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I see that Jim and Ros Scott have come across Christmas marketing as early as August this year. Is this a record?  Well with this editor’s un-preparedness for the festive season, the loved ones in his life are more likely to benefit from the January sales rather than carefully planned beat- the-rush present shopping. 

Fortunately some of our contributors are more on the ball than I am, and you will be able to read a great deal about birds in the run up to Christmas, and pick up a few tips from the Country Loon on the tell tale signs that indicate whether or not we will have a white Christmas. 

Read also about the seasons festivities at our two castles

You might also find out whether the youth shelter will eventually go ahead. Could it be a community Christmas present?? 

Read on for the latest news on the Drumoak Houses and School with a special message from our Ward Councillor, Sandy Wallace.

By the time you have reached this far it might well be Christmas Eve, so may I on behalf of all those who contribute, collate and deliver this Newsletter wish you and yours the compliments of the Season and health and Happiness in 2005

Editor

Winter visitors

The bumper crop of rowan berries this year have provided a feast for the phenomenal numbers of migratory birds arriving from northern Europe in the last month.  During the last weekend in October around 100,000 fieldfare were counted on migration in Aberdeenshire and  50,000 redwings were seen in one day at one site.  This has also been an amazing year for waxwings,  stunningly beautiful birds.  A flock of around 900 was at Bridge of Don one day.  Even the more seasoned bird watchers were amazed by this number of birds.

Fieldfares and redwings are members of the thrush family.  The fieldfare is the larger of the two and looks and acts very much like a mistle thrush.  But unlike the mistle thrush, the 

fieldfare’s grey rump and head contrast strongly with their chestnut back.  

Redwings are Britain’s smallest thrush and are easily recognisable with a red flash under the wing.  Although most people never see redwings during the summer they do actually breed in the north of Scotland, but in very small numbers, only 100 or so pairs.  The birds we are seeing in huge flocks just now could be from either Scandinavia or Iceland.  Those from Iceland migrate in a south-east direction and may continue to migrate as far south as France, but missing out England in the process.  The Scandinavian birds migrate south-west and some even reach Africa. Unlike many birds redwings do not always winter in the same country.  There are many records of ringed birds which have spent one winter in Scotland, but were found as far away as Italy, Syria and Iran in following years.

Waxwings are possibly my personal favourites of all our migrants.  With a yellow edge to their tail, silver wings, black “beard” and eye make-up, and a totally mad looking “quiff” of pinky-brown feathers they are unmistakable.  They are usually incredibly tame birds, allowing us mere mortals to get within touching distance of them.  If you have plenty of berry bearing trees or bushes in your garden, such as wild roses, cotoneaster, or rowan, keep an eye out for these beauties!

But please don’t forget our too oft taken for granted wee birdies this winter!  The robins will give you a guilt complex if you don’t feed them…but others will simply struggle, or quite frankly not make it through the winter without your help.  If you find yourself with stale bread, corn flakes which have lost their crunch, apples that are (almost!) rotten to the core in the kitchen you could feed it all to the birds rather than put it in the bin and add to the landfill sites that no-one wants!  However, please, please do not put out mouldy stuff or foods with a high salt content.  And don’t forget to put fresh water out for the birds too.

Fiona Milne

NTS Senior Ranger/Naturalist

PS   If any one is missing a cat or three give me a call…I might just recognise the description!

The Country Loon

The Country Loon has been busy consulting the countryside weather signs. Read on for his Christmas prognosis:

This year has been the best for seeds, on all types of trees and bushes in Britain, this decade. The rowan tree probably being the most noticeable locally, kent as the rodden tree in the north east. Views are equally divided as to whether it can indicate a severe winter to come or not.

