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Things are not so bad after all. I started preparing for this edition thinking that our community was going to the dogs. Everywhere I looked seemed to be strewn with litter, the Cubs will be folding through lack of leaders, the Brownies had already folded and the youth project, DYP03, was falling behind. It seemed as if nobody cared. 

Then a few people said they would be happy to help clear up litter if someone would organise it. The Brownies have found a new public spirited leader and have restarted, and by the time I sat down to write this piece I had been to the Kirkton Hall Concert and seen real community spirit in action. Perhaps all is not lost in Crathes Drumoak and Durris and there is some hope for our community yet!

So taking a few people at their word :-

Litter Task Force

The road verge to Park Shop is an eyesore of litter – as are other areas in the community. All it needs is a few people to pick it up and bin it.   If you are a like-minded individual and prepared to spend a little time keeping our area tidy please phone 811763, and a time will be arranged for a working party to remove the litter 

Editor
News from Drum Castle Gardens 

Hips and Berries

Do you know how big a blackbird's stomach is?  Not something I'd given much thought to, until last Thursday whilst waiting to pick up the girls from school, I witnessed one blackbird scoff 3 rosehips and 10 cotoneaster berries in under three minutes!  I was impressed!  It beat even my youngest twin's record for meal consumption!

These red, squidgy fruits need the bird's stomach as much as the bird needs the food. Inside the stomach, the acid attacks the hard seedcoat and 'prepares' it for germination.  

Meantime the bird hops around and deposits the waste seed away form the parent plant and so the plant spreads, all in return for providing the bird with a tasty snack!

All over the garden, we are finding these little deposits of seeds, birds mainly, but helped by small rodents too - there is one lovely cosy eating corner (McLion's!), for example, in the box  housing our pond pump.  Rose hip seeds mixed with corn and wheat seed from the duck feeder - you can imagine next year's weed crop!

We have been pruning and tying in the wall  roses ever since the garden closed for the season, a very time consuming job, that allows the mind  time to ruminate about the rest of life.  However, whilst ruminating, I am very conscious of the rosehips being pruned off in order to exact tidiness and control on wayward roses.

Conscious partly perhaps, for monetary reasons, ever present when you work for the Trust - ways to make money……………

But flower arrangers would also die, (well nearly die) for these rosehips and if I'd "done" this rose 3 weeks later, we could have used them to decorate Christmas holly wreaths.  This particular rose, Rosa multiflora, produces hips that resemble holly berries, in profusion and bonus of all bonuses, (or is it bonii?) on totally thornless stems, yes, really thornless.  Even the leaves don't hide that normal hook-and-get -you-thorn found on the back of most shrub rose leaves.  Hundreds of bunches of berries now lie awaiting the next pyro session.  Maybe we won't have another bonfire for 3 weeks and I'll manage to rescue them.  Are there any flower arrangers out there?

Well yes, I could have skipped this rose and gone onto another desperate case, but I am a methodical sort of person and it was the last one on that section of wall and there are about 70 more to prune on the walls!  It was also a thornless one, the respite desperately needed after the 5mm talons of R.Rambling Rector and the one million hooks per centimetre square of R. pendulina.  It has taken me a full fortnight to extract all those thorns from my knuckles and finger tips!  "ROSEPHOBIA" - some of the gardeners have taken to muttering this word under their breath at this time of year, others pray silently to go onto leaf clearing!

 A very enterprising (and possibly slightly mad) flower arranger recently bought some Rosa rugosa from us for a September wedding, huge capsules in shades from crab apple green to pumpkin orange to bruised purple.  How she managed to "arrange" the hips when the stems were bristling with barbs of all dimensions, is beyond me, but the funds were very useful and the bride was happy - the posy luckily was more conventional!

Also this year, we had a few flagons on the Rosa moyesii, though the best specimen plant I've seen of this, is next to the moon gate at Leith Hall.  The bush drips with orange flagons, like firefly lanterns.  Then there are the purply-black cherry-like berries of the Scots or Burnett roses, never eaten by any bird alive on this planet today, on account of  the severe, and I mean severe, prickles.  Severe in quantity, severe in quality, this is the bush recommended to deter burglars - It would however also deter most gardeners from ever stepping out into the garden.  Not a spectacular berry, by any description, but it can add a bit of texture to otherwise scraggy bushes at this time of year.  The collection of Scots roses is slowly expanding at Drum, each new variety having different flowers, or growth habit or berries, but all guaranteed to give you prickli-itiss to a greater, not lesser degree.  No wonder the gardeners mutter!   

