The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is published four times a year as part of the Parish Newsletter                 (Dec Feb May and Sept) and is produced as a community service by the Parish Church [image: image1.wmf]

Summer – what summer I hear you ask – but no matter how it was, it is nearly gone. So as we looked out at the dripping trees and abandoned our hopes of strawberries and cream on the lawn, we could also commiserate with Diana Robertson’s thoughts on rain in this issue, and now that September is here all those hopes are gone.

I am reminded of a September 70  years ago when war was declared, and we had a an Autumnal phoney war. All too soon we were involved in a Herculean effort in defence of freedom with many allied soldiers making the ultimate sacrifice.
Father Denis Edward O'Brien U S Marine Corps puts it most succinctly
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

It is the Soldier, not the politician, who has given his blood, his body, his life, who has wrested these FREEDOMS from the corrupt.

"It is the Soldier, not the reporter, who has given us freedom of the press. It is the Soldier, not the poet, who has given us freedom of speech. It is the Soldier, not the campus organizer, who has given us the freedom to demonstrate. It is the Soldier, not the lawyer, who has given us the right to a fair trial..."
As we listen to the mounting casualties in our current campaigns his words still resonate.    Editor
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The Largest Coffee Morning in the Country.
Macmillan is an independent charity that exists to help improve the lives of people living with cancer and their families and carers. 1 in 3 of us will get cancer and we are all affected, and many of us may well have cause to be grateful for Macmillan nurses. 
 Every year the Macmillan Nurses hold a fund raising coffee morning at venues all over the country. This year the Drumoak fundraisers will hold theirs on  Friday 25th September from 10 am. - 12.30  in  the Drumoak Church Hall. Please come along enjoy a coffee, a tasty home bake and support a really good cause! All are welcome!

Donations to the sales table would be extremely welcome and also help to serve coffee on the day - please call Jill Gow on 01330 811 495.
 Could you be the one?
The Durris Kirkton Hall Committee are looking for a new hall keeper so that the current hall keeper, Eric Melvin, can retire after many years of stalwart service. 
Anyone who might be interested in this position should, in the first instance, contact

             Derek Melvin 
01330 811 408 or                     Sheila Watt   
01330 844 613 
Drumoak Durris and Crathes      Bowling Club 
The Bowling Club brings to an end its Outdoor season with the 'Closing of the Green' on Saturday 19 September 2009.  Our thanks to all who have participated in a very successful season.

We look forward to inviting the local community to our Scottish Concert on Saturday 7 November.  We will also be holding a Burns Supper on Saturday 16 
January 2010 and hope that this year the electric light will stay on although most were delighted with the 'candlelit supper' provided last time. 

Our Club looks forward to the continued support and participation of our community and, as such, encourage the younger generation to participate in club activities. Our Indoor season gets underway during the last week in September and we invite anyone who wishes to participate to join our Club for the Winter season.

Dave Stuart:  President

Durris Indoor Bowling Club

The Club’s Winter Session will start on Tuesday 29th September in the Kirkton Hall Durris at 7.00 pm. New members will be very welcome.

Phone 01330 811 763
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If you like jogging/running, why not join us at Drumoak Public Hall (Recycling Point) on Saturday mornings from 10-11am. We cater for all abilities from beginners (walk/jog) up to runners competing in 10K and more.  Support and encouragement offered to all.  If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Jacqui on (01330) 811761 or Michelle on (01330) 811941.
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Would you like to go for a short walk on a regular basis? There will be a ‘trial’ Health Walk on Wednesday 23 September. Please meet outside the Irvine Arms in Drumoak at 10.00 am.

Health Walks are: short – safe – social – local – level - led walks.

We will walk for about 45 minutes at an easy pace. You should wear firm shoes and appropriate clothing for the weather. If you would like to help as a walk leader, please contact Mark or come along to the walk.

If you have any enquiries please contact Mark Hagger on 01330 823418
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Margaret Tyndall was overwhelmed by the generosity of Drumoak and Durris residents who had put donations into the CDDCC tins situated in the Shop, the Irvine Arms, the Bowling Club and the Church, and given her a splendid bench for her garden in appreciation of her 47 years faithful service as Drumoak Post Mistress.
The presentation was made on 11th August by Sir Robert Smith MP, who has worked tirelessly to keep our rural Post Offices alive. It was made on one of the wettest days this summer, but fortunately there was enough space in Margaret’s garage to keep the bench and the small gathering dry. It is to be hoped that there will yet be many sunny days for Margaret to enjoy her bench.

