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It must be a quirk of age. A theory of biological relativity.  The older one gets the faster the time seems to go.   Producing newsletters confirms this proposition. They come round faster and leave me slightly less prepared each time. This is a shorter Newsletter than normal as some of the regular contributors are missing due to the failure of the editor to give them timely warning of deadlines and other great pressures on their part. We are all indebted to contributors. Without them there would be no Newsletter – If you have an item of interest you would like to share please give the editor a call. Its your – the community’s - newsletter. 

In this issue we learn some more countryside secrets

about weather tell tales, and weeding for the pot could be a great skill to acquire before the supermarket broccoli run out.

We also report on the answers to all the questions raised about the new houses in Drumoak. 

Meanwhile, I have heard my first cuckoo of spring in Durris Forest, so summer’s just around the corner, and whatever the weather I hope you all enjoy it.

Editor

Back to nature

In these days of broccoli wrapped in plastic and pre-washed, spotless potatoes from the shops, it’s easy to forget that people once relied on wild plants for food, medicine and even beauty treatments.

    Wood sorrel [image: image4.wmf]
The woodland floor is covered in the pretty white flowers of wood anemone and wood sorrel.   Wood sorrel leaves look like clover and close up like parasols on dull, rainy days.  The leaves are deliciously tangy - a bit like the skin of a Granny Smith apple.  Don’t be tempted to eat too many though while out for a stroll as they contain oxalic acid which in large quantities can cause liver problems.

Another common woodland plant is comfrey.  It has slightly hairy leaves and yellow bell shaped flowers.  The leaves are good cooked as a green vegetable but even better when dipped in a light batter and fried till light golden brown.  Its old name of knit-bone comes from its use as a poultice used on bruised or cracked bones.

A common sight along our riverbanks is sweet cicely.  The plant look like a delicate version of hogweed and you must be sure not to confuse these two plants.  

The leaves of sweet cicely smell and taste of liquorice.  When the white flowers turn into seeds they too taste of liquorice.

Most of us don’t have to venture far from the garden to take advantage of nature’s free larder.   Many plants commonly regarded as garden weeds also have something to offer.  Young nettles make a wonderful soup.  They have many medicinal properties too and have been used to treat rheumatism and sciatica. 

Dandelion leaves make a good addition to a salad but can be too bitter for some peoples taste.  The roots can be dried and ground to make a coffee substitute and that tastes similar to the coffee and chicory mixtures you can buy.   A word of warning though…it can have a diuretic effect on some people hence its common name of “pee-the-bed”.  Dandelion 

has also been used to produce a magenta coloured dye for wool.
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Before the days of over the counter hair dyes ladies would brighten up their tresses with a dye made from green alkanet.  The plant’s name is misleading as it has blue flowers similar to forget-me-nots and produces a red dye.

Ground elder, also known as goutweed or bishop weed, may be a nuisance in the garden was once a commonly cultivated vegetable.  Cooked like spinach it has a peppery taste.  Next time you’re weeding it out of the flowerbeds try putting in a pot not the bin.  You may be pleasantly surprised.  

If you would like to know more about the uses of wild plant why not join the rangers at Crathes on Sunday 23rd May in their search for “Plants with a purpose”.  Full details from the Rangers Office.  Tel 01330 844651.

“What’s happening in the Old Wood?”
Regular walkers in the Old Wood of Drum will have seen five large cubicles just off the path.  They were created by Aberdeen artist David Blythe with the aim of getting people to listen to the sounds in the canopy of different types of tree.   This is part of the Oak Trees and Fountains project which will run throughout the summer. We have also been repairing the surface of the trail which will not only make life easier for walkers but will also protect the surrounding vegetation.

Fiona Mathieson, Senior Ranger

The National Trust for Scotland.
Diana Robertson, Head Gardener Drum Castle, continues the story  of plant remedies  in         

"The Pussy Willow Tales". 

Goat Willow - the familiar pussy willow - has almost finished flowering now, mainly furnished with the stiffer green female catkins . Earlier the fluffy golden yellow male catkins adorned the trees at Drum, much loved by our flower arrangers as well as our bees.