A hivi crap o roddens

Can bring a hivi fa o snaw

Fan anithers years hivi crap

Brings nae snaw ava

I find if we look to the migrant Scandinavian thrushes, the fieldfare, redwing, and also, the waxwing. Their time of arrival, size of flocks, whether they stay or move on can tell us much of what to expect of winter weather to come. The fieldfare, ‘known by farming folk as the stubble thrush because of their feeding habit on grain and weed seeds in the fields after harvest’, arrive along with the redwing in mid autumn on an average year. In a year with an abundance of berries and the birds are to stay the winter, big flocks arrive earlier in the autumn then spread over the country in smaller flocks. If they intend to move further south in a year of abundance they arrive much later in the autumn or early winter as they did this year on the 3rd and 4th of November, in probably the largest flocks since 1981. That year they stayed only five days as they did this year. 

I like to get out with the binoculars on an evening of a full moon in the autumn to see what migrant birds are heading south. On September the twenty eighth ‘wi hid a ful meen and a braw cleer quaet nicht’. I wis able to hear the hissin sound made by the redwings as they kept in contact flying overhead on their way south ‘lettin wi ken they winna be bidden the winter’. The ‘hissin’ sound reminds me ‘o the first spurt o stem thit cums fae the pot o tatties fan they start tae hotter, lettin wi ken tae be at haan ready tae bree thim.’

This being the time of year most birds move around in flocks it comes as no surprise if chaffinches, sparrows, starlings and such fly past, but, to have the largest charm of goldfinch I’ve ever seen (nearly a hundred) land on cotton thistle close to me was a real surprise. A charm of goldfinch- ‘sic a braw name for a flock o sae bonnie birdies’- they only stay overwinter in the northeast if the weather is mild. 

The waxwing are gathering into larger flocks now which means the most of them will be going further south before long. If they are staying they move around in much smaller flocks. It seems there will be ample late maturing berries for ‘oor ain birds’ that ‘bide at hame aa winter’ such as the native holly and hawthorn, also Cotoneaster frigidus. Lets hope the movements of the birds indicate a similar winter as we had in 1981-82, with record low temperatures in December and January, also six inches of snow on Christmas morning.

I must apologise for a grammatical error in the previous article. Nae muckle winner the dominie said I hid a haan for hudden a ploo nae a pencil, a Doric phrase I used in the last news letter came out in print as; I hisna yet gawin in wi, instead of I hinna yet fawin in wi. Apologies.

The Country Loon

Medical Notes

For reasons that are apparent below, Dr Harris’s message is not available. However as there are a few important messages, we reproduce a substitute article from the Culter Courier
At the time of writing this article, Dr Harris and his family will be enjoying a sunshine holiday in the land (of all things) Mickey Mouse! Before he left he asked if I would mind writing the autumn article for the Culter Courier in his absence. Is he trying to tell me something? Does he think it's time for me to take up a new career in journalism?

First of all I am pleased to report that we now have the waiting room back in working order again after the incident where the ceiling gave way in July. It took a few weeks to assess the damage and make arrangements for the remedial work to be carried out, but Burns Construction completed the job in early September and the ceiling looks as good as new.

You may have noticed that our electronic message board has been taken down and the doctors have reverted to the old fashioned way of corning through to the waiting room to call their patients. The message board has developed a fault and has been sent away for repair.

Meanwhile, the doctors are benefiting from the additional daily exercise!

An update on staffing at the Health Centre: Following the retirement of Barbara Neely in June we are pleased to welcome Gwen Rankine who has joined our District Nursing team We also welcome Joanna Bisset, our new Health Visitor, who took up her part-time post at the beginning of October.

Kirsty Dingwall, a nurse who has been appointed to assist the Health Visitors with the Childhood Immunisation Programme will join us at the end of October.

The annual "Flu Campaign" is in full swing once again. Some of you will have seen our Practice Nurse, Linda Rae and Dr Millar in their starring roles on Grampian Television early in October when they were promoting the flu vaccination. Hopefully, by the time vou read this article, most of the patients aged 65 years and over, and those in the "at risk" categories (asthma, diabetes, heart/lung disease etc) will already have received their vaccination. However, if you are eligible to receive the flu jag and you have not yet made an appointment, please contact the Health Centre as soon as possible.

There has been much publicity about the new 'Out of Hours' service which is due to be launched at the beginning of November. I hope you will be reassured to know that patients in this area should see very little, if any, change in the service. NHS 24 will remain the first point of contact (08454242424) out of hours. Your call will then be assessed and passed to the most appropriate health professional for advice or consultation as appropriate.

