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Times of Change

The scenes from the Tsunami disaster which filled our newspapers and television screens at the start of the year were a stark reminder of our vulnerability in the face of awesome natural forces. As we watched communities that had collapsed and saw the agony of the bereaved and the traumatised, the word CHAOS seemed to be the only one appropriate to describe life in the affected areas. Yet as the days and weeks pass we are seeing a lesson in living unfold – the strength of the committed community. In Sri Lanka and Indonesia with the help of aid agencies ordinary people are focussing on what is important; a water supply;a school; passable roads; housing, People working and pulling together to restore their villages and their lives. Could it be that the survivors of a nightmare half a world away can be an example in coping with change to the folk of Crathes Drumoak and Durris 

Then there is “planned” change. A recent visit to Hong Kong illustrates this dramatically. Prior to and since the hand over of this former colony to China, there has been phenomenal growth in transport infrastructure; in housing; in commercial property and of course shopping malls. This is also mirrored just across the border in mainland China where there is a new city called Shenzhen. Ten years ago there was nothing. Today there is a city of 5 million people – over ten times the size of Aberdeen - with broad boulevards, elegant office buildings and the inevitable shopping malls. As we strolled along in our brief half day visit I idly wondered what kind of planning system did they have that allowed such rapid but orderly growth over a mere decade. I thought of Aberdeen’s Peripheral Ring Road first mooted 50 years ago and still under debate. I thought about it again on our return as we drove home from the airport along third world roads. Perhaps we could learn a little from this oriental example.

Back in lower Deeside, which does not enjoy China’s 9% growth rate, change goes a little more slowly, and unless your house looks out over the new houses in Drumoak, you might not be aware of it. However, in comparison to most local changes, Aberdeenshire Council’s proposed meeting with the School Boards and PTAs over the future of Drumoak and Crathes schools represents a seismic change! 

Read all about it in this newsletter.

Editor

Crathes Drumoak & Durris  Community Council  (CDDCC)

Drumoak School – the story continues.

Last issue, we reported on how the this sorely overcrowded school, had  been offered land   for an extension which would enable it to accommodate the additional children from the 69 family houses currently under construction. These houses were finally approved by the Council’s Infrastructure and Resources Committee at a meeting on the 2nd December 2004.   Unfortunately Councillor Wallace was denied an opportunity to address the committee during this meeting  for procedural reasons, and so the issue of the impact of the 69 houses on the school infrastructure was not addressed. 

The Director of Education, Mr Hamish Vernal, agreed to hold a meeting with the School Board and  parents to explain how the overflow of additional children might be accommodated. This meeting originally planned for December was postponed to January and is yet to be held.

In the meantime, Stewart Milne Homes have wasted no time. The site for the first 34 houses has been cleared, and at the time of writing the roof trusses of the first house have been erected.

In a letter dated 17th February, Aberdeenshire Council invited select School Boards, PTAs and CDDCC members to a meeting in Drumoak School on the 7th March. The letter is entitled 

Aberdeenshire 21st Century Schools Improvement Programme -  Drumoak/Crathes Schools Options

The purpose of the meeting is to seek views on the proposed options for Drumoak and Crathes Schools. These are

Quote

· Upgrade the existing Drumoak School

· Construct a new Drumoak School on a new site allowing for the future rationalisation of Crathes Primary 




 Unquote

By all accounts this will be a high powered meeting.In addition to Education Department officials, a number of councillors have also been invited, Councillors Howatson, Lumsden, McInnes, Strathdee, Wallace, and Watson.

Watch this space for the next gripping instalment!

Community Council Changes

A number of changes were made at the Community Council’s  AGM held on 9th December Donald Keith stood down as Acting Chairman but agreed to remain on the council. David Morrish of Crathes was unanimously elected as the new Chairman. John Hopkins as Treasurer and Jill Gow as Secretary agreed to continue in their current roles.