A somewhat speechless Margaret says a big thank you to all who contributed.    
World famous star to visit Drumoak Church in November!!!!

Get ready for the amazing, awesome, totally fabulous Doug Horley’s Praise Weekend
Doug Horley is an internationally known children’s performer, evangelist and songwriter, whose music has been sung by 25 million people in 176 countries, including at our holiday bible clubs! His music is a mixture of pop, rock, hiphop and rap and he talks about his faith in a way that is easy to relate to, and with a brilliant sense of humour. He travels all over the world visiting churches and the great news is he will be coming to Drumoak Church in November with some of his team for a weekend of brilliant activities. Put it in your diary now!
On Saturday 21st November at 7pm he will put on a spectacular Family Praise Party: there will be music, (expect to dance a lot!) puppets, illusions, and breakdancers and a chance to hear Doug talk about Jesus. Bring your family along for a fun and funky evening! Contact Sarah Marshall for tickets or more information on 01330 811 767.                   

(email:marshalls.westcoldstream@btopenworld.com) Tickets are limited so please make sure you book early!

On Sunday 22nd November Doug Horley will be leading a Family Service at 10am at Drumoak Church. No ticket needed! 

Check out Doug’s website at www.duggiedugdug.co.uk to get a taste of his concerts (click on “Cinema”).

The Way We Were
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I was given the above photo which depicts a bye- gone rural age when sheep drives through Banchory were a common sight. Readers might well recognise the Banchory Town Hall to the right of the picture but some of the other buildings have changed somewhat. The absence of cars in the High Street is also noteworthy 
The story behind the picture comes from Mr Charlie Smith, late of Spyhill Durris, who recalls buying Hoggs  (young sheep still with their first fleece) at the Lanark Sales, shipping them by rail to Stonehaven, then driving them over the Slug Road to Durris. There would then be a further drive to Braemer for summer pasturing. This would take about six days for two shepherds and five dogs. 
This interesting snippet of life the way it used to be is only one of many – and there must be many more that can be told. So there is a new project about to be launched in our community.  – Read on
ANY OLD PHOTOGRAPHS  ?
Drumoak-Durris Church is planning a Community Event in late Spring 2010 when we hope to have on display old photographs of Drumoak and Durris and also show them on powerpoint.
 If you have any old photos, pre 1960, which would be of interest, e.g. schools, farm scenes, shops, transport, social events, weather conditions etc., we would appreciate if we could borrow them for a few days to copy them on disc.

If you would like to help please contact any of the undernoted:     
Eric Melvin       811352     Donald Keith      811763, 
Lil Ewen           824761 or Ronnie Mitchell  811900.

Medical  Notes

You will all, of course, be aware of the recent and current situation with respect to the influenza outbreak across the UK (so-called swine flu). As I write this article in late August it is difficult to know exactly how things will be when this newsletter is distributed, but July and early August have brought a definite increase in our work as a result of suspected flu. So far we have made only a relatively small number of positive diagnoses of likely swine flu, but the situation is likely to change as we move towards autumn and winter. Certainly in the last few weeks there seems to have been a definite decline again in new viral and flu-like cases, and this reflects the national experience across Scotland. By another month or two, however, we would expect to be beginning the vaccinations which will be offered to 100% of the population (with prioritisation of certain higher risk patients). Although impossible to predict the impact of the swine flu during the autumn and winter months, it may well be that some aspects of the usual GP service will be compromised if our flu work becomes increasingly demanding. 

Working as I do in a practice relatively peripheral to Aberdeen city centre we tend to deal with a significant number of casualties and accidents, particularly in the summer season when tourists are here to enjoy what our pleasant locality offers! With the River Dee near at hand one of our more common tasks is removing fish-hooks from assorted body parts, mainly around the head. I have been struck this year by the low incidence of this seasonal injury and find myself asking the question: are fishermen or women getting more adept at casting? However there are still plenty of wasp stings, sprained ankles and nasty cuts so our local accident service continues to thrive!