Finally, with Christmas drawing near, I will take the opportunity of wishing you all a happy and healthy festive season and a “bug” free winter.

Mrs Alison Mackay

Practice Manager

The Castles at Christmas

Both our local castles are laying on events over the festive season. Come along and support them

Crathes Castle                    (01330)  844525 

Christmas Past,


          04/12/2004 - 05/12/200Time 10.00am to 4.00pm


Sir Alexander Balbridie invites you to join him and his off-centre family and of course, the Rev. Thrasher, for their annual Victorian Christmas house party - a truly different Christmas experience!                                                   Castle Entrance adults £3.00 children £2.00

 The Cairngorm Reindeer Parade with Santa, 05/12/04                        Time   1.30 - 4.00 pm 
The Cairngorm Reindeer join Santa at Crathes this afternoon to join him on his parade through the castle grounds down to the Castle before returning to his Grotto. When not parading, the reindeer will be penned in front of the castle, and their handlers will be available to answer your questions.
Special event charge for entry to the grounds £3 adults £1 children (including NTS members)

Throughout the weekend, holly & mistletoe and roasted chestnuts are for sale and, of course, the NTS shop and horsemill restaurant are also open. Santa will be in his grotto and children are invited to bring their Christmas list to hand to him in person, then perhaps, join the rangers for some Christmas arts and crafts in the Exhibition room.

Children's Carols                                  10/12/04                        Time   7pm to  8pm

A carol concert especially for children- be prepared to join in and sing along! Suitable for 8-15 year olds Accompanying adults are welcome to come along and have a glass of mulled wine with cheese and a mince pie in the castle while they wait for their children. The NTS shop will remain open for an exclusive shopping evening for parents while their children are at the concert. Early booking essential.
Tickets cost £5/child, £3/adult (includes mulled wine for the adults and fruit juice for the children, with mince pie or shortbread).

Christmas Carols at Crathes Castle    11/12/04 - 12/12/04           Times 5.00 & 7.30 pm
Early booking is essential for this ever popular series of carol concerts with the Minstrels O'Fare, returning to Crathes Castle for the last time in their 20th anniversry year. The NTS shop will remain open for Christmas shopping before and after the concerts.

Tickets £8.50
Drum Castle                    (01330) 811204
Holly Fest                                                11/12/04 - 12/12/04 12 noon to 4.30pm 

Mulled wine to whet your voice for the carol singing, roast chestnuts and a log fire. Stories and creative crafts for the children and German style open market, selling hand crafted quality good. Holly wreath demonstrations, kits to buy and try, traditional Christmas foliage and cones.
Adults £3 (includes refreshments), Children free
Drumoak Durris Crathes 

Bowling Club

Last quarter we commenced this report with the then forthcoming seasonal Green Closure. This time we are reporting on the success of the new format introduced for the day. This started with a 'hat' bowling afternoon followed by a 'spider'.

Immediately after this we had the presentation of trophies and then a buffet meal and closed with a social evening. This revised formula was judged a great day for all who attended and will no doubt be given serious consideration by next year's committee when the matter comes before them.

Turning to the present we can report that the indoor bowling is well underway with about 36 players signing up for the winter season. The club matches are ongoing and our representatives in the league are enjoying the competition. It is planned to hold a domestic singles and pairs competition starting early in the New Year.

The attention of both members and the general public is drawn to the Burns Supper which we are holding in the Pavilion on Saturday 15th January.

If last year's event is anything to go by, this will be a very popular event. The details are presently being finalised so look out for the posters which will be displayed shortly outside our Pavilion as well as the Shop and Post Office.

We are also proposing to run a Quiz night on Saturday 26th February. Details of this will be displayed at a later date.

Jim Lyon, 

Secretary
Footnote

The Scottish Concert held on Saturday 27th November played to a near capacity audience, and was greatly enjoyed by all present. Thanks to all involved with the organising.