Ron Stark of Drumoak and David Hirst of Durris resigned from the council. Both have given great service to the community and their wise council will be sorely missed.

 Tony Butcher of Crathes agreed to being co-opted onto the council. 

The current “line up” of community Councillors is

Chairman
David Morrish
  Crathes     844 610

Treasurer
John Hopkins
 Durris        811 698

Secretary          Jill Gow               Drumoak   811 495

Press Sec         Donald Keith       Drumoak   811 763

Councillors        Molly Aitkison     Drumoak   811 363

Doug Alstaff        Crathes     844 442

Tony Butcher      Crathes     844 747

Jean Downie       Durris        811 833

Julia McKay         Durris        

Didier Terroir       Drumoak   

Hanni Willan        Drumoak  

A Planning Sub-Committee has been appointed to provide improved coverage on planning applications in each parish, and provide a local contact for residents’ queries. The members are

 Tony Butcher
 Crathes

 Molly Aitkison 

Drumoak

 Jean Downie
 Durris

David Morrish makes a very welcome return to CDDCC where he was an active member for many years. He, and the other Crathes councillors will be of great strength to the Crathes community as Crathes undergoes a 250% increase in size with the local plan proposal for 45 additional houses.  Experience with the 69 houses in Drumoak and their impact on the infrastructure highlights that it is never too early for any community to ensure their views are taken into consideration by developers and planners.

The Community Council has been assessing the priorities it will face in the coming year. 24 items have been identified. The current top five are 

· Schooling at Drumoak 

· Planning for Real

· Housing Development at Crathes

· Access to Public Information

· Housing Development at Drumoak

The Planning for Real activity will involve all residents in the community having a say in the type of developments they wish to see included in the local plan. These inputs are one of the most effective ways of guarding against inappropriate development, and all credit to CDDCC for placing it so high on their agenda.

Park Bridge

CDDCC have taken up a number of complaints with Cllr Wallace and the Roads Department about the state of this recently resurfaced bridge Amongst other concerns, CDDCC drew attention to the blockage of small drain holes on the deck of the bridge which could rot the decking timbers in the longer term.  The Roads Department have now agreed to rectify the situation.

Park Quarry 


Readers might remember that the last issue voiced concern over the lack of a liaison meeting between CDDCC; Aberdeenshire Council; and the quarry operator, Chap Quarries: particularly in view of the commencement of quarry work on the west side of the Park Bridge Road and the road’s prolonged closure for the construction of an underpass..

An inaugural meeting was held on the 8th December 20004  but Chap Quarries declined to attend on the grounds that they had recently handed a series of proposals on the operation of the quarry to Planning Services, and, until they had had a formal response from the Planners they did not wish to enter any discussion on the matter.  Never the less, the bilateral meeting between Aberdeenshire Council and CDDCC was useful as it identified some issues and concerns that the Council needed to address outside the wider forum.

A second Liaison meeting has now been set for 9th March and Chap Quarries have agreed to attend. Amongst the issues CDDCC will raise, is the safety aspect for non motoring road users with respect to the safety barriers and fences on Park Bridge Road. 

DYP03  

Thanks to the sterling efforts of :-

· Eric Clark who provided the construction  labour free of  charge, 

· Duncan Wight for digging the foundations and donating the telegraph poles pillars 

· Garry Wood providing and carrying out the staining of the Shelter  

· Derek Anderson providing metal brackets for supporting seating

· Aberdeenshire Council for providing planning permission and a grant.

the youth shelter was completed just in time for  Christmas.  It has taken a little longer than originally planned but the end result has been worth it, and we should remember the enthusiasm and dedication of the three school students who helped launch the scheme Donna Duguid, Charles Tait, and Phillipa Bradley, and the many parents who helped with fund raising support.

Besides giving our young people a fresh air gathering place, the good thing about it has been the way that the community can pull together and do something on its own behalf rather than wait for someone else  -THEM or is it THEY- to do something about it.