The bark of willow contains tannin and infusions prepared from the bark have long been used to control fevers, malarias and agues. Nowadays the clinical application of salicin is aspirin, but chewing the bark or a leaf, or twig, was a cure for rheumatism in Surrey and Herefordshire, for arthritis in Norfolk and headaches or hangovers in Lincolnshire.

Willow's astringent properties staunched bleeding and reduced dandruff in Cumbria, and removed warts and corns in Norfolk and Wiltshire when mixed with vinegar. Sallies as willow was known, could be further mixed with fatty ointments to cure baldness in Galway, ringworm, burns and diarrhoea . I'll certainly be looking at my catkins in a new light! 

All this and beautiful soft catkins, grey silvery or gold leaves, coloured bark - what a great plant. The main problem as a garden plant is a taproot that can cause havoc with drains and foundations. Though there are dwarf willows that don't bring problems - Salix lanata - the woolly willow- is one of my favourites, less than a metre all round with the furriest of stumpy catkins in profusion. Grow a herbaceous clematis or a perennial sweet pea through it to give added interest in mid summer.

The added bonus is of course that ladybirds and bees love willows, but snails and slugs pass by with disdain. Long live sallies! And little boys are welcome to the rest!

 Looking ahead to the summer programme at Drum - join us for the SSPCA's Dasterdly Dawg Day on June 6th or The Family Funday and Frolics on June 13th run by the PTA.

There's lots of walks organised to suit those of you who like smells -'Roses for Noses' - or for those that like history -'Romancing the Rose' at the end of June. There will also be a children's storytelling session in the rose garden, based on the story of Rose Red and other tales. Come and have a picnic in the rose garden on one the two Strings and Roses evenings - the best way to chill out after a week's work.

The big Plant Sale is at the end of May - for plant-aholics, this sale includes plants from all over the north east raised by the Professional Gardener's Guild gardeners - there will be many rarities - come early!

Forthcoming Ranger events at Drum:  

Sun.16th May  Tree identification for Adults  2.30 – 4.30pm  Booking essential.  

Sat. 28th August  Children’s night walk  7.30 – 9pm  Booking essential.

And now, ---- a freebie date for your diaries:-

National Invitation Day  

NTS properties are free on the 13th June for a happy family day out. Both Crathes and Drum will be admission free, and a variety of activities will be laid on to entertain. These will include Orienteering for Beginners, a free magic show, face painting and a host of others at Crathes Castle. At Drum Castle there will be unspecified fun and frolics on the lawn, run in conjunction with Drumoak Primary School PTA.  

Please call the ranger’s office for full details of these and other events in the area.  Tel 01330 844651. and see the diary at the back of this newsletter for more NTS activities.

Observations of a Country Loon

I would have liked to have seen far more swallows appear across the countryside by the start of May. The ones that have arrived will be staying close to rivers and areas of water. The Loch of Skene is a favourite area with them and well worth a visit in the stillness of the evening. Watch them fly around feeding just above the water looking like they are guided missiles!

Hopefully we will see some of the migrant butterflies appear by late May early June. The painted lady is usually first to arrive followed by the red admiral then the clouded yellow, all three choose mainly the thistle and nettle plants to lay their eggs on. Few of them ever survive the winter in any of the stages from egg to butterfly, this means they become a good source of food for the birds. The Blackcap warbler, an African migrant that feeds mainly on insects and caterpillars, takes advantage of this well protected larder. Any year when we see more than the normal one or two clouded yellows arrive, the blackcaps are more plentiful as well. 

I’ve noted that every year this occurs they have turned out to be warm sunny summers. 1947 being the year that brought it to my attention, other years, which were outstanding, were 1955, 1959, 1976 and four years in the early nineties, then again last year. We’ll keep fingers crossed ‘thit a gweed fyow appear, I hae mi doots.’

If the oak afore the ash

The simmer can gyang aa awash

If the ash afore the oak

The quines get on their simmer frock.