Editor

Adult Education 

The Winter 2005 Adult Learning Programme for Banchory Community Learning & Development Centre is currently being prepared.  Copies of the programme containing full and final details of all classes on offer will be available mid-December from Banchory Library, Banchory Community Centre, rural mobile libraries, Drumoak Village Post Office, Park Shop, and various other local retail outlets.

In addition to our current provision for Adult Learning in Banchory we are keen to develop an outreach programme within the Drumoak area making use of the facilities there.  Such classes may take place either during the day, for which a crèche facility may be available, or in the evening.  Some suggestions include courses in Relaxation, Pilates, IT but, really, we would consider any type of class for which there is a specific demand.  I hope in the near future to circulate a questionnaire via Drumoak Post Office, and Park Shop

Alison Ritchie



Adult Education





       01330 825 966

Remembrance

Paul Wilson, the Drumoak School headteacher, was telling me of some wonderfully moving poems that the children had created after a discussion about Remembrance Day. Here are a three of them. 

Editor

War and Remembrance Day

The suffering and death,

The fear and grief,

OF WAR!

The hatred and blood,

The good and the bad,

AT WAR!

The tanks and the guns,

The gas and the bombs,

IN WAR!

The bright and the great,

Triumphed over the hate,

AT THE WAR!

On November 14th people flock to pray

To pray for the soldiers on Remembrance Day.

The Navy, Air Force and Army all march to pray

To pray for the soldiers on Remembrance Day.

All round the world people stop to pray

To pray for the soldiers on Remembrance Day.

If war was talk there would be no need to pray

To pray for the soldiers on Remembrance Day.

Paul Watson P6

The Insanity of War

Guns blazed in the darkness of the war,

Armies forgot the difference between good and evil.

Hatred spread as loneliness took hold,

Driving the young men to destruction.

Fear wormed its way into their hearts

As they thought of the insanity of war.

Families of the dead grieve

Though they are grateful for what their children did.

On Remembrance Sunday

They gather at the Cenotaph,

And as they lay their wreaths of red poppies

They reflect on the past.

Stephanie Gray P6

Remembrance

Thousands of dead bodies lying in a field,

Does anyone care?

Tanks, boats, planes destroyed around the world,

Does anyone know?

Tormented wives, sons, daughters waiting for infinity,

Why does it happen?

One man’s dream.

The cost of human life is terrible,

Deaths, disasters and power.

Thousands of young boys die,

Lying still.

Countries destroyed, populations reduced for power,

Do we really want to remember these catastrophes?

The tragedy has passed

But still resurrects itself

With every madman desperate for control.

The answer is, ‘No’.

We don’t want to remember bad memories of the past.

But we remember the young boys who fought,

Died fighting for a better tomorrow,

Fighting for freedom and peace.

Still wars go on.

So the question is, ‘Have they failed?

Did they die in vain?’

The answer is, ‘They have not failed us.

We have failed them.’

Lewis Fegen P7

Park Bridge Road Closure

In the last Newsletter, I gave out some erroneous information for which I must apologise. Apparently I misunderstood what Mr Kirk, the operations director of Chap quarries, said. about a road diversion required for emergency vehicles to access the Drumallan houses but could not be used by local residents travelling between Drumoak and Durris and vice versa. Unfortunately both Chap and Aberdeenshire Council’s Roads Department were adamant : the provisions were made for emergency vehicles only and would not be of sufficient standard to permit use by the general public.

It was pointed out to both organisations that a considerable number of local residents would be inconvenienced by the 5 week closure. Previous traffic surveys indicate that some 400 local vehicles per day use this road. Over 5 weeks this could equate to 14,000 trips totalling 91,000 miles of additional travel by local vehicles forced to use this diversion.  If we discount one third of the journeys as commuter traffic with alternative commuting routes it still leaves the local residents who daily use the road with 60,000 miles of additional travel.    At 50p per mile  this equates to a general public out of pocket expense of some £30,000, not to mention their time, and the additional environmental impact.