An official “Opening” of the youth shelter is planned for Sunday 17th April before the local primary schools’ football match between Durris and Drumoak

The DYP03 project isn’t finished yet. The next phase awaits planning permission, but will hopefully begin in a few weeks when a start will be made on the construction of an all-weather multi-sport court,  financed by the residue of existing DYP03 funds, and a grant of £15,000 from Aberdeenshire Council given 

on condition that work commences by the end of March 2005.

The finance available for this first phase will provide a bitmac all weather surface which will allow games to be played. Later on, sufficient funds should be generated by the planning gain from Stewart Milne Homes’ 69 new houses to complete the project.

Crathes Housing

The Local Area Plan proposal for 45 additional houses in Crathes - A recent poll taken in Crathes involving some of the residents closest to the proposed additional housing of confirmed that there are significant issues and that local people wish to be not just informed but involved in the planning process. In answer to this the CDDCC will plan a public meeting to be held before the end of April with a view to providing the first step to connectiong the community more directly with the process.'

Drumoak Public Hall

Tony Hilton of the Hall Committee report that there has been a small step forward in their plans. Aberdeenshire Council have now confirmed that they own the building. This make it much easier to establish liabilities, however is also means that many of the grant funding organisations will not support any application for funds as the Hall Committee is not the owner of the property. 

The Hall Committee are assessing the way forward in the light of this information. Their plans may be further curtailed if a new school is developed at Drumoak.

Spring is nearly here!

Now that the birds are singing it’s a sure sign that nest building will start soon.  Although they don’t need to worry about paying the rent or the mortgage

they have their own concerns.  Different species of birds have different needs when it comes to finding the perfect nest.  It’s not just about where to build a nest.  The right building materials have to be there and right food has to be available to help them raise their youngsters.  Here are some ways you can help the birds set up home in your garden year after year.  
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The robins you see in your garden will be the same ones all year round except July to September when they sneak off to moult in private.  If the birds make it through a hard winter then they’ll be back the next year if the garden has all the right ingredients.  Robins will nest in bushes, tree roots, open fronted nest boxes and even abandoned lid-less teapots (spouts pointing down to act as drainage).  If there is a shed left open they will often use that.  They use moss, grasses and leaves to build their nests so it helps if you’re not too tidy in the garden.  

The ideal “meal out” for a robin would be a main course of juicy mealworms, followed by a pudding of plump raisins, finished off with a portion of grated cheese.  Mealworms can be ordered from wild bird food suppliers and delivered to your door.  Just be careful about telling the postie what he’s carrying in case he's squeamish!

The vocal wren is a bird that loves nesting in dense bramble bushes but I have seen them build nests hanging from branches, in holes in walls and even in an old swallow’s nest.  The rule is – if you can fit a grapefruit in the gap it’s a potential wren nest site.  The nest is a ball of leaves, moss, roots and grasses built by the male and then lined with feathers by the female.  

Wrens are not too keen on man-made food (although grated cheese is sometimes eaten) preferring to find their natural insect food by hopping around dense undergrowth and bushes.  So make sure there is plenty of low cover for them to forage in.

I am fortunate to have song rhrushes breed in, or close to, my garden each year.  These once common birds have declined drastically in recent years and they really do need all the help they can get.  The more mature and untidy your garden is the better your chances of having a resident pair but try these ideas to increase your chances.   They like to nest in climbers such as honeysuckle or ivy, particularly if these are growing up a tree.  A platform of some sort helps - try wedging half a coconut shell in the plant!   song thrushes line their nest with a mixture of mud and rotten wood made cosier by feathers from the female’s breast. If there is no mud available breeding has to stop so encourage the kids (or have some fun yourself!) to make mud pies and leave them in the garden during dry periods.