There are many versions of this ‘weel kent’ saying which usually tells us it’s been around for mony a year and looked upon over a wide area as reliable. We must make sure the trees are the common ash and the English oak and that both are getting equal exposure. 

We must also make sure we get the time of comparison correct, that being when the ash takes on a purple colour as the flower buds burst open just before the leaves appear the oak takes on a green look as flower and leaf appear together. Bud burst can vary some years by as much as sixteen days. This year they opened on the same day.

The root system of the ash reaches deeper than most trees while the oak spreads wider than most at a shallow level.

‘Nae doot it’s the reets thit hud the answir tae bein able tae forsuthe the widder’
The Country Loon

Medical Notes
“Quality and accountability.” How often do we see these words applied to many aspects of life nowadays, particularly within industry and the public services. They are very major themes in the modern health service, becoming even more prominent in the new contractual arrangements which GP’s will have with the NHS. Our practice (along with many of our colleagues elsewhere in the region over the last year or two) has recently been successful in achieving Practice Accreditation, for which we have worked very hard over several months. This has involved making sure that we meet certain quality standards in a variety of areas including clinical management, premises, communication within the team, records, practice management, audit and education/training. Such standards will be regularly rechecked in the future to ensure that they are maintained. The process has been rewarding for the team and has been a great opportunity for us to take a close and critical look at all aspects of our service.

A most interesting study has been reported this week in the medical press, after a study conducted by the health education charity Developing Patient Partnerships aiming to ascertain whom we turn to most often for medical advice. The findings were that 55 per cent of men aged 18 – 24, 44 per cent in the 25 – 34 age group and 30 per cent of men aged 35 – 44 years go to their mothers with a health complaint for initial help!! Even mother-in-laws were a source of health advice for 15 per cent of males studied! Although appearing to give new credibility to the saying “Mother knows best”, some concern was expressed by the researchers that men (unlike women) may not always be accessing the most appropriate kind of advice for their medical problems ….!                                                  Dr Douglas Harris

Peterculter Medical Centre

Plea for help for a worthwhile cause

“Their name liveth for evermore”

These words are inscribed on War Memorials the length and breadth of our land. In remote communities it is hard to believe so many young men once lived there, and lost their lives in eth carnage of the First World War, and a name on a memorial is all we now know.

I am now gathering as much information as I can about the man named on the Durris War Memorial and would greatly appreciate any details about them so that a community resource be produced, and those who gave their lives are not merely the name of some-one who once lived in the parish. If you could help please contact:-

                             Ronnie Mitchell at 01330 811 900

Adult Learning Programme 

Once again, the Banchory Community Adult Learning Programme has got off to a flying start for 2004.  Currently we are in the process of putting together a programme for Spring 2004 and most of these classes are due to commence during the week commencing 26th April.  In addition to our usual favourites, we are hoping to run several new classes including Pilates; Aqua Aerobics; and Beginners French.  Several IT courses run in conjunction with Aberdeen College will also be on offer.  Full and final details was published in a half page advertisement in The Deeside Piper on Thursday 25th March and further information on any of the above can be obtained from:-

Alison Ritchie at Banchory Community Learning & Development Centre on (01330) 825966.
Finally, if anyone has any ideas for classes to be included in future programmes or if you happen to have a skill to offer, we would be delighted

to hear from you. 

Alison Ritchie

Drumoak Hall Committee

There was a disappointing turn out to for the Hall Committee AGM, and no volunteers to serve on the committee came forward. The existing committee have agreed to continue to serve for another six months. Meanwhile the uncertain future of the hall remains. For quite some time there has been doubts as to the ownership of the hall, and this has added to the uncertainty, however Aberdeenshire Council have now confirmed that they own it. Whether they will be prepared to contemplate the escalating maintenance costs remains to be seen.

