The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is published four times a year as part of the Parish Newsletter                 (Dec Feb May and Sept) and is produced as a community service by the Parish Church [image: image1.wmf]

Times they are a changing

As we all continue to reel with the economic tsunami shock waves, the other day I heard a commentator say that some good might come out of the current crisis. He thought we might well become much less concerned with commercial materialism and re-discover some of the things we used to do – things like a walk in the park etc.  Perhaps some of us will rediscover the value of time. Time for our children; time for friends and neighbours, and perhaps even time for our community. As you read this newsletter you will see that there are many aspects of our community that would benefit from one of the most precious things we have, our time. So don’t feel shy: If you have the odd hour or so to spare come forward and help your community.

The Demise of Our Community Council?
 

On 2nd December CDDCC will hold their AGM. There have recently been a number of resignations, some for personal reasons and some on a matter of principle concerning the Data Protection Act.  In any event, the situation is such that unless a few more Crathes Drumoak and Durris residents come forward as Community Councillors there will be no CDDCC. 
 

Does it matter you might ask? Well CDDCC is the only statutory body representing our local community that must be consulted on planning applications, and it has access to Aberdeenshire Councillors and Managers. The writer knows from experience that these officials are more likely to take account of a community council representation than that of an individual. As anyone who has served on CDDCC will tell you it, is better than nothing, and it can make a difference. As one of Aberdeenshire Council's Area Managers recently noted, "CDDCC always punches well above its weight".

The times of greatest support for CDDCC have been when local residents have perceived a threat to the local environment. Sometimes the threat has been successfully seen off such as the Durris Forest Off-road driving proposal, and Brodie Countryfare. On other occasions considerable lobbying and public protest have ensured that councillors have been left in no doubt concerning the public's opposition such as the case with Park Quarry, where at CDDCC insistence bi-annual meetings are required with planners environmental health and quarry operators to ensure there is ongoing community surveillance of 

the operation – first in Aberdeenshire’s planning annuls.
 The next major challenge to our much loved environment is likely to be the proposed Park ECO Village presumably as a solution to filling in the Park Quarry hole.  CHAP are drawing up plans for some 1000 or 2000 houses in a sustainable development with its own school, shopping centre and powered by a mini wind farm. They state are in close consultation with the Planning Authority over the development. As their glossy study says, they will create a second Ballater in the bend of the river. So if you want to find out what is going on why not come to the CDDCC AGM where a brief presentation will be given on the information currently available.
 

Finally, to the residents of Drumoak, when you look south over the river and see a second Ballater complete with windmills, remember you had your chance to speak out and you did not take it. So if you done not like what you see - don't complain. Similarly to the good folk of Durris if your commute to work takes you much longer than it used to and you have not bothered to let your opinion be known - blame yourself.  The time to get your concerns aired and changes to proposals accepted is PRIOR to applications being approved. That's democracy.  Communities get the local environment they deserve, and if, as we do, they live in a beautiful one they need to fight to keep it.

Editor

Diana Robertson, Head Gardener at the National Trust’s  Drum Castle also makes a plea for the gift of our time

Christmas is almost upon us, snow is forecast for the weekend, the credit crunch is spreading doom and gloom and the Trust is wondering where its visitors will come from next season and beyond.

Can you help us? More than ever we need you, the folk who live on our doorstep.

We need you to help us with work in the gardens. An extra pair of hands to help clear leaves or plant bulbs. An extra pair of hands to clean ponds or put up windbreaks and rabbit guards.  An extra pair of hands to keep the bonfire site under control. An extra pair of hands to help renew worn plant labels. There is a job for everyone.

If you are handy with machines, we can get you helping on a leaf blower or a road roller.  If you are good with a paint brush or a saw, we can get you /

painting or repairing garden seats. If you are good with computers, we can get you helping with plant recording. All skills are needed; we could do with your help.