To make sure there’s enough food for the youngsters leave leaf litter around shrubberies for the parents to find food in.  Have a rock or two in the garden and the thrushes will happily control your snail population by using the rock as an anvil and the unfortunate, but tasty, snail as a hammer.
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A bird which is no stranger to most gardens is the blue tit.  They love nest boxes but will use holes in walls and trees as well.  As with many other birds moss forms the bulk of the nest – so think again about whether you really need to use moss killer on the lawn.  The lining of the nest though needs to be soft and hairy.  Wool and other animal hair are often found in the nests but give them a hand by unravelling that 

old holey woollen jumper you haven’t worn for years, chopping up the wool and putting it in the garden for them to collect.  Blue tits are colour blind so there could be some interestingly decorated nests out there this summer.  

Chaffinches build one of the neatest nests, camouflaged beautifully with lichens and mosses and lined with animal hair (I’ve found dog, deer and badger hair in nests).  They usually build in the fork of a tree.  

Continuing to feed adult birds with seeds throughout the year will allow the adults to concentrate on finding natural foods for the chicks.  British ringing records show that birds born in one place seldom move more than a few hundred metres during their lifespan, which can be up to 10 years.  So the chaffinches in your garden now may be descendants of birds that lived there many years ago.

Until a few years ago I never thought I would see the day when I would be giving out advice about helping house sparrows breed in gardens.  They seemed to be doing very well on their own.  But they are now in need of our help.  The numbers have been declining for some years in the whole of Western Europe, in some places as much as 60% in the last 20 years.  So lets give the wee guys a hand!  They will nest in medium to large nest boxes and like to be in communities.  Pairs are very faithful to each other and usually stay together till one dies.  It they find a suitable nest site but it’s a bit on the large side then they’ll fill it with straw, or similar material, until it’s cosy.  A small nest site might just be a hole lined with feathers.  They will eat grains, kitchen scraps and breadcrumbs, which they prefer to take off the ground rather than a table.  So do your bit for wildlife this spring and make your garden a haven for the birds.

To find out more about our birds, why not join us for the Dawn Chorus Walk on 7th May and listen to their songs. You need to book  so phone 01330 844651

Fiona Milne

NTS Senior Ranger/Naturalist
Medical Notes
MMR vaccination has once again made front-page headline news, this time with more than a hint of political involvement in the discussion about vaccine safety. Vaccine uptake has dropped over the past few years resulting in increased risk of ‘wild’ infection with measles, mumps and rubella in the childhood population, even amongst those already vaccinated. The medical profession continues to believe firmly in the effectiveness and safety of this important vaccine in the protection against potentially very dangerous diseases. 

There are possible improvements anticipated for the future of vasectomy surgery, a frequent minor (sorry gentlemen!) operation often performed by specialist GP’s. A new technique has been developed known as non-scalpel vasectomy, and this may well be promoted in the UK in the future. Indeed I believe that in Thailand the method was intensively advertised recently, with the King hosting a vasectomy festival at which public vasectomies were carried out using the new non-scalpel technique! This rather bizarre-sounding occasion I predict is unlikely to be repeated in lower Deeside even if the technique is developed here!

The UK obesity epidemic has been well publicised in the national media over the last few weeks, and it makes worrying reading/viewing. Solutions may seem simple – increase exercise and reduce calorie/fat consumption but these issues need to be addressed at a population/institutional (e.g. schools) level, thusprobably involving a wide range of measures aimed at health promotion to individuals and groups (e.g. schools, students, parents), education of health professionals, and of course addressing the impact of advertising in the promotion of unhealthy habits. Therefore a big problem requiring a big central commitment including funding if it is to be properly sorted. 

Please remember to organise your summer travel health and immunisation requirements in good time prior to your main holidays this year by contacting your medical practice – do not leave it until the last minute!

Best wishes                                     

 Dr Douglas Harris

 Peterculter
Nature’s signs

The Country Loon was right again;  we did have a white Christmas. It is wonderful how so many of these observations of nature provide insight into the weather. Of course farmers have always depended on the weather, for their livelihood. Knowing when frosts might come could make all the difference to the well being of a crop. So a farmer’s success was traditionally linked to an ability to read the weather.