No one considered it appropriate to consult with the community. Neither Chap nor the Roads Department had any idea of the extent of the public’s inconvenience, and there was no apparent dialogue as to how the situation might be improved. Chap’s response was simply that it would cost too much. The Roads Department response “there have been shortcomings throughout this closure and there will be a review of procedures once it is over.”
In granting approval for the extended quarrying works necessitating this road closure, the Planning Service noted as a condition (no 28) that a Liaison Committee should meet regularly to consider planning issues arising during the course of the development and review compliance with conditions.  The justification for this requirement was “to foster improved impaired linkages as well as enhancing aspects of transparency and accountability”.    To date the actions of both Chap and Aberdeenshire Council have had a negative effect on this admirable objective.

In relation to the government guidelines on the conduct of quarry companies and planning authorities towards their neighbourhood communities, both Chap and Planning Services fall well short of the industry’s best practice. However, thanks to the personal intervention of Aberdeenshire South’s Area Manager, Mr Munro, a liaison meeting has now been arranged for 8th Dec.

Two good things came out of the road closure:- 

· The  Roads Department resurfaced Park Bridge - congratulations are due for such integrated planning, and

· Chap completed all the work within the allotted 5 weeks

A word from our local councillor, 

Sandy Wallace
In the past twenty years, all four major parties have had a go at running local government in Aberdeenshire. For the last five, I have represented 5 parishes in Lower Deeside. If I am honest, four of them have been fairly well governed over the piece. Drumoak has not.

The present council, building on the mistakes of others as well as some of its own. has approved planning policies that have led to a further 69 homes being approved. homes that will send 20-30 additional children to a school that is already 100% over capacity. A school with half a playground, because the other half has been occupied by prefabricated classrooms for twenty years. As any football manager can tell you. when your team is on a losing steak, the only luck going is bad luck. While my demands for minor but vital investment in Durris and Banchorv Devenick schools have been met promptly, my calls for traffic islands and youth facilities in Drumoak, have been agreed, then delayed by hitch, after problem, after glitch. The same policies that left us helpless when big volume builders invaded prevented local people building single houses- Brodie Countryfare - an opportunity in most eyes was obstructed by unimaginative minds.

And yet, we must keep this in context. The houses that will be built next year were in the planning system six years ago, even before I was first elected. Finally, there are no more unpleasant gifts in the pipeline. Drumoak School is now one of the top 20 priorities for development in Aberdeenshire and its final place will be known within a year. The council officers who gave Drumoak such a raw deal were trapped within bad policies. As those policies change, so will the deal. When that happens, the benefits must fall, not to the next big house builder, but to the community. The next generation of planning policies must encourage small-scale individual designs, by local builders and householders. The school building, for so long a source of frustration, must be the focus of pride. as the teachers and children in it have been.

2005 must be the new beginning.

[image: image3.wmf]
69 Additional Houses in Drumoak

The saga continues. Readers might remember that the last newsletter told of the long debate on the application, of how all the councillors had expressed concerns about the impact of 69 additional family houses on the already overcrowded facilities of the school; how the Chairman had been at pains to stress his personal concern about the educational welfare of the children, and how the decision would be deferred until a report on all the schools was presented by the Education Authority.

Well the report was duly presented, found to be inconclusive, and as Stewart Milne’s lawyers, Paul and Williamson, were pressing for approval, the decision was brought forward from the December to the November meeting.   Our local councillor, Sandy Wallace made an impassioned plea, and moved that the application be refused on a number of policy compliance issues such as house variety and design. His motion was defeated by 4 votes to 7. 

This time, the most noticeable aspect of the debate was the absence of any real concern about the lack of school facilities. Instead the council’s lawyer was at pains to stress how the Council might loose any subsequent appeal and have to pay the developer’s costs. This clearly made an impression on the seven councillors who voted against Councillor Wallace’s motion. The memories of their previous protestations on the educational welfare of our children were rather short -lived.

However the saga has not finished yet. The 4-7 vote enabled Councillor Wallace to move that the final decision on the application must be taken by the Infrastructure and Resources Committee. Perhaps they might have a greater concern for our children’s educational welfare when they meet on Thursday 2nd December

Drumoak School  - the latest

The Director of Education, Hamish Vernal, has  agreed to meet with the School Board and parents to explain how the Education Authority plans to handle the number of pupils generated by the 69 Stewart Milne Homes. The meeting, originally scheduled for December, has now been postponed to January, and will be preceded by a press release.