We have a gazebo to replace this winter; it was built in 1990 and had a 15 year life span on it.  It has lasted nearly 19 years but is now starting to decay. I am on my own for most of the winter months but can you help me take down the old one? I have to lift the paving slabs, remove the Clematis Montana and make the site ready for the contractors to put up the new one.  Your help could save the Trust £2000.

We have contractors coming in to remove some 35 elm trees devastated by Dutch Elm Disease.  The main wood is sold to pay for the felling contractors but there is all that brash to clear.  I am on my own over the winter months.  Can you help clear brash? Do you like bonfires? Can you operate a chipper?  We need you.

Holly Fest preparations start on the 1st of December. There is a team of very dedicated volunteers that between them put in around 300 hours of work preparing for this event.  They cut holly into 4” pieces; some with strong fingers wire the holly ready for the wreaths. I have one or two volunteers who enjoy making the moss rings whilst one lady takes the finished wreaths home to decorate them. Tying dogwood stems, bagging cones, making up sprays of Christmas foliage, drying orange slices, pricing goods are all done by volunteer help.

One hour or six hours; folk have varying amounts of time to spare but without this help, the fest would not happen. Our team is getting older; some can no longer manage to come out for quite so many hours..days. We need new helpers.  The Trust would not make £4000 and the work to conserve Drum for future generations will falter, without volunteers, like you.  We need Holly Fest to make money; we need to persuade volunteers to help us, that’s you and you and you.

We put up the market stalls on Friday 12th December; we need tall people, we need strong people for this. Can you help? We take them down again on Monday 15th December.  Can you help?

We need folk to help with car parking over the weekend.  You need to not mind the cold.  You need to be sociable and merry – it is Christmas after all.  You need to have your wits about you.  Is this you?  Can you help?

Are you artistic?  Do you like flower arranging?  Can you make things from products on the estate that we could sell at the Fest to raise money to support Drum? Our robin man is not very well; could you decorate small logs with robins and foliage and help us out here? Handiness with a staple gun and an eye for what looks good is what counts here.

Would you like a wreath?  You can order one at any time from the start of December or you can buy it over the Holly Fest weekend. You would be helping a charity that is fighting hard to keep your heritage intact.  Help us to thrive; at the moment we are struggling.

Looking for a Christmas gift?  What about a family membership or a gift from our online shop? We need your support.  We are a charity; we care for heritage and countryside, but this care depends on your contributions.

Find out how you can help. Give your time this Christmas. Drum needs you.

Tel. 01330 811406 

or email drobertson@nts.org.uk 

or drop by the gardens.

Happy Hedgehogs 

Hedgehogs must be pretty high up on the list of most people’s favourite wild animals.  Certainly their diet of slugs and other small creatures makes them every gardener’s friend. 

Personally speaking I have had a soft spot for hedgehogs since I was a child, which is just as well for two prickly little pals I found wandering about a few weeks ago during the middle of the day.   Seeing nocturnal animals out and about during the day is never a good sign, it means they are either very ill or very hungry.  So the hoglets came home for a health check, a feed and a weigh in.  Young hedgehogs need to be 650 grams if they are to make it through hibernation but these wee fellows weren’t even half that weight.  So my spare room is now a hedgehog haven… unfortunately it’s a bit of a stinky one since the only thing about hedgehogs that isn’t cute is their smell! 

Being so small they will need to be kept warm and awake until April.  Just like me they especially dislike their feet being cold so their boxes are lined with newspaper and straw.  With natural food not an option they are instead fed tinned cat food and kitten biscuits twice a day.  The kitten biscuits are to help keep their teeth and gums healthy.  In the wild crunching into a beetle would do that job.  

Hedgehogs can live to be 6 years old but most only survive 2 or 3 years. This has a lot to do with the number of threats they have to deal with.  Historically Ancient Egyptians used to eat them as it was thought that hedgehog fat cured baldness. Today hedgehogs are still on the menu in parts of Europe.  Studies carried out in this country over the last few years have shown that numbers here are declining. The main threats are cars (obviously), drier summers with less slugs (although I don’t think that applied this year!), getting trapped in litter (like plastic carrier bags and the plastic rings from can packaging) and neater gardens.  