With best wishes      
Dr Douglas Harris,                                     Peterculter
Karelia Wright,  the Kincardine & Mearns Community Planning Officer, draws our attention to a useful child care resource
Childcare@home
Childcare@home is a registered charity operating on a not for profit basis, and it cares for children from both lone and two parent families.  Childcare is based in your own home and can be provided all or part of the day, before and after school/nursery to fit in with shift patterns, early starts, evenings and weekends.  The Childcare@home workers are experienced in childcare, and are rigorously vetted by reference checking, professional, personal and medical, and Enhanced Disclosure Scotland checks.  All the carers are fully qualified in First Aid, and attend regular training in all aspects of care and safety.

The Childcare@home scheme may be of particular interest to parents living in rural areas where there may be less availability of childcare.  For more information, please call 01467 641000 for their office at 2 High Street Kemnay, Inverurie AB51 5NB Email: aberdeenshire@childcareathome.org.uk or visit www.childcareathome.org.uk.

The Humble Bumble
Fiona Milne  Senior Ranger National Trust for Scotland give some insights on the buzzin of the bees
What would a summer’s day be without the buzz of bumblebees?  Bumble-bees do a vital job of pollinating wildflowers, fruit, vegetables and crops, and actually work longer hours than honey-bees.  There are 16 species of bumblebees in Scotland, but only 6 species commonly visit gardens in Scotland.  

We sometimes just take them for granted but get to know them better and you’ll see them in a whole new light.  Here are some bumble-bee facts and some tips on how you can help our busy friends.

Bees need nectar from March through to the end of September. Flowers and herbs which are rich in nectar, include chives, sage, thyme, comfrey, foxglove, single roses, lupins and delphiniums.  Good bee plants for late summer and autumn are viper’s bugloss, borage, catmint, lavender, rock-rose, teasel and the much maligned thistle!   Different species of bee have different lengths of tongues.  It’s important to plant a mixture of flowers which have tube shaped flowers for bees with long tongues and more open or flat flower heads to provide nectar for shorter tongued bees. 
Bumble-bees let their bee-buddies know if there is nectar left in a flower by using their feet to leave a chemical message on the flower.  If there is no more nectar a scent will be left to save the next bumble-bee the effort of visiting for no reward.

Because they are “furry” they can live further north than a lot of other insects, which means they are really important pollinators for us up here in the North-East.

Bumble-bees do make honey but in just enough quantities to feed their young, unlike honey-bees which produce enough to feed us too. 

Males have long, straight antennae whilst the females have shorter antennae with a bend in them like an elbow. Only females can sting but rarely do.

Only the Queen bee will survive the winter.  She over winters in a hole about 30cms deep, quite often in an old mouse nest.  You can help by excavating a hole, and lining it with dry grass, covering it up with a flower pot.  In the spring she will lay her eggs and incubate them just like a bird.  The first to hatch are all females who turn into worker bees.  The males will be born later and their sole purpose in life is to eat and mate with new queens.  

Identifying the different species involves looking at the colour and number of bands on the body.  A warning though, as bees get older their vibrant colours fade.  Perhaps, like humans, they like to think that they’re aging with “distinction”.

Fiona Milne
Can rain be inspiring?
Meanwhile Diana Robertson, Head Gardener at Drum Castle has some horticultural thoughts on rain
Looking out on yet another miserable afternoon, it is hard to see what is good about all this wet weather.