Summer Events 

See the Diary on page 8 for this summer’s activities, but the following are worth a special note

St. Ternan’s Medieval Fair

	Saturday 19th  June in Banchory - A loosely medieval fair with displays of medieval sports games crafts wandering minstrels jugglers through to a huge car boot sale. Join in the fun. It will not be a normal Saturday in Banchory.


The 2004 Drumoak Fun Day

	The Fun Day will be held Sunday 4th July from 1.00 t0 5.00p.m. As usual there will be an  “It’s a Knock Out” programme, stalls, and plenty of activities for the children.  Anyone wishing to have a stall, or willing to help organise/supervise on the day should contact :-

                        Toni Hilton, or Duncan Wight


Community Council News

New Crathes Councillor 

Doug Allstaff has been co-opted as a Crathes Member. Welcome Doug. It is great to have a representative for the Crathes ward again, and we are sure the Crathes residents will be very appreciative of your efforts.

Drumoak Housing

Stuart Milne Homes’ planning application for 72 houses is currently going through the planning process. CDDCC recently had a reply to the series of questions posed following the January public meeting in Drumoak Church Hall. Here are the main points of their response which CDDCC promised to report back on to those attending the meeting. 

We asked  “Outline planning permission is for 60 houses. Why is Full Planning Permission now sought for 72 houses?”
Answer   “There is no condition attached to the Outline Planning approval restricting the number of houses on site. The final number now looks like being around 67 due to changes required from our meeting with the Planners.”

We asked “The houses proposed are of a mix of designs for family houses. Why is there no provision for affordable housing or any pensioner housing. 
Answer     “The obligation to provide Affordable Housing is covered in the Section 75 Planning agreement which requires us to pay a sum of monies in respect of each housing unit completed on our development towards the cost of providing affordable housing in the general area. The council themselves will utilise the monies for this purpose.”

We asked  “The additional houses will place additional burden on Drumoak Primary School that will make a stepwise incremental demand on the already overstretched facilities. What proposals do Stewart Milne Homes have to rectify this situation, and have they entered into any discussion with the School Board and the Headmaster on this issue?”
Answer
“The Section 75 again requires us to pay an agreed contribution in respect to each completed unit on our development towards the costs of providing Primary school accommodation and community facilities in Drumoak. We have entered this obligation on the understanding that the school roll is predicted to fall and on this basis the education authority had no concerns with the granting of the outline Planning permission for the housing and the school board did not object to the application.

We asked
“What is the design capacity of the new sewage plant, where will it be sited, and what is the route of the sewage pipe from the two sites to the proposed plant.”
Answer             “The new sewer treatment works is currently being designed and will be provided solely by Stewart Milne Homes. The new sewer treatment works is being designed to accommodate only the proposed development and will be located adjacent to the present plant with the new sewer expected to follow the route of the existing pipework.”
We asked
“The additional 72 family houses will significantly add to the requirement for youth recreational facilities in Drumoak, where currently there are none.  CDDCC already have a project underway to provide a youth shelter, an all weather multi sport pitch and a skate board park. What contribution with respect to planning gain is SMH prepared to make, and when would these funds be available.”
Answer
“The issue of Planning Gain has been addressed by item 3 above and we are following the decision by the Reporter as to our contribution to the local needs. The Council have already agreed the figures but the opportunity may exist for the Community Council to contact Stuart Roberson of Aberdeenshire Council to provide some monies for your local facilities”

We asked
“Also conditional, is the establishment of a 30m woodland screen to the east of the northern site. What access is planned to this amenity, what tree species will be planted, and when will this phase of the work be completed. Concern has been expressed at the lack of footpath between Sunnyside Drive and the Drum Crossroads. The “missing link” is some 300m. Would SMH be prepared to donate this footpath as a planning gain contribution and link it to a footpath to the school via the new 30m tree belt. This would have the added advantage of providing a safer access for primary school children from the east and south of Drumoak.”
Answer
“The 30 metre woodland area is being provided to mitigate the visual impact of the development from the east and is not intended to be used as a public area. The tree species will be provided to suit the local environs of the site and will be of a native species mixture of conifers and deciduous trees designed by a Landscape Architect The location of the site in relation to the remainder of the Drumoak settlement and the school was an issue at the outline Planning stage. The reporter therefore agreed that we should provide a safe pedestrian crossing over the A93 in the vicinity of our development and this will be provided as part of our application and is being designed at present. To go further than this obligation would be beyond the scope of the agreement and is unreasonable in Planning terms.”