You can turn your garden into a hedgehog haven by taking some simple measures. Avoid slug pellets.  If a hedgehog eats poisoned slugs the poison will build up and can be fatal.  You can make ponds safer by providing a way for hedgehogs to climb out of them.  Rocks or some chicken wire put down the sides will act as a makeshift hedgehog ladder.  And a pile of leaves in a quiet corner can be a cosy bed.  Finally, they can come out of hibernation if the weather’s mild so if you see one out and about on a winter’s evening, do it a favour…reach for the cat food!

Hedgehog facts:

· They are born with soft hairs which turn into hollow spines at about 18 days old.

· An adult hedgehog has about 6ooo spines and can weigh up to 2 kg.

· They can swim for short periods, are good climbers and can run as fast as 4.5 mph.

· Hedgehogs have a tiny tail and very sensitive feet.

· Hedgehogs like bananas!

Fiona Milne

Senior Ranger Crathes Castle

Drumoak, Durris and Crathes Bowling Club
 

 

Since the last Newsletter the Bowling Club has been extremely busy.
 

We had the Closing of the Green for the outdoor season on Saturday 20 September with 38 members on the Green and many more spectating.  The Presentation of Prizes followed and our Ladies Champion was Lorna Harrow.  Our Gents Champion and Champion of Champions was John Brown.  They were warmly congratulated, along with all our many other prize-winners.  Sadly, at the end of our party that evening, one of our staunchest members, Robbie Booth, of Peggy's Garden, Durris, passed away.  Robbie was a great character who had a cheerful enthusiasm for life and a wonderful sense of humour.  He will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
 

The Indoor Bowling Season is now fully underway and we hold a reasonable position in the league table at the moment.  The friendly Hat Nights on Tuesday and Friday evenings are well attended and there are also Hat Days on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons.  We look forward to the continuing of the Indoor Season with a Christmas Party Fun-night for members on Friday 19 December.
 

Our Concert Night on Saturday 8 November was very successful with a good attendance and was enjoyed by all.  We thank you for your continuing support.  On Saturday 17 January 2009 the Club is holding a Burns Supper for which tickets will be priced at £12 each and limited to 100 in number. So, do book your tickets early!
 Next year we hope to recruit many more members to our Bowling Club with a special invitation to the younger generation to come along and find out what our Club is all about. More about this in the early springtime.
 Meanwhile, from everyone at the Bowling Club we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
 

Dave Stuart,

 President
The Sputnik

Visitors to the Royal Deeside Railway in December for this year’s Santa Specials will see, alongside a brand new platform and much-increased length of track, the original “Sputnik” railcar set that used to run between Aberdeen and Ballater in the Sixties.

The Battery Electric Multiple Unit (BEMU), to use its official description, was built by British Railways as an experiment for use on the Deeside line.  It used standard diesel railcar bodies that were modified with the addition of battery boxes and traction motors.

The northern part of Scotland had an abundance of hydro-electric schemes during the Fifties and it was these schemes that brought about the proposal to develop battery electric railcars. The 1955 report of the Electricity Consultative Council for the North of Scotland (ECCNS) suggested that experiments should be made with battery railcars on one or more branch lines where closure was believed imminent.

At a press conference in Glasgow on 15 October 1957, Sir Ian Bolton, chairman of the Scottish Area Board of the British Transport Commission, announced that a battery multiple unit was being constructed at the British Railways workshops at Cowlairs (Glasgow), with the intention of it being introduced the following summer on the Aberdeen - Ballater route. The 117-seat unit would be introduced into a revised timetable in conjunction with steam power on the Deeside Line, which had a fair level of passenger traffic that was capable of being increased. The four daily return services would be increased to six; three of them by the battery railcar and three by steam. It was hoped that the attraction of extra passenger traffic to the route, along with the improved performance, could be a blueprint for the future of other branch lines.