Nowadays, most of us are so cocooned in our high pressure lives with our centrally heated homes our fast cars and our mobile phones that we would fail to recognise a sign of nature let alone be able to interpret it. We are fortunate to have the country loon to give us the benefit of his insights. 

Observations of a Country Loon

When writing the article for the December newsletter, I gave ‘sma thocht’ to it being stormy weather without snow that was causing the masses of birds to be gathering in preparation for moving on. Many of the smaller birds that had come from further north have stayed in this area. 

I’ve seen more small charms of goldfinch around this winter than is normal. Probably they are parts of the large charm I saw in November. Smaller birds can cope with strong winds far better than the larger; those that flock during the winter months usually move from exposed areas ahead of stormy weather to more sheltered feeding ground, returning after the storm. Geese are the best example of this happening. ‘Skeins’ can often be seen moving in different directions each heading or returning from their feeding ground. It is this happening I believe that gave rise to the saying being put on a wild goose chase.

When we were ‘bairns’ I often heard father use a saying especially if he had outwitted us kids ‘aye ye canna ootwit an aul craw’ – ‘affa true’.

I am pleased to hear the crow is now being recognised as the brainiest bird of all. Most of us involved working on the land would agree. It is an almost impossible task to stop them feeding on crops. Because of their keen eye they can observe our every move but above all they seem to have a psychic power. They can tell even if we think of using a gun, they simply disappear.

I gave up on the use of a gun many years ago instead I watched their every move and discovered how, in many ways, to be ahead of them. They can still outwit me at times ‘wi nae bother’, ‘I just console masell bi thinking aa weel Burns wis richt a daimen icker in a thrave ‘s a sma’ request.’

Over the years we have seen once or twice on television the use of an obstacle course that birds had to go through to get to food. In order to find the brain of Britain bird, most British birds had the chance to compete. The blue tit always came out on top, but during the film we could often see at a distance a crow with a déjà vu look knowing there was trickery. For me the crow came out on top.

Many of us who experienced the great gale of January the 31st 1953 will remember how well the birds coped and how well sheltered they got themselves before the storm hit at daybreak. The larger birds were behind dykes, buildings, walls and anything solid, ‘thir wir nae birds ahin the rucks they kent the rucks wid blaw ower’. Man, beast and bird were caught unaware with the freak seventeen hour long storm with winds seldom below seventy miles per hour and often well over ninety. There was one exception that being the crows, they moved from any vulnerable rookery to more sheltered younger plantations in 1952 and were well established to reproduce by spring of 1953.

‘If canlemas day be dull and fule

Hauf the winter wis bye at yule.

Bit if canlemas day be bricht an fair

Hauf the winter has tae come an mair.’

Dull or fair weather at the phase of the new or the full moon following candlemas has more bearing on the weather to come rather that the actual day. This present moon came in on candlemas and it was ‘affa clear widder’.

The country loon.
Drumoak Durris & Crathes       Bowling Club

The winter indoor bowling season has been a busy one this year. The 'hat' nights and afternoons have been well attended and our team has had an enjoyable and reasonably successful run in the local league. At the time of writing we are reaching the final stages of the domestic competitions, which have been a popular new development.

Our thoughts are now beginning to turn to the outdoor season, which will commence with the formal opening of the green on Saturday 23rd April at 2.00pm. Before this we have however the club's AGM, which takes place in the pavilion on Wednesday 23rd March at 7.30pm.

In common with many other clubs we are seeking new recruits to our sport to fill the vacancies left by members who, for a variety of reasons, have left the club. If anyone is interested we would ask them not to hesitate to get in touch with a committee member, or indeed any member. The writer will be pleased supply any information in regard to joining the club by telephoning 811475.