So there you have it. At least the answers provided by Stuart Milne homes are a big improvement on the responses normally received from Planning Services, and it is interesting to note that the outline planning permission application states 60 houses and findings of two Scottish Executive Reporters approved 60 houses. However neither the planners nor Stuart Milne deem it necessary to observe such niceties. No doubt both are correct – but to the layman it makes a mockery of the integrity of the Planning system

Deeside Way

Aberdeenshire Council have just completed the first section of this multi-purpose pathway. It is now possible to walk or cycle all the way into Aberdeen without travelling on any busy roads, albeit that the section from the Dalmaik junction to Peterculter is along a little used road.

The pathway has a wonderful surface – much smoother than most Aberdeen pavements – and cyclist will greatly appreciate it.  However it does need some time and weather to consolidate the surface, and because of this there is currently a ban on horses until the end of May as their hooves can damage the surface before it fully hardens.  Unfortunately not all horse riders seem to agree with this policy. The impact of their horses  hooves is very evident.

It’s a cause of wonderment that cars and motorbikes and quad bikes have already been seen using the pathway, and the Council are busy planning some barriers to prevent such occurrences in the interest of safety. 

Glebe Park 

Most users probably don’t realise that Aberdeen Council actually lease Glebe Park from the Church of Scotland, who have recently complained about the poor state of the grass, the lack of gate, fences in disrepair and litter. Much of the damage is due to the popularity of the Glebe Park location and the heavy use made of it during last summer’s heat-waves. Also vandals destroyed the gate and many cars parked on the field destroying the very fragile grass surface.

The Council have acted quickly and installed a new metal gate which is hopefully vandal proof. However this now presents a new problem where do the cars park? On busy football days 20 to 30 cars might need to park, also users of the Deeside Way are likely to park as this is a convenient access point to the path. 

CDDCC have drawn this problem to the Council’s  attention and suggested that a simple solution would be to provide parking bays along the north side of the access road to Glebe Park. These could be fitted in between the birch trees, similar to those in most of the forests. The Project Officer responsible for the Deeside Way has passed the matter on to the Principal Landscape Officer, and his response is awaited. 

Road Changes to Keithmuir Gardens 

The Roads Department are proposing to close off the eastern access to Keithmuir Gardens as part of a number of traffic calming measures in Drumoak. The houses affected are numbers 1 to 14, and CDDCC gave each household a copy of plan detailing the proposed changes. All comments received opposed the proposal, and CDDCC wrote objecting on the householders’ behalf.

Because of the objection, the proposals will have to go before the Area Committee, and councillors will decide whether the closure is required. It does however seem rather a waste of taxpayer’s money. And it would be interesting to see a cost/benefit analysis justifying   the proposal.

Netherpark Quarry

One of the conditions  when approval was granted for this quarry, was that a liaison committee with Planners CDDCC and the quarry operator, Leiths, would meet to review operations and resolve any nuisances to neighbours. The first meeting has been held and both CDDCC and council representatives were very happy with progress to date. CDDCC also confirmed that there has been no nuisance complaints from neighbouring houses.

Deeside Nursery Expansion

The Deeside Nursery located at the Drum Crossroads is under new ownership, and a planning application has been submitted for a new building housing a garden retail outlet and a tearoom.  Extensive landscaping is also planned. CDDCC are supporting this application as it is clearly in line with local planning policy towards businesses in the countryside; it will give modest additional employment in the area; and it will considerably enhance the view from the main road.  

Planning For Real in Drumoak
The additional 67 houses; the Deeside Way; the overcrowded Drumoak Primary School; the shortage of affordable housing; the shortage of pensioner houses; the problem with the public hall; the recreational facilities; the future of public transport; the local impact of the long awaited ring road. 