In the past the Education Authority claimed that there was no possibility of expanding the school as there was no land available for expansion. The School Board and CDDCC met with Mr George Wight who then made a generous offer of land  to Aberdeenshire Council immediately to the east of the school site. There will be sufficient land to accommodate an extension to the school, a playground and a sports field.

There has also been some discussion on the alternative of an entirely new custom built school at some other Drumoak site, possibly including a nursery section. However such deliberations can only delay the resolution of the overcrowding problem. The question that must be resolved quickly is how to deal with a potential 20-30 additional children in a year’s time.  The last HM School Inspector’s report (1999) reported unfavourably on the accommodation of the school, and a recent Aberdeenshire Council HSE report condemned the assembly hall as a risk for children participating in PE. The school’s accommodation problems have been known for so long – at least a decade, that it really is time that the Education Authority and Planning Services got to grips with the situation. All school parents await Mr Vernal’s intimations with more than passing interest.

Drumoak School - the way it was

With all the talk of the future, and what it might have in store for our children, it is worthwhile looking back through a few generations to remember the long history of education in Drumoak . The first mention of the school is in the 1840 Statistical account by Rev. Adam Corbett, the first minister of the current Drumoak Parish Church. He noted:

There are three schools in the parish, the parochial school, the session’s school, and Miss Irvine of Drum’s school.  The branches taught in the parochial school are, English reading and grammar, writing, geography, arithmetic, mathematics, and Latin.  The quarterly fees are, for reading, 2s. 6d.; reading and writing, 3s 6d.; arithmetic, 4s 6d.; Latin, 5s. – nothing additional being charged for English grammar and geography.  The teacher has the legal accommodation, and draws yearly about £20 as school-fees, £30 of salary, 8 bolls of meal for teaching poor scholars on Drum’s mortification, and what may be awarded him by the Trustees of the Dick Bequest.  

Then a few words from one who went to the school in 1918 and who no doubt joined in the rejoicing on Armistice Day

At fower year aul’, I gid tae the school up the brae opposite the parish kirk an’ graveyaird. It wis caad “Drumoak Central Public School” There wis twa ither schools in Drumoak at that time. Clashmore an’ the north ane aside Murphy Howe. Oor school hid three teachers, Miss Lorimer bein’ the infant teacher, Miss Massie that becum Mrs Pickford an’ moved tae Kenmay, and Domminie Littlejohn. Much has been spoken an’ written aboot him. Very little o’t complementary. He wis in charge o’fit we ca’ad the “big eens” A jinery teacher cam’ frae Aberdeen noo an’ then. The tak a’as kept us on oor taes, an’of coorse there wis the inspectors.

Moving on to one who first went to school in 1942, and rejoiced with the victory celebrations on VE and VJ days.

The school was a finishing school that took the pupils up to 15 when they then went on to the Culter School. In those days it had two teachers who taught three or four classes each. The plan of the H-shaped building was different. The hall was the link between the east and west wings. The west wing (currently the assembly hall) was the main classroom where Miss Phillips taught three or four classes. The desks were set out on a slope rather like a lecture hall. The east wing had the headmaster’s room and the senior classroom where Mr Greenshields the Headmaster taught. 

Heating was by stoves and there were no facilities for lunches until a kitchen canteen was installed in 1948. The playground was divided into two halves one for boys and one for girls. There was an overspill playground now occupied by the car park. 

In those days sports were limited to some football and tennis, and as extra curriculum activities to give the senior pupils exercise they were sent to tend the Headmaster’s garden in the school house next door  - or were taken for countryside rambles.    Changed Days!!