Jim Lyon 

Secretary

News from Drum Castle Gardens

What do YOU do when the lights are at red?

I know we are supposed to be fully focussed on driving; on the traffic around us; on the pedestrian dithering on the edge of the pavement; on the gang of schoolchildren whose minds are on each other and not on their surroundings; on the weaving cyclist……

We are not meant to eat apples, change tapes, break up the quarrel in the back; we are not meant to think about what to make for tonight's supper, the logistics of taxi driving for children, what the next appointment is or even, in my case, where I actually set off to go to!  Focus…..

And what do I focus on when the lights are at red?

I hate to admit this, but it's not the traffic, and it's not people.  What catches my eye is the drooping woolly catkins dripping from the willow at no. 20; the slivers of purple and orange peeping through the snow at no.22; the new buds bursting on honeysuckle at no.17; the sunlight reflecting on polished red dogwood stems in the municipal borders, the collection of Christmas roses and  frilly, orange pom-poms of the witch hazel in the gardener's garden at no.15 .

It is truly amazing how plants can do that - catch you unawares and make you take the time to think about the season and how close spring is.  Spring is the season that seems most sudden; suddenly plants show signs that they are still alive; suddenly buds rush upwards and outwards; suddenly daffodil foliage grows 12 inches.  Snow might make them stop in their tracks for a day or two, frost might scorch a few tips, but nothing can stop spring coming.  Is it any wonder that the season has the same name as the word that means to split, to burst, to explode, and to break forth?

The 2005 season sees the National Trust for Scotland celebrating its gardens all over Scotland.  Here at Drum, we are planning a Tai Chi session in the rose garden in August.  

A moment to focus…      

Let your senses take over… 

Feel the pressures of life leave your body for an hour or so…  Calming…

Soothing…

That's how important plants are, how important our landscapes and gardens are.  Would it feel as good inside the village hall or on Union Street?

Without this refreshment, our senses become dulled and somewhat hard.  Take time to appreciate the life on YOUR doorstep.

Help us to continue protecting this tranquillity by becoming a member and supporting the Trust in its work. We need your support NOW.

A lot of folk think that the N.T.S. has loads of pennies' or even pounds, and gets tons of grants and extra funding from the taxpayer and government bodies.

NOT SO.

Drum runs at a deficit of over £70,000 each year.  To secure our future, we need to find funds to cover this deficit or reduce what we do.  So please don't grudge the £2 car parking charge or the gardens admission charge of £2.50.  Drive repairs have been estimated at £35,000 just to sort the holes; the gardens cost over £50,000 to run annually to the standard you, the visitor, have come to expect.  We could close the gardens and reduce our deficit significantly.  Then where would you come to wind down, where would find peace and tranquillity in this hectic world of ours?

We attract in the region of 68,000 visitors a year to Drum, only 38,000 of these purchase a ticket or are members.  That's a lot of people not contributing to the upkeep of this precious place.  So please don't leave it to someone else.  Join now, or give membership as a gift.  It is a truly valuable gift. Preserving our peaceful spots for our future wellbeing.

Diana Robertson

HTS Hrad Gardiner

 Drum Castle
The National Trust for Scotland work very hard on all our behalves, and they truly deserve our support. Our two local castles between them record the highest number of tourist visitors to Deeside each year. This is of immense benefit to many other local businesses in the tourist industry and indirectly supports many tourism related jobs. 

Alex Gordon, the Deeside Area Manager and his team work very hard at attracting visitors. Their next investment programme is at Crathes Castle and has reached Planning Application stage. It involves upgrading their catering and retail facilities and building Skytrek an unique aerial trekking experience. It is designed “to appeal to everyone, from those who want a gentle stroll with fine views, to those interested in the adrenalin rush of extreme sports”  

In a recent presentation to CDDCC Mr Gordon outlined the strategy behind the investment. Market research has identified that the majority of visitors are either young families or retired people. Upgraded facilities and Skytrek  are targeted at the inbetween age groups  to broaden the appeal of the site.