Clearly, we live in a time of change. The question is how much of the change can we influence, or do we just simply do nothing, get overtaken by events, wring our hands and say “gee! isn’t life terrible?”  However, if the community debates the issues, and gains a clear vision of how their community should develop, and if that vision is then incorporated into the local plan then the community will have some influence on all who wish to develop within Drumoak 

In 2000, the Drumoak residents took part in a survey carried out by children of the Drumoak Primary School on behalf of the community council.  Two of the questions show that change is not particularly welcomed by Drumoak residents.

	What do you like about Drumoak?
	Rank
	Score

	Rural environment and life style
	   1
	  6.7

	Friendliness and sense of community
	   2
	  5.0

	Easy access to Aberdeen
	   3
	  4.0


	How many more houses do you think there should there be in Drumoak?
	           %

	 None
	        49%

	  20   more
	        19%

	  50   more
	        15%

	100   more
	          4%

	Much more
	        13%


CDDCC are preparing a presentation that will show how Drumoak might grow in the future. The objective being to heighten awareness amongst residents and to provide a starting point for a community planning exercise – “planning for real”. A date has yet to be fixed for this so look out for notices publicising the meeting. The size of the expansion could be considerable and the meeting should be worth attending. In the meantime should you have any thoughts on the matter please contact John Hopkins (811698) or Donald Keith (811763) who would like to hear from you.

The DYP03 Project

There might not be much sign of progress on the ground, but progress there has been. Planning Permission for the youth shelter has been granted, and there has been much discussion with a number of Council Departments over the mechanisms for hand over of the shelter to the council. Apparently we need a lease, the council cannot take over maintenance, and there is some doubt about insurance. To those not involved it must seem a bit like watching paint dry. 

The all weather Multi Sport Court has been held until   the mechanisms for the shelter are finalised when attention can be redirected to it. It is hoped that this project will start this summer.

Neighbourhood Watch

Summertime is upon us once more. It’s a time when life moves outdoors. We risk leaving our property more vulnerable to the passing thief by leaving the garage door open when we are in the garden – or by leaving expensive tools unattended whilst we pop indoors.

Remember also the holidays and the day trips away.

· Let the neighbours know when you are away. 

· Make sure everything in house and garden is secure.

·  Use timer switches on key lights and radio to give some indication of habitation. The risk that someone might be at home is a very strong deterrent to the casual thief. 

· Cancel deliveries, 
· Make some arrangement to ensure that piles of post are not visible – another clue for the would be thief.
The new Deeside Way will bring many visitors to Drumoak. With them potential criminals. When out walking or cycling keep an eye out for anyone behaving suspiciously and phone the police. 

Remember too the new number for the Grampian Police call centre where all calls are centrally logged on a 24hour basis. 0845 600 5 700
Found 

A black document case (empty) about 50 x 60 cm in excellent condition and abandoned near the Glebe. Could this be carelessness on the part of the owner – or abandonment after a theft? 

The owner can claim it at the Banchory Police Station.  

Keep on looking after your neighbours, drive safely, and have a splendid trouble free summer . 

Lesley Moore

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

Finally – a few definitions from life.

ADULT:       A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in the middle. 

COMMITTEE:  A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours. 

GOSSIP:          A person who will never tell a lie if the truth will do more damage. 

SECRET:         Something you tell to one person at a time

TOMORROW: One of the greatest labour saving devices of today. 