Neighbourhood Watch

Cautionary tales from Alister Bisset the Coalford Area Co-ordinator

In late summer a resident at Coalford left home for an extended holiday in Canada only to find on return that selected electrical and electronic items had been stolen. Having selected the items the thieves then drove off in the family car (the keys having been left in the house) the car being left abandoned and damaged beyond repair some distance from Drumoak. 
Some time ago I visited Drumoak Village with the local police just after the hour had changed in October to undertake a survey of houses which were obviously unoccupied.  The signs were obvious where there were no lights showing and everything was dark and quiet.  Obvious ‘targets’ to potential burglars might have been the house in the middle of a row of three houses where there were no lights, no signs of life.  Others were where the small top window was left open allowing easy access to the main window latch which could be easily opened, giving unrestricted access.  Strangely in our tour of the village, no-one challenged us as to what we were doing, although many would have seen us snooping about around the back of various houses.
The New Deeview Coordinator

Wendy Bowden has taken over this role from Lesley Moore. She will need some help with notice distribution, but is raring to go. Her number is 811176.

Crathes Drumoak and Durris 

Community Council
This  is your big chance to voice your opinion on matters effecting our community. If you want to make a difference:-

BE THERE  

Your Community needs 

YOU

Public Notice
CDDCC Annual General Meeting  will be held

in the Drumoak Church Hall

on Wednesday 9TH  December 2004 at 7.30 p.m.
All members of the Crathes Drumoak and Durris Community are very welcome to attend.

The AGM agenda is as follows:-

To accept the Chairman’s Report

To accept the Treasurer’s Report

To appoint a new Chairman

To table any other competent business from the general public

Chairman’s Report 2004

2004 started with a minimalist Community Council, well down in strength at Drumoak and Durris and with no representatives for Crathes. Dissolution of CDDCC through lack of support seemed quite possible.  Happily a number of councillors have been co-opted during the year, and we end the year in a healthier state with all three parishes well represented. There is however no room for complacency. A number of our councillors will be retiring or moving from the area during 2005, and continuing recruitment will be essential to maintain our strength.

There has been a number of highlights which I will mention under the headings of Community Facilities; Planning; and Quarry Developments.

Community Facilities

· The first section of the Deeside way from Coalford to Park was successfully completed by Aberdeenshire Council in consultation with CDDCC, who are also supporting the next phase of the path from Park to Crathes

· A suite of waste recycling facilities – bottles cans plastic and paper have been installed at Drumoak Public Hall car park and are well used by the community.

· Drumoak youth facilities, DYP03, have progressed. Work has started on the Youth Shelter. Aberdeenshire Council funding of £15000 has been reserved for the multi sport pitch, and the DYP03 fund has now reached £3051.67

Planning

The major planning issue throughout the year has been the additional 69 houses at Drumoak as proposed by the builder Stewart Milne. Two conditions attach to this development a) the sewage treatment plant is upgraded and b) pedestrian crossings be provided along the A93. Unfortunately there was little consideration of the impact of a further 69 family houses on the Drumoak Primary School. CDDCC in addition have challenged the apparent ease with which an upper limit of 60 houses, in the local plan documentation, could be overturned by the developer. We have yet to have a convincing justification for this from the Director of Law and Administration, and it is clear from the tone of his last response that this is a closed matter, irrespective of the damage this does to the public’s perception of the integrity of the planning system.    

CDDCC have continued to monitor progress of the Local Plan enquiry which has been postponed twice due to administrative difficulties by Aberdeenshire Council.  

 In addition, they have provided support for a number of local business developments including Deeside Nurseries and Hardgate Garage and monitored a number of private house developments in the countryside.

Quarry Developments

CDDCC were instrumental in requiring periodic liaison meetings with CDDCC, the quarry company, and Planning Services for both the Nether Park and Park quarries. The first meeting has been held with Leith’s at Nether Park and their operation has been found to be very satisfactory with no neighbour complaints.

At Park Quarry the recent closure of the Park Bridge Road for 5 weeks has caused significant community disruption and loss of business for the Post Office and Park Shop. It has also highlighted departure from the plan supporting the application. In view of this CDDCC have pressed for an early liaison meeting. 