Torrential downpours have once again washed away our path surfaces, leaving gullies that would swallow up a buggy or two.  Four inch diameter pipes are no longer coping; nine inch is needed these days. Will this be enough for the weather in the next ten years?
A waterfall emerges from the dry stone wall adjacent to the accessible toilet every time it starts raining, flooding the area. Water is even rising up through the floor of the ladies’. Spouts designed to aid the pouring of oil onto one’s enemies in the thirteenth century, now become torrents, poring onto the heads of unwary tourists.  This water has no place to go.  It follows any path, gouging its own v-shaped valley in the process.
The lawns have become the waterbed for Jack’s Giant.  Every time he turns in his sleep, the ripple is felt in squelch.  The mowers, designed to do the biggest area in the shortest time, wade through the grass leaving ploughed furrows.  Grass that is unfortunately most inspired by rain, forms lush green swards, six inches deep in three days, the envy of every desert nomad. But try taking the six inch heels of the wedding party into the reception tent for their champagne celebration!  We have truly discovered a new ‘green’ way of aerating our lawns.
The rain has made other vegetation grow too.  Have you noticed the quantum size of oak leaves this year?  Berries too are hanging in bucketfuls and are huge. We have blackcurrants the size of blueberries and blueberries the size of blackberries.  Those fruit loving birds and animals will be winners this autumn.  The yew at the Irvine family cemetery is just heaving with red glow, a beacon to every thrush around.  
Herbaceous plants too are unwieldy in dimension. The Joe Pye Weed has reached 11 feet this season and phlox are a good 12” more than their usual height.  But the flowers just hate all this rain.  There is so much brown squidginess around; bonny blooms lasting only a few days before succumbing to rot.  Some roses do not even bother opening, their outer petals having become wet, and hardening to a stiff shell.  The blooms inside can only peep through at the misery of the weather, cocooned in perpetuity.  Even sturdy, hardy buddleia flowers are lasting barely one week and the secondary flowers are smaller and smaller until in that isolated moment when a ray of sun breaks through, seven peacock butterflies clamour for footholds on the one remaining stunted bloom.
Of course our ‘friends’ the slugs and snails are hugely inspired by rain.  It makes all that slithering so much easier and with so much lush growth, these molluscs must be very content.  But I really feel that most wildlife prefers the sunny balmy day that we had yesterday (you will probably remember the day, the only one in August!) to the miserable dreich day it has been today.
Yesterday the swallows and martins were hyperactive, high up and low over the lawns and pond. Today you can hear them grumbling to each other in their roost in the laundry, discussing the merits no doubt of their sunnier winter quarters.  Buzzards could be heard screeching on the thermals aloft.  A robin helped itself to grubs in the weed pile beside me; chaffinches, dunnocks and wrens chirped happily in the thicket of Clematis tanguitica;  a blackbird happily tossed sedum newly planted by a volunteer over its shoulder in pursuit of a beetle or two.  Peacock butterflies danced with red admirals and meadow browns; clouds of hoverflies competed with bumblebees and honey bees for the nectar of the autumn herbaceous flowers.
Today in the rain, two saturated bees clung to the dahlia buds, too wet to return home; a vole scurried from under a dripping leaf to the shelter of the Tsuga hedge. And a very wet cat meowed plaintively from the flower border outside the garden.
The post arrives and I seek diversion from my tale of rain gloom. It’s the ‘Send-a cow’ newsletter describing the progress of bag gardens in Botswana, where water is so scarce, each drop is used three times before the garden gets the bit that is left. It’s also the ‘National Geographic’ with an article on the pollution caused by water bottles left by tourists in the pristine islands of the Galapagos; over 400,000 bottles discarded annually and sourced from Britain, Switzerland and Pennsylvania when the Amazon rain forest lies a mere 100 miles away. 
It’s the news story of hundred year old olive groves destroyed by fire in Greece and pictures of Afghanistan war zones with not a tree or bush in view.
It’s the story on the TV programme ‘Coast’ that the Norwegians are looking at the process of osmosis between saline and fresh water as the future of power generation schemes that are sustainable.

Without rain, the world would be a worrying place indeed.  I am inspired by rain.  My plants are green and lush.  I just need a better set of waterproofs……..

Come and be inspired by our late summer/autumn flowering herbaceous border and get some ideas for flowers that go on late into the season and that can withstand all this rain…. Rudbeckias, Achillea, Agapanthus, Echinacea, Asters, Phlox, Aconitum – a cacophony of colour much loved by the butterflies.
Diana Robertson

The Country Loon
Will the Country Loon give us any hope for an Indian Summer?? 
While writing the article for the June newsletter I mentioned how the oak and the ash trees had been coming out of dormancy together, but very sporadic and looking a wee bit like ourselves, confused as to what the summer weather held in store for us; by the 19th May there were a few of both species still to come to life, becoming most conspicuous due to the lack of leaves; within four days the oaks were all in full leaf leaving the remaining ash trees into come to life three weeks later. Both 1961 and 1978 were years when the same trees performed in a similar fashion.