The North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board, which had initiated the proposals some years before, acted as joint sponsor of the Sputnik, along with the Scottish Area Board of the British Transport Commission and management of the Scottish Region of British Railways.  

The Hydro Board’s contribution was the electric traction and control equipment, plus an agreement to supply the charging current at no more than three-farthings a unit - about 0.3 pence - for a period of two years.  (Domestic electricity nowadays costs about thirty-five times as much).

British Railways provided the railcars, modified to take the 17-plus tons of batteries required. The batteries were supplied by Chloride Batteries Limited, under favourable terms, and the battery charging plants at Aberdeen and Ballater were similarly supplied by Bruce Peebles Limited. The Sputnik proved to be very effective in service albeit for only a few years before Dr Beeching’s Axe closed the Deeside line. The Sputnik was taken by British Railways to Derby for use in automatic train operation tests.  It was eventually secured for preservation by the West Yorkshire Transport Museum. The Museum loaned the Sputnik to the East Lancashire Railway, which restored it to operating condition. It was subsequently purchased for use on the Royal Deeside Railway and on 12 May 2006 was brought back to Scotland.

Subject to operational requirements, the original Sputnik will be used this December for Santa Specials (*) on the Royal Deeside Railway.  It will be hauled by Barclay diesel locomotive number 415, which is fitted with continuous train brakes that are compatible with those on the BEMU.  Those familiar with modern trains will see just how much has been lost, in terms of spaciousness, comfort and good all-round visibility.

In the slightly longer term, the Royal Deeside Railway Preservation Society intends to restore the Sputnik so that it will operate under its own power.  The electrical control gear – bought in from Germany, as there were then no British manufacturers of such things – is a particular challenge.  The German manufacturers have offered to build a new set, to their own original drawings, but the cost (at one-off special prices) can only be described as breath-taking.

James West

Royal Deeside Railway Preservation Scociety
(*) The Santa Specials will run from Milton of Crathes every Saturday and Sunday from 6 December until Christmas.  Santa will be on the train; there will be presents for children and hot drinks and mince pies for everyone.

Changes afoot for the School Day

You may have read in the press that Aberdeenshire Council Education Authority has been consulting widely on proposed changes to the school curriculum many of which are very reasonable and some quite visionary.. However hidden amongst the changes is a plan to implement new hours for the school day which will be structured round a 4 ½ day week. These are as follows together with the views of some of the parents in brakets: 
 
a) longer school day 8.45- 3.20 on Monday-Thursday  ( it’s a bit of a challenge for the P1s)
 b) 45 minute lunch break (technically impossible to feed 2 lunch sittings in 45 mins at Drumoak, bolting food likely to encourage obesity, also lessens opportunities for social interaction and physical exercise (more obesity!)

 

c) short day Friday: finish at 12noon. (Could be a disaster for working parents as there is little childcare available in Drumoak, and  extra childcare costs as we head into a recession. What would these children do all afternoon? In Edinburgh where the scheme has been already implemented the police have become concerned about the activities of young people on a Friday afternoon. Parents at Drumoak looked at options for an after school club but found it unworkable, largely because of the regulatory burden involved.)
There has been an attempt at widespread electronic consultation with parents. However if the experiences of some the Drumoak School Council are anything to go by this has not been a particularly easy exercise and might well have put many people off. More importantly, given the potential impact on the lives of families, it is important that there is widespread debate on the issue and that ultimately the key issue must be what is best for the children’s education. It is to be hoped that the Director of Education Learning & Leisure, Mr Bruce Robertson means it when he says that he will listen to parents.  

