although the delay has meant that it is unlikely to be pulling public services until the New Year.

· A Minute of Agreement has been signed by the Council and the Railway.  This requires the Railway to meet outstanding planning conditions fully, within a limited period.  In return, the Council will withdraw its longstanding formal Objection to the Railway’s application for a statutory Light Railway Order.  The LRO is required, amongst other things, so that the Railway can operate public services over the Level Crossing which is to be built at Birkenbaud.  Withdrawal of the Council’s Objection should help to improve the chances of the LRO being granted by the Scottish Government.

· The Railway has undertaken to resurface and, in certain cases, partially to upgrade some areas of the Deeside Way, relating to our application, to bring it into line with specification.  The Council will accept responsibility for long term maintenance of the path.  Agreements were also reached about the new sections of the path, including the new pedestrian bridge across the Burn of Bennie.  The Council acknowledged that it has responsibility for the path to the west of Cordiner’s sawmill. 

There remain problems to be solved in respect of the relocation of the historic Oldmeldrum Station building to the platform at the Milton of Crathes.  Because it has to be dismantled in order to move it from Oldmeldrum, Building Control are currently insisting on reconstruction being to the latest building codes, on issues including insulation and access.  This adds significantly to the costs, as well as compromising the original intention, which was to preserve a historic structure in a sympathetic context.  The Railway are trying to negotiate sensible exemptions from current building codes.

Work at the Railway is now focusing on preparing for operations at the year-end.  These will include Santa Specials (5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20 December), the Mince Pie Special (27 December) and the Hangover Special (2 January).

The Railway operates on a wholly-voluntary, unpaid, basis.  Money generated from operating trains is invested back into developing the line.

Early in the New Year, it is hoped to start work on the constructing the level crossing at Birkenbaud (where the track currently ends) and laying the next section of track, which will run about 200 yards westwards from there.

Further information is available from http://www.deeside-railway.co.uk 
John Hopkins

The ECO Village
The consultation goes on
As mentioned in the September Newsletter CHAP and their consultants carried out further presentations and consultations in Drumoak and Durris. These took the form of many artist’s sketches and lots of nice photographs, but as yet nothing concrete, indeed the architect present was reluctant to say how many actual houses the site will be designed to accommodate.

One of the fears raised at the previous consultations was the belief that, with the time scale of the development, the promises with regard to infrastructure and planning gain will fall by the wayside given Aberdeenshire Council’s poor record in ensuring enforcement. In the current consultations, CHAP have floated the idea of a Social Enterprise Trust (SET) as a means of allaying these fears. In essence the SET comprises a number of shareholders:- 

Village residents/home owners 

       Local Authority 

                                     Business Traders in the village                                      The wider Drumoak and Durris Community           Chap

The SET Aims and Objectives

To maintain the financial sustainability of the SET To create employment in the community                To promote the Social Community of the village and the wider community


  To actively encourage, improve and maintain a clear,positive environmental and social policy.
Whilst the aims and objectives look very laudable in print one struggles to understand what they will actually mean in real life. How does SET maintain financial sustainability, create employment and promote social community?  
CHAP and their consultants will need to do much more work on the SET aspect of their project if they are to win over the local Drumoak and Durris residents.
It is unusual for residents to write letters to the Newsletter, but CHAP’s presentation has spurred two of them to put pen to paper, .and possibly many more people share their sentiments. The Newsletter will also publish any resident’s letters in support of the ECO village   - Editor 
Letters to the editor
 

Sir,

I attended the CHAP exhibition on the proposed ‘Park Village’ in Drumoak Church Hall on 29 September.  The company deserves thanks for presenting their plans both clearly and attractively.  What questions did I come away with?

 

1.  The site proposed for a development of at least 1,000 houses has been chosen solely because it is the site of a quarry.  It may be excellent for sand and gravel – but is it excellent for houses?

2.  If Aberdeenshire planners were looking for the site for a new small town near Aberdeen would this site be considered if it was still farmland?  Would it not be better to consider a site closer to the city, adjacent to the new Western Peripheral Route?

3.  The proposed community will, it seems to me, be largely a dormitory for city workers.  Is the concept of making it a place of work realistic, or desirable?  Soon – ‘Park Industrial Estate’?

4.  CHAP was originally given permission to quarry east of the Park Bridge road, and later west of that road, on condition that they reinstate the site for rural use.  It is understandable that they now wish to alter this condition: reinstatement is costly, houses are profitable.  But can I be confident that they will not seek later to alter conditions laid down for any village development?