We wish them every success 

Editor 

Finally, the things they say
Commenting on a complaint from a Mr Arthur Purdey about a large gas bill, a spokesman for North West gas said, 
"We agree it was rather high for the time of year. It's possible Mr Purdey has been charged for the gas used up during the explosion that destroyed his house."                                               Daily Telegraph.
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	Date
	Event
	Time 
	Location

	1st Mar
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.30pm
	Irvine Arms

	7th Mar
	Options Meeting
	7.00 pm
	Drumoak School

	9th Mar
	Park Quarry Liaison 
	1.00pm    
	Park Quarry

	13th Mar
	Bill Cooper Scottish Accordian Music
	7.00pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris 

	17th Mar
	Drumoak-Durris Church Annual Meeting
	7.00pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	18th Mar
	Primary School Disco
	Tba
	Drumoak Church Hall

	20th Mar
	Palm Sunday Family Service
	10.00am

11.30am
	Durris Church

Drumoak Church

	22nd Mar
	Durris School Concert
	7.30pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	23rd Mar
	Bowling Club AGM
	7.30pm
	Club Pavilion

	25th Mar  
	Good Friday Service
	7.30pm
	Durris Church

	26th Mar
	Easter Bunny Hunt
	10.00pm
	Crathes Castle

	27th Mar
	Easter Bunny Hunt
	10.00pm
	Crathes Castle

	27th Mar
	Easter Sunday

 All Age Worship
	10.00am

11.30am
	Durris Church

Drumoak Church

	27th Mar
	Bill Cooper Scottish Accordion Music
	7.00pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris 

	5th April 
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.30pm
	Irvine Arms

	10th April
	Bill Cooper Scottish Accordian Music
	7.00pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris 

	16th April
	FDF Clune Children’s Challenge
	2.00pm
	Clune Wood

	17th April
	Drumoak Youth Shelter Opening
	tba
	Keithmuir Park

	23rd April
	Bowling Green Opens
	12.00
	Bowling Club

	3rd May
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.30pm
	Irvine Arms

	7th May 
	It’s Murder at Crathes!
	7.30pm
	Crathes Castle

	7th May
	Dawn Chorus Walk
	7.30pm
	Crathes Castle

	11th May
	Contributions for Next D&D Newsletter
	
	

	14th May
	3D2D 

Craft & Design Fair
	10.30-

5.30
	Crathes Castle

	15th May
	Contempory Worship Service
	10.00am
	Durris Church

	29th May 
	Vintage Car & Motorcycle Rally
	10.30-

5.00
	Crathes Castle

	7th June
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.30pm
	Irvine Arms


	Local Websites

Community Council  

                               www.durris.net
Drumoak & Durris Church

                             www.drumoak-durrischurch.com


	Useful Telephone Numbers

Banchory Police Station     0845 600 5700

Crime Stoppers                    0800 555 111

Neighbourhood Watch Wardens

Drumoak                           01330 811 176

Sunnyside                         01330 811 639

Coalford                            01224 733 981

Ward Councillor

Sandy Wallace                             844 679

Community Council      

Chairman    David Morrish           811 763

Secretary    Jill Gow                     811 495

Treasurer    John Hopkins           811 698

Planning Matters 

Crathes       Tony Butcher            844 747

Drumoak     Molly Atkinson          811 363

Durris          Jean Downie             811 833

Hall Bookings

Drumoak Church Hall  Andy Coutts    811 418

Drumoak  Public Hall  Ian Pirie           811 348

Durris Kirkton Hall      Eric Melvin       811 352

Drumoak Post Office                   811 201            

Park Shop                                     811 463
Woodside Farm Shop                  811 081
Irvine Arms                                   811 423



Diary Dates

The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is published four times a year (Dec. March. May and Sept.)   as part of the Church Newsletter The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is produced as a community service by the Parish Church
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