Relationships with Aberdeenshire Council

Over the past few years, CDDCC have experienced increasing deterioration of their relationship with Aberdeenshire Council officers. This mainly stems from their reluctance to enter into meaningful dialogue with CDDCC on issues where we are of the opinion that the basis of a decision is flawed. No one likes to admit they might have it wrong, but given the number of planning decisions made each year some will be wrong on any statistical basis. CDDCC believe that the impact of the planning process on people’s lives is far too important to accept dubious planning recommendations without challenge. Over the past few months CDDCC have considered this in great detail and have arranged to set up a small working group to enter into discussion with the newly appointed Head of Planning, Christine Gore, with a view to improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the planning process and hopefully repairing relationships.
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Donald Keith

Acting Chairman

Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2005 to you and yours
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	Local Websites

Community Council  

                                                         www.durris.net
Drumoak & Durris Church

                              www.drumoak-durrischurch.com


	Useful Telephone Numbers

Banchory Police Station     0845 600 5700

Crime Stoppers                    0800 555 111

Neighbourhood Watch Wardens

Drumoak                           01330 811 176

Sunnyside                         01330 811 639

Coalford                            01224 733 981

Ward Councillor

Sandy Wallace                  01330 844 679

Community Council      

Chairman                          01330 811 763

Secretary                          01330 811 495

Treasurer                          01330 811 698

Hall Bookings

Drumoak  Public Hall  Ian Pirie          811 348

Drumoak Church Hall  Andy Coutts    811 418

Durris Kirkton Hall      Eric Melvin      811 352

Drumoak Post Office           01330 811 201            

Park Shop                             01330 811 463
Woodside Farm Shop           01330 811 081
Irvine Arms                            01330 811 423



	The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is published four times a year as part of the Parish Newsletter (Dec. Feb. May and Sept.)  The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is produced as a community service by the Parish Church

	Events at a Glance

Winter 2004


	Date
	Event
	Time 
	Location

	4th Dec
	Christmas Past
	10.00am
	Crathes Castle

	5th Dec
	Christmas Past
	10.00am
	Crathes Castle

	5th Dec
	Reindeer Parade
	1.30 pm
	Crathes Castle

	6th Dec
	Over 60s Advent Service
	2.00pm
	Drumoak Church Hall

	9h Dec
	CDDCC AGM
	7.30
	Drumoak Church Hall

	9th Dec
	SCD Party
	7.30pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	10thDec
	Children’s Carols
	7pm   
	Crathes Castle

	11th Dec
	Holly Fest
	12.00 
	Drum Castle

	11th Dec
	Christmas Carols
	5 & 7.30 pm
	Crathes Castle

	12th Dec
	Holly Fest
	12.00 
	Drum Castle

	12th Dec
	Christmas Carols
	5 & 7.30 pm
	Crathes Castle

	12th Dec
	Cristingle Service
	6.30pm
	Drumoak Church

	12th Dec
	Bill Cooper SAC Concert
	7.30pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	19th Dec
	Christmas Family Service
	10.00 am
	Durris Church

	19th Dec
	Christmas Family Service
	11.30 am
	Drumoak Church

	  21st Dec
	Durris School Closing Service
	
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	24th Dec
	Christmas Eve Service
	8.00pm 
	Drumoak Church

	24th Dec
	Christmas Eve Service
	11.30pm 
	Durris Church

	25th Dec
	Combined Christmas Day Family Service
	11.00am
	Drumoak Church

	26th Dec
	Combined Service of Readings & Carols
	11.00am 
	Durris Church

	2nd Jan
	Combined New Year Service
	11.00am
	Drumoak Church

	4th Jan
	CDDCC Meeting 
	7.30pm
	Irvine Arms

	15th Jan
	Burns Supper
	7.30pm
	Bowling Pavilion 

	1st Feb
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.30 pm
	Irvine Arms

	5th Feb
	Young Farmers’ Dance
	7.30pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	26th Feb
	Quiz Night
	7.30pm
	Bowling Pavilion

	26th Feb
	Rifle Club Race Night
	7.30pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	1st Mar
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.30pm
	Irvine Arms

	17th Mar
	Annual Meeting & Church Social
	7.30pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris


Safety First for a white Christmas

· Watch your step

· and Drive safely
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