Durris School

End of an Era 

At the end of this term Aileen Duthie the school’s long serving P1/2 teacher is retiring.  There will be a short evening celebration to mark the occasion. Former pupils, parents, colleagues are invited to attend on 

Wed 17th December, 6.30pm till 8pm,in the Kirkton hall. The presentation will be at 7pm

Carol Reilly
Head Teacher

Crathes Drumoak Durris Community Council

In recent weeks, the Crathes, Drumoak and Durris Community Council (CDDCC) has suffered a number of resignations, which has led to the past two meetings having insufficient members attending.  Resignations have come for a number of reasons.  Whilst some members have been angry at what they see as needless bureaucracy, with CCs becoming embroiled with Data Protection issues, others feel they have served their time and believe it is time for fresh blood.
 

However, this is no time for community representation to be on the wane.  The new Aberdeen City and Shire Structure plan is up for consultation and will affects us all in the coming years giving, as it does, direction to significant new development in terms of its shape and location.  Important then for Crathes, Drumoak and Durris to be on their toes given proposed developments in the area.  Not least of these is CHAP’s “Drumoak Eco Village”, a massive development proposed for the site of the Park quarry.  CDDCC is planning to set aside time at its AGM to discuss this development.

 

The Community Council’s AGM will be held at the Drumoak Church Hall on Tuesday 2nd December at 7:30 pm and the proceedings will include an update on the Drumoak Youth Project, the Park ECO village and complimentary wine and cheese.  If you care about the future of your area, come along to the AGM, where the CC will have nomination forms for those who’d like to join and help represent their area.  Your Community Council definitely needs you!

David Morrish 

CDDCC

Drumoak Sewage Plant

Readers might recall our report six months ago that Aberdeenshire Council, Stewart Milne Homes and Scottish Water met to find out the status on the extension to our sewage plant. The Newsletter has finally received a copy of the minutes.  They make depressing reading, and if readers would like to see them, a copy is posted in the Post Office.

The key points from the discussions are

Subsequent to granting planning permission SMH applied for and was granted a consent to “demonstrate sewerage arrangements to the satisfaction of the planning authority and Scottish Water”

In the meantime SEPA had changed the specification for sewage treatment. The new designs become more expensive. SMH claim they can’t afford it. Scottish Water claim they have no current funds to start the work. 

The good news however seems to be that the extension will be provided eventually. According to the Scottish Water representative “if the works were fast tracked the actual construction would probably take 6 months however realistically it would probably be 12 –18 months at best. So certainly not 2008/09 and doubtful for 2009/10”.

As for the School improvements the Area Manager advised that “once funding was made available the Council intended to build a new school to serve Drumoak. Therefore any upgrade of toilet facilities might be viewed as a wasteful use of resources if a new school was to be provided”.

It would seem, therefore, that Planning Services in their haste to accommodate the developer, SMH, ignored the original advice to extend the plant prior to the housing development, and in so doing have stymied other small developments such as the school connection and the new Irvine Arms.  As for Scottish Water, their stranglehold over our small local developments is total, and in practice their accountability to the public is non-existent.  
Snippets from CDDCC meetings held in the Irvine Arms 

Drumoak Youth Project:-        Caroline Cruickshank is standing down as project leader. She reported that the park was working well and that three adults (Gail Bleakley, Karen Anderson and Delaine Morrison-Wallace), as well as 15 youngsters, have come on board to help take the project further.  There are a number of ideas/wants for the next stage of the park that have to be worked through such as biking, skate-boarding and climbing facilities.  These have to be worked through in terms of cost, safety and maintenance etc. CDDCC praised and thanked Caroline for all her sterling work on behalf of the community

Culter Car Showroom:-   Representatives from Culter Cars made a presentation to CDDCC.  Main points were the changes to the road layout; the family nature of the business and the site area to be extended to accommodate the service area.  Following the presentation, CDDCC voted 4:1 in favour of support for the application.  CDDCC also have some objections to the current design of the building and have requested it be made more in keeping with the landscape.
Japanese Knotweed:-        An infestation of Japanese Knotweed adjacent to the south-west corner of Park Bridge.  It is believed the land is owned by CHAP. CDDCC will notify the Environmental Health officer as this exceptionally invasive plant is bad news and is very difficult to eradicate. 