YAWN:             An honest opinion openly expressed. 
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                              www.drumoak-durrischurch.com


	Useful Telephone Numbers

Banchory Police Station     0845 600 5700

Crime Stoppers                    0800 555 111

Neighbourhood Watch Wardens

Drumoak                           01330 811 879

Sunnyside                         01330 811 639

Coalford                            01224 733 981

Ward Councillor

Sandy Wallace                  01330 844 679

Community Council      

Chairman                          01330 811 763

Secretary                          01330 811 495

Treasurer                          01330 811 698

Hall Bookings

Drumoak  Public Hall  Ian Pirie          811 348

Drumoak Church Hall  Andy Coutts    811 418

Durris Kirkton Hall      Eric Melvin      811 352

Drumoak Post Office           01330 811 201            

Park Shop                             01330 811 463
Woodside Farm Shop           01330 811 081
Irvine Arms                            01330 811 423



	The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is published four times a year as part of the Parish Newsletter (Dec. Feb. May and Sept.)  The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is produced as a community service by the Parish Church

	Events at a Glance

Summer 2004


	Date
	Event
	Time 
	Location

	15-May
	Young Farmers Disco
	19.30
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	16-May
	FDF Conservation Work
	10.00
	Inchloan Entrance

	22-May
	L.D. P. M. Dance
	17.30
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	23-May
	Plants with a Purpose
	14.30
	Crathes Castle

	29/30 May
	Specialist Plant Sale
	12.00
	Drum Castle

	1-Jun
	CDDCC Meeting
	19.30
	Irvine Arms

	6-Jun
	SSPCA Dog Show
	11.00
	Drum Castle

	7-Jun
	Falconry Displays
	13.30
	Crathes Castle

	7-Jun
	Over 60's Fellowship Club
	TBA
	Gordon's Museum 

	9-Jun
	GDFAS Art Lecture
	19.30
	Queens Hotel 

	10-Jun
	European Elections
	 
	Drumoak School

	12-Jun
	Kids @ Crathes Day
	12.00
	Crathes Castle

	13-Jun
	Free Day Family Fun
	10.00
	Crathes Castle

	13-Jun
	Free Day Family Fun
	13.00
	Drum Castle

	13-Jun
	Scottish Accordian Music
	19.00
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	19-Jun
	St Ternan's Medieval Fair
	all day
	Banchory

	26-Jun
	Roses for Noses Walk
	15.00
	Drum Castle

	26-Jun
	String and Roses
	19.00
	Drum Castle 

	27-Jun
	illyria - "The Tempest"
	tba
	Drum Castle

	2-Jul
	Roses for Noses Walk
	15.00
	Drum Castle

	3-Apr
	String and Roses
	19.00
	Drum Castle 

	4-Jul
	Joint Church Services
	10.00
	Durris Church

	4-Jul
	Drumoak Fun Day
	13.00
	Drumoak

	4-Jul
	SGS Open Day/plant sale
	14.00
	Drum Castle

	6-Jul
	CDDCC meeting
	19.30
	Irvine Arms

	7-Jul
	Summer Garden Walk
	19.00
	Crathes Castle

	10-Jul
	illyria -Alice thro' look' glass 
	19.00
	Crathes Castle

	11-Jul
	Joint Church Services
	10.00
	Durris Church

	11-Jul
	Scottish Accordian Music
	19.00
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	13-Jul
	Children's Walk
	14.30
	Crathes Castle

	18-Jul
	Joint Church Services
	10.00
	Durris Church

	25-Jul
	Teddy Bears' Picnic
	13.00
	Drum Castle

	1-Aug
	Joint Church Services
	10.00
	Drumoak Church

	1-Aug
	Jaguar cars - annual meet
	11.00
	Drum Castle

	3-Aug
	CDDCC meeting
	19.30
	Irvine Arms

	7/8 Aug
	Country Skills
	12.00
	Drum Castle

	8-Aug
	Joint Church Services
	10.00
	Drumoak Church

	8-Aug
	Scottish Accordian Music
	19.00
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	15-Aug
	Joint Church Services
	10.00
	Drumoak Church

	15-Aug
	Swords & Archery 
	12.00
	Drum Castle

	28-Aug
	Deadline for contributions for next newsletter
	 
	 

	4-Sep
	Hall Committee Quiz Night
	19.00
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	7-Sep
	CDDCC meeting
	19.30
	Irvine Arms

	8-Sep
	Next Newsletter issued
	 
	 

	11/12 Sep
	Harvest Fest
	13.30
	Drum Castle
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