5.  Recent developments in our vicinity do not indicate that the Council have advanced ideas of sustainable community development to which they are determined that developers must adhere.  (I was amused to see that a sketch used by the consultants to illustrate ‘undesirable development’ almost exactly illustrated a new development not a thousand miles from Drumoak!)  Will the concept of a sustainable community with mixed, environmentally friendly housing actually materialise?  Will all the houses, ‘executive-style’ and ‘affordable’, be truly eco-friendly?  Will roads be improved, a school built, land set aside for recreation?  Houses bring profit; roads, schools, land cost money.  Will CHAP take the former, and the taxpayer pay for the latter?  When the next credit crunch comes, will road improvements and school developments be dropped and ‘empty’ land filled with more houses?

6.   Concerning the Social Enterprise Trust, my thoughts are that such trusts best arise from the grassroots – the Finzean/Birse trust is a local example of a truly community affair.  Will a trust created top down actually be powerfully useful? 

 

I think that many current residents in the vicinity can readily identify the ‘planning losses’ associated with this proposal.  But what of the ‘planning gains’?  Can we identify them?  Can we be confident that they will actually materialise?  
NIMBYism is often decried; but this is unreasonable for if we do not look after our own back yard, and indeed seek to improve it, who else will do so?

Dr Adrian Marshall, Drumoak

Sir,
Having attended the meeting and presentation on the 29th September, it was a little disappointing to count only 20 or so people attending the presentation, but the questions and discussions followed a familiar course, and failed to convince me that there is an urgent requirement for an 'eco-village'.

Bill Burr and his extremely professional accomplices had some very impressive material conjuring up ideallic visions of how 'our' eco village will now look. The thinking behind the recent introduction of a Social Enterprise Trust Group, however came across very poorly, lacked supporting evidence, and can only be interpreted as another ploy to attract local support.

It is noticeable how much investment Chap are continuing to make in promoting their 'village' with consultancy, artworks, TV ads etc., and the confidence they must still have in getting a green light from Aberdeenshire Council. This expenditure must be proportional to their anticipated sizeable profit on selling their 1,500 houses, (as opposed to their 'cost' to reinstate the land). Despite their continued boasting of local consultation and gathering of (supportive) feedback, I believe there is now little point in continuing to provide feedback to Chap, as regardless of the views of the Durris and Drumoak population, they are hell-bent on pushing this through. Therefore we are in the hands of our local Elected Members and the Planning officials.

The Community Newsletter is the most effective communication we have for reaching everyone in this area. Can I suggest that CDDCC now strongly advise everyone to write/email their views direct to our Elected Members and the Aberdeenshire Planning Dept, and not to waste any more time in providing responses to Chap's carefully crafted 'consultation'process.     

  Mark Ansell, Durris                                                       
Drumoak Primary School
There is a growing body of local opinion that Keithmuir Park would be a preferable location for the new school rather than the land adjacent to the electrical sub station at the top of the hill and on the periphery of the village. At the CDDCC meeting on  September 1st, it was agreed that CDDCC would write to the Authorities to advise then that CDDCC still support the plan for a new school in Drumoak, but having found the School Council’s  case for the Keithmuir Park site compelling. CDDCC wish this revised representation to be accepted albeit post the deadline for consultation. A response is still awaited.
Meanwhile the School Council have also been busy. They have started a petition requesting that the proposed site for the new school be changed to Keithmuir Park. This petition has already gained 100 signatures of parents and is about to be launched into the wider community. So if you care about our school sign the petition!

The School Council also hope to have a further meeting with the Director of Education, Bruce Robertson on the subject.
At the last School Council meeting on 27th October,  concern was also expressed about the lack of progress on the extension of the sewage plant, and the possibility that the new school once approved could also be delayed due to the inadequacy of the Drumoak’s sewage capacity – a similar case to the postponement of the new Irvine Arms reported in previous Newsletter issues.
The Return of the Sewage Saga
It seems that the Drumoak Sewage plant extension has still not made it onto Scottish Water’s priority list. A few weeks ago local residents principally from Sunnyside Gardens met with Aberdeenshire Council and Scottish Water representatives at an onsite meeting re the smell and were told by the Scottish Water team that work on this extension would commence between 2010 and 2014.  Not much sign of urgency there.
Despite the intervention of our local MSP Mike Rumbles there is still no sign of action. Mr Rumbles had a meeting with Scottish Water on site in 2007 and at that time was satisfied that progress was about to be made. He has followed this up several times especially when local residents complain of the smell. Scottish Water’s Chief Executive Mr Richard Ackroyd’s response to his last communication was to indicate that negotiations were now in an advanced stage with Stewart Milne homes and that he hoped to update local residents in the New Year. 
It is interesting that at a meeting chaired by Aberdeenshire South Area Manager on 1st May 2008 and including SW and AMH representatives, agreement was made on the way forward. Now more than 18 months later there is still no agreement. What have those people been doing?
In summary some five years after the approval to build 69 houses conditional on the provision of a sewage plant extension was made, we are no further forward. Other developments are on hold, the school sewage tie in postponed, physical work on the new Irvine Arms is halted, and people are passing from resignation (well what can you expect from Scottish Water and the planners)  to real anger. Delays to local projects in these times of recession impact on the local economy and jobs. 
This article was passed to Scottish Water for comment. They replied

Scottish Water would like to correct any impression that we are holding up development. We are not. We are in regular contact with the various developers and if you have any queries about the timing of their developments you should approach them. We are of course working with SMH regarding the planned upgrade of the treatment works.