While travelling through the Buchan area it never fails to amaze the amount of times we can get a glimpse of the Mither tap o Bennachie. John Burnett Pratt in the first publication of his book Buchan in 1858 described Bennachie as belonging to the Garioch but must always be looked upon as a friend of Buchan; Bennachie has also been a friend of many areas much further afield than Buchan. With Clachnaben being looked upon as Bennachie`s sister hill I would have expected folk from Deeside to look towards the Ben for any hint of approaching weather patterns, but no, they are prepared to rely on getting a glimpse of Bennachie. “Spickin tae an elderly fairmer fae the Torphins area back in the 70s, the topic wis the wither as there hid bin a wik o near continuous rain. Aye, he said, wi shid niver o hae started tae cut the crap, we coo`d see bi the hulls thit rain was on it`s wye. I speirt if he lookit maistly tae Clachnaben for a hint. Michty niver! cam the reply, aa the Ben can tell ye is, fut side o the Dee Valley or fut side o the Hill o Fayre a shoor is like tae gyang doon. Na na; says he, it’s a squint o Bennachie ye need.
Wi my parents baith Buchan born and bred it wis maistly tales o that area thit waur haan`t doon tae us kids.” Back in the mid 1800s when Evangelistic preaching began to split the Church of Scotland apart, Free Kirks were built in near every parish. Most of the existing kirks were built on high ground while the new Free Kirks were mostly built at lower levels, in whatever ground became available, resulting in many of the Free Kirk goers never getting the same chance to see Bennachie, it then gave those attending the auld Kirks great pleasure to pass on the wrong information to the Free Kirkers  “jist tae see thim start tae hairst or work amang  their hey, as the wither wis aboot tae change against them, sic wis the stushie caused bi the split o the Kirks, and sic wis the importance o gettin wither indications  fae Bennachie”
This summer will surely be remembered in years to come as the summer of the hoverflies, they are the most easily recognizable of all flies because of their wasp like appearance; they are by far the best aerial acrobats of the entire insect world being able to move in all directions, even backwards. My favourite, Episyrphus balteatus, a migrant species and possibly the smallest, only 10mm in length, a few arrive every year from the continent in late April some years they arrive in large numbers, this year it was massive amounts that arrived. They are my favourites because of the quantity of aphids their larvae consume, also the years that large numbers arrive there seems to be a similar weather pattern each time. Farm buildings with closed roof lights are a death trap to hoverflies, rain drives them in to the buildings, they then head straight to the roof lights and die within twelve hours for the lack of nectar, swallows can clear them out when they are trapped within minutes as they have no fear of their mimicry colours. During the first two weeks of September adults can often be found collecting into swarms over ragwort or even a bed of marigolds in a garden, they then suddenly set off to migrate south, with the swarms increasing in size as they go along. Over the years there have been reports of vehicles on motorways coming to a standstill because of swarms of flies, the cause mostly always being our friends Episyrphus.
 “I`m gyan tae bide we oor freens tae sum up; the twa yeer I gid mintion tae abeen were close tae bein idintical tae thes yeer, `61 especially, thir micht hae bin even mair flees that yeer. The wither gid fae a gweed spell in Februar an Mairch tae a simmer like wi hiv jist hae`n, sine richt throwe tae November till frost set in, it niver slackened aff tull April the neist yeer, that wis the worst wither o aa the hoverflee yeers I ever recorded.” 

Dinna big up yer hopes ower muckle for an Indian Simmer.                                                                                           

The Country Loon
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The proposed ECO village in Park Quarry continues to raise great interest in Drumoak and Durris

Community Councillor John Baillie has been doing some map study and found an interesting relationship
Ballater on Our Doorstep
Comparison is drawn in CHAP’s proposals for Park Quarry with Ballater.  Visiting Ballater is very enjoyable and the thought of living near Ballater is not without appeal.  The town centre is busy with shops and tourists and locals alike, there is a choice of places to eat and drink after a day spent out in the hills or walking along the valley.  The town displays a charm that reflects its development over the years.

This got me to wondering what Ballater would look like at the Park Quarry site.  After some research, I obtained outlines of both the Park Quarry site and Ballater, at the same scale.  These show a distinct difference in size and highlight the fact that a large part of the land “in the loop of the river”, at Ballater is given over to recreation and open space.  
Perhaps it is the scale of Ballater which provides it with its unique character, perhaps it is its location in the valley.  Now, I wonder whether the site at the Park Quarry will allow the scope for a Ballater on our doorstep.  I know I am not the only one considering the scale of the proposal in relation to other settlements.  I have been told that the footprint of the proposal is equivalent to that of Peterculter, but that is already on our doorstep. 
The following illustration shows Park Quarry (thick line) superimposed on the settlement boundary of Ballater (dotted line) with the golf course/recreational space shaded – all to the same scale. So there we have it, the ECO village is the same area as Ballater without its golf course.
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Meanwhile Jill Patterson of Halliday Fraser Munro (Chap Homes consultants) says they are arranging and finalising dates for the following events which are likely to be the first week in October (avoiding the school holidays).
"Park Village – Consultation and Exhibition of Initial Design Options" 
Chap Homes Ltd will be holding public exhibition events in Late September/Early October on the Park Village Local Development Plan proposed site.  These events which will provide an opportunity to view and comment on the initial design options and draft masterplan for the Park Village site which have been developed over the last few months following the earlier consultation workshops in May. 