New Speed Limit Policy:- It is reported that there is a new policy to apply a 30mph speed limit to all villages. These will be welcome in all our settlements who have battled over the years for speedlimits, however action dates for Drumoak, Kirkton of Durris and Crathes have yet to be specified. Meanwhile, watch these speed limit signs.
Local Festive Season Events

 

[image: image2.wmf]City of Roses Chorus

 (Sweet Adelines International) 

Ladies from The City of Roses Chorus will be performing a selection of Christmas carols on Monday 1 December in Drumoak Church Hall at 8.00 pm.  The concert is open to everyone, free of charge, any donations made will go directly to the Church.  Tea and coffee will be served in the hall afterwards.  They look forward to seeing you then.     

SANTA’S COMING

to Milton of Crathes Station

(off A93 to Banchory, opposite Crathes Castle)

    Ride the “Sputnik” –
the Battery Railcar has returned to Deeside and will be in use!

(subject to operational requirements)

Between 11am and 4pm every Saturday and Sunday from 6th December until Christmas

VISIT SANTA ON THE TRAIN!

Gifts for the children, hot drinks and mince pies for everyone!

Royal Deeside Railway

Support your LOCAL Heritage Railway
Crathes Castle

Will be holding their usual popular Christmas events and booking can avoid disappointment  

Tel  0844 493 2166 for details

Christmas Past
Saturday 6 - Sunday 7 December 
Sir Alexander Balbridie and his ‘off-centre’ invite you to a Victorian Christmas Houseparty family– a truly different Christmas experience!
Holly, mistletoe and roast chestnuts will be for sale and don’t miss a visit to Santa’s Grotto where Porridge the Donkey will be keeping him company from 12.30 – 2.30pm on Saturday afternoon.
Entry to the Castle Houseparty £3.00 adult £2.00 child 

PLEASE NOTE THAT PRICES ALSO APPLY TO NTS MEMBERS
The Cairngorm Reindeer Parade with Santa

Sunday 7 December 2008 

The Cairngorm reindeer join Santa at Crathes this afternoon to drive his sleigh through the castle grounds down to the Castle before returning to his Grotto. ... 

When not parading, the reindeer will be penned beside the Horsemill Restaurant, and their handlers will be available to answer your questions.  
From 10.00am–4.00pm Parades 12.00pm & 2.00pm 

 

Price: Entry to grounds: £3.00 adults, £1.00 children.
Christmas Carols at Crathes Castle
Sat/Sun 13/14 December 2008
Early booking is essential for this ever popular series of carol concerts featuring the Linties.  If you missed 

their concert last year make sure you don’t miss out again.  Join us after the concert for a glass of the ever popular Crathes Mulled Wine, mince pie and shortbread.
Times:

5.00pm & 7.30pm    Tickets cost £10.00 per person 
**PLEASE NOTE SUNDAY BOOKINGS ARE NOW FULLY BOOKED**

 
Drum Castle 

Holly Fest
Saturday 13 - Sunday 14 December  11am – 4pm
... More>Tel 0844 493 2161

Join in the warmth and friendliness of this popular Christmas festival.  Mulled wine to whet your voice for the carol singing, and a log fire. Stories and creative crafts for the children and an open market, selling quality hand crafted goods and Holly wreath demonstrations.  
Adult £3, children (under 16) free – includes refreshments 
 

PS  Don’t forget the Christmas Services in Drumoak – Durris Church – All are very welcome!

Christmas Eve                            Drumoak Church   8.00  pm

Watchnight Service                     Durris Church     11.30  pm

Christmas Day Family Service Drumoak Church   11.00  am  

Finally

A very happy Christmas to you all, and best wishes for 2009 

Editor

Editor: Donald Keith:      tel 01330 811 763  

                                       e-mail don.keith@which.net
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