As we explained to Mr Rumbles the project to upgrade the works is due to be included in our forthcoming investment programme. We are waiting for our regulator to finalise funding arrangements so at this stage we can't give timescales but as the programme becomes clearer in the coming months we will keep people informed.

On the issue of odour I know we have responded to a small number of calls about this. I would urge anyone who experiences a problem to give us a call on 0845 601 8855.
The cause of all this palaver is that Aberdeenshire Planning Service failed to ensure that the legal agreement between Stewart Milne Homes and Scottish Water were not completed before they recommended that Councillors approve the planning application. It is to be hoped that lessons have been learned. That catchall coverup for government failings.  Meanwhile all readers can do is phone 0845 601 8855 if there is a whiff of odour.

Scottish Water  -  On time! 
It is not all gloom and doom with Scottish water. The project engineers working on the aquaduct modifications and the upgrading of the Invercanny Water treatment process tell me that the work is well on schedule and should be completed by the end of the year. After which the site containers at Drumoak will be removed. Something to look forward to!
Crathes Drumoak and Durris Community Council (CDDCC) Snippets
A bouquet for our Community Policemen
CDDCC councillors have received a number of compliments from local residents on the performance of our Community Policeman PC Wayne Smart, and these have been passed on.
Road Safety Issues 
Myrebird Junction  It appears that the legal agreement between Council and landowner is now concluded. Perhaps physical action will happen soon.
Park Bridge Barrier      As yet there has been no adequate response from the Council’s road department on the inferior safety protection on the north side of the River where the vertical drop is greater than that on the protected south side. Cllr Graeme Clark is pursuing.

Steading Conversions
Two major steading developments have applied for planning consent.
Park Home Farm have applied to convert their existing steading into 9 houses (6- 2 bed and 3- 3 bed) and one business unit. CDDCC have raised no objections, and consider the smaller houses good starter homes.

Upper Park Farm  have an altogether more ambitious proposal. Their steading buildings are much more extensive and their plan is to convert them in their entirety. They request permission for 23 houses, 2 residential units and 3 business units. They plans, which are not comprehensive,  show 2 – 2 bed houses,  13 – 3 bed, 6- 4 bed and 5 – 5 bed houses.  The development really is a modern interpretation of a “Ferm Toon”. However CDDCC have raised a number of concerns on disproportionate development, landscape impact and perhaps most importantly the increasing risk of accidents on the Couper Road/A93 junction from the considerable increase in traffic generated by upwards of 70 additional cars.
Stop Press!

CDDCC held their Annual General Meeting on the 1st of December in Drumoak Church Hall. 

The following office bearers were elected:-
Chairman – David Morrish 


                 Vice Chairman - John Baillie

Treasurer – John Hopkins
As a result of two resignations, there are vacancies for Durris and Crathes members.  Please contact David Morrish if interested in learning more.
Charity begins at home
Local residents have been working very hard to raise money for good causes and the community has given them great financial support.

Macmillan Nurses

Jill Gow runs an annual coffee morning for Macmillan Nurses. This year the coffees drunk, and the bakes consumed exceeded her wildest expectations and raised a fantastic £450.00!!

Jill would like to thank all who supported the event and every one who helped.
Forget –me- not Club
Helen Cross opened her home for the day and many people dropped in for a coffee and a chat – and left her with a staggering £700.00 for this important local charity.  She would also like to  thank all who donated and helped.
The Biking Ghillie raises £20K Plus
Robert Harper, as we reported in the last Newsletter had initially set his sights on raising £4000 via a sponsored 400 kilometer bike ride through the Jordan Valley in support of the Nazareth Hospital and other primary healthcare programmes in Malawi, India and Nepal.

At the time of writing he is cheerfully on his way to meet the challenge, having raised an amazing  £20,340.68!  Well done Robert and good luck with the bike.

Disappointment at Durris Hall
Last issue raised the question Could you be the one? Regretfully no one has felt a calling to come forward as the new hall keeper for the Durris Kirkton Hall. If you are at all interested please call Derek Melvin (811 408) or Sheila Watt (844 613) in strictest confidence and they will tell you more about it.
Finally
Wishing all readers and their families a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year
Please drive safely!! 

Editor
The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is published four times per year as part of the Parish Newsletter (Dec. Feb. May. And Sep. The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is produced as a community service by the Parish Church.
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