Details of these events will be advertised in the local press. Details will also be posted on the project website at www.park-village.co.uk and you can also register at info@park-village.co.uk to receive email notification of the dates and times.
Crathes Drumoak Durris Community Council
A Sad Loss

Tony Butcher, the CDDCC Chairman, died at the Glen O’Dee Hospital in July following a long illness.He joined the Community Council in December 2004, Tony was a very regular attendee representing the Crathes area and despite his illness he put himself forward as chairman earlier this year. As his illness took hold, Tony showed immense strength not only in his continued attendance at CC meetings, but following his confinement to hospital, where his positive outlook and smile never faded. 

 The Crathes, Dumoak and Durris Community Council and the wider community will miss Tony. We keep Tony and his family in our thoughts at this sad time.
                           David Morrish Acting Chairman

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2009

CDDCC have tabled their comments on the draft plan and the development bids in early July. It is a very thorough document running to some 8 pages,  in essence, reflects the opinions generated at the public consultation meetings. It can be summed up that, as Lower Deeside is not in any Strategic Growth Area. any developments must be small, proportionate, and maintain the character of the area.
Digging into the planning assessments the development bids in the Main Issues Report on our two major development areas, at Park ECO Village and Drumoak, gives an idea of the Planners’ initial responses to the proposals. Their responses are based on a complicated two part score card The GAM – The Growth Assessment Matrix and SEA – the Strategic Environmental Assessment. Scores of 0 in the SEA are regarded as environmentally neutral whereas the higher the score in GAM the more the proposal meets the planning policies.
For Park Quarry the report says                               Nature of the proposal: Mixed Use New Village: 2000 dwellings        Recommendation:  Possible 
Reasoned justification:
 The site has relative constraints. The site scores 2 on the GAM. The site scores 0/+ in the SEA.

The site is not within a Strategic Growth Area or transport corridor and so development of this scale is not favoured as it does not accord with the strategy. The proposal states the site is brownfield however it is technically a Greenfield site as there is a condition to restore the site to Greenfield land. The site has no constraints so is technically possible
For Drumoak the report says

Nature of the proposal: Mixed Use – 575 dwellings Recommendation:  Part Preferred \ Part Undesirable \ Part Possible
Reasoned justification:
 The site is largely constrained. The site scores 4 on the GAM. The site scores 0/+ in the SEA.

Drumoak is not within a Strategic Growth Area so only requires development for local need, therefore development of the scale proposed would not fit wit the strategy. A large proportion of the proposal is within pipeline zones and so is constrained. Site 1 and 2 (as identified on the master-plan) to the east and west of the settlement are both largely constrained.

From the master-plan, the primary school site identified to the north is also proposed by Aberdeenshire Council and this site is favoured. Area 1 is not constrained and possible for development, would provide about 23 houses at a density of 30 houses per hectare. The area to the south of Drumoak is free from constraints and possible for development although there is a sewage works to the south-west corner which would require an area of cordon sanitaire. 

Therefore parts of the site mentioned above are preferred for development. Generally areas to the east and west are constrained and are undesirable. 

It seems that modest development in Drumoak would be a much preferred option to a new village in Park Quarry and its GAM score reflects this view.
Road Safety Issues

CDDCC members are working hard together with Councillor Graeme Clark to resolve two issues. 

The Myrebird Junction where improved visibility is of great concern to local traffic especially as the junction has a long history of accidents. A practical solution to the sight line issue has been agreed, however its completion is in the hands of lawyers. 

The North East embankment of Park Bridge where some four years ago CDDCC reported inadequate protection for traffic. In the interim there has been no action from Roads Department

Camping in the Glebe

Recent incidents of all night parties and unauthorised camping had left broken glass, human faeces, the remains of fires and other mess strewn around. CDDCC have requested the Council and the Police to be more proactive. Councillor Graeme Clark has agreed to follow it up.  

Drumoak & Durris Newsletter
Editor Donald Keith

Tel 01330 811 763 e-mail don.keith@which.net 

Local Websites
Crathes
www.scotgold.com/crathes  
Durris

www.durris.net 

Drumoak

www.drumoak.com
Drumoak-Durris Church  
                        www.drumoak-durrischurch.com 
Aberdeenshire Council Planning

                        www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning
Useful Telephone Numbers
Police Station*                0845 600 5 700

Crime Stopper
 0800 555 111 

* All police Stations are accessed from the Grampian Police Call Centre which can also be accessed by e-mail

     servicecentre@grampian.pnn.police.uk
Aberdeenshire Council

Ward 18 Councillors

Wendy Agnew
Stonehaven
   01561 361 364

Peter Bellamy 
Stonehaven 
   01569 767 426       Graeme Clark
Banchory
   01330 823 940
Mike Sullivan 
Stonehaven          01569 766 922
Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council
Office Bearers
David Morrish       Vice C’man 
01330 844 610 

Douglas Allstaff    Vice C’man
   01330 844 442  

Jean Downie         Secretary
   01330 811 833 

Hall Bookings
Drumoak Church Hall Andy Coutts   01330 811 418

Drumoak Public Hall   Ian Pirie
01330 811 348

Kirkton Hall Durris
      Eric Melvin
01330 811 352
Local Numbers

Drumoak Post Office
01330 811 201

Park Shop 

01330 811 463 

Irvine Arms

01330 811 423

The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is published four times per year as part of the Parish Newsletter (Dec. Feb. May. And Sep. The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is produced as a community service by the Parish Church.
Diary Dates
	Date
	Event 
	Time 
	Location

	06 Sep
	Y Sunday 

Restarts
	19.00
	Durris Manse

	07

Sep
	Fellowship Club
	14.00-15.30
	Drumoak Church Hall

	08 Sep 
	Focus Group Restarts
	20.00
	Durris Manse

	09 Sep
	Coffee Shop 
	10.30-11.30
	Drumoak Church Hall 

	12 Sep
	Men of all Ages Breakfast
	09.00-12.00
	Drumoak Church Hall

	19 Sep
	Bowling Green closes
	tba
	Drumoak Bowling Club

	23 Sep 
	Walking to Health
Trial walk
	10.00-11.00
	Drumoak  Recycling 

	25 Sept
	Macmillan Coffee Morning
	10.00-12.30
	Drumoak Church Hall

	28 Sep
	Indoor Bowling Commences
	tba
	Drumoak Bowling Club

	29 Sep
	Indoor Bowling Commences
	19.00
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	04  Oct
	Harvest Thanksgiving 
	10.00
	Durris Church

	05

Oct
	Fellowship Club
	14.00-15.30
	Drumoak Church Hall

	06  Oct
	CDDCC 

meeting
	19.30
	Irvine Arms

	10-25 Oct
	Squirrels at Crathes
	12.00-16.00
	Crathes Castle

0844 4932166

	14

Oct
	Coffee Shop 
	10.30-11.30
	Drumoak Church Hall 

	31

Oct
	Halloween at the Tower
	18.00
	Drum Castle 0844 493 2161

	02

Nov
	Fellowship Club
	14.00-15.30
	Drumoak Church Hall

	03 

Nov
	CDDCC 

meeting
	19.30
	Irvine Arms

	07 

Nov
	Bowling Club-

Scottish Concert
	19.00 
	Bowling 

Pavillion

	11

Nov
	Coffee Shop 
	10.30-11.30
	Drumoak Church Hall 

	21

Nov
	Doug Harley –

FamilyPraise Party
	19.00
	Drumoak Church Hall

	22

Nov
	Doug Harley –

Family Service
	10.00
	Drumoak

Church

	26

Nov
	Deadline for  Newsletter Copy
	18.00
	don.keith@

which.net

	TBA

Dec
	CDDCC 

AGM
	19.00 
	TBA

	07

Dec
	Fellowship Club
	14.00-15.30
	Drumoak Church Hall

	09

Dec
	Coffee Shop 
	10.30-11.30
	Drumoak Church Hall 


Golf Course / Open Space











Margaret Gets her Bench


 Bench





Ballater





Park Quarry
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