Don't let me put all you potential volunteers off though!!! … we need you all for our Holly Fest.

We start preparatory work in the Education Room on December 1st and build up to a crescendo for the event on the 13/14th.  If you'd like to learn how to make holly wreaths, traditional or oasis types or natural ones, we  now have volunteers who can do any kind  and who are more than willing to help the more ham-fisted amongst us master the techniques.  Come and give it a go!  

Or if you've never been to the Holly Fest, drop in over the weekend, and soak up the wonderful atmosphere of a really friendly bunch of people, enjoying Christmas preparations without the hassle, the bustle, the noise, the clatter, the razz-a-ma-tazz, the crowds, the claustrophobia …… you can tell that I hate shopping!

We will have a craft market, A Blue Peter Appeal Stall, Stonehaven Sea Cadets, SSPCA.,  mulled wine, carol singing, activities for children, mince pies and log fires

Our time table for the events:- 

1st - 12th December wreath making-volunteers in  Education Room - 9am to 8pm.  Just turn up - good clack guaranteed.!

Donations to Blue Peter Stall - books, videos, cd's, bric-a-brac - in good condition - for collection, tel 01330 811406. Or deliver to Education Room by 12/12/03.

Home bakes - Stonehaven Sea Cadet stall would welcome any home bake contributions

13/14th December Holly Fest : - 12noon to 4.30pm       £3 entry, includes refreshments, children free.

Like to order a wreath?? Tel. 01330 811406.  All funds from wreath sales support the gardens at  Drum. 

Diana Robertson

Head Gardener
A Country Loon’s Weather

I often have a crack with a farming friend who is a mine of weather forecasting folklore reinforced with a keen eye for nature.  I have always been impressed with the accuracy of his observations and forecasts and am indebted that he has agreed to share some of them.  Modesty, and possibly the avoidance of liability in these litigious days, requires that he remains the country loon, but for we urbanites his observations will be fascinating. Enjoy

Editor

“  Nature can help us in many ways at any time of the year to predict the weather a few months ahead if we take a close look …….

At this time of year, we can look at the Alder Tree.  A native that grows best on wet ground. To compliment for lack of nitrogen in the soil it has root nodules that can fix nitrogen from the atmosphere, its ripe fruit from the female catkins stay on the tree throughout winter, being shed only when soil conditions are suitable in the spring. This method of nitrogen supply (the same as the pea family) has a big influence on when the fruit ripens. If the fruits are completely dark brown in colour in early autumn, they are shed early in the spring. This year they are still green at this time, so they will be late to fall.

Worms can tell us when to expect frost that will penetrate more than an inch below the surface. Worms can be seen mating on the surface at night. It takes six weeks from mating ‘till the young are able to survive without plant material at lower depth to avoid more severe frosts. – Worms were seen mating in November this year.

Stoats can tell us about winter snow by how white their coats turn and when. This is usually six to eight weeks ahead of snow. They are already 70% white. 

The northern lights are a sure sign of windy weather (‘roch widder’) to follow. Seen in October it usually stays windy till “the turn o the day”. Seldom do we get frost when there is wind. We have seen fine displays of the northern lights lately.

The Country Loon’s forecast:-

“Frost first hauf o November, dubs aa December an sna efter”

The Country Loon

Drumoak Durris Crathes Bowling Club

We are now into our winter indoor bowling season and for the first time we have entered teams in the local indoor league under the title of' Drumoak Pavilion'. Initially we found the opposition rather daunting but a recent positive result is very encouraging. Our members are enjoying the competition and are looking forward to the further challenges ahead.

As always, we extend a warm welcome to anyone interested to come along and join our activities. We meet in the pavilion on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays at 7.00pm and Wednesdays at 2.00pm

Our annual prize giving and dinner dance was held on 25th October and was a very successful function. Unfortunately the numbers attending were lower than recent years and may require the committee to reconsider the form and timing of this event for future years.

As indicated previously four further events are scheduled for the winter season. The first one is the Scottish Concert with Charlie Kidd and Friends to be held on 29th November. This will no doubt pre-date the issue of the Newsletter and therefore no more need be said. On 13th December we intend to get into the party mood by having a Bowling Fun Night and on 13th January we are reintroducing our Burns Night, which is expected to be a popular event for members and friends.

The winter season is rounded off with our Social Evening of Wine and Wit on 28th February.

Tickets for the last two events will be available from committee members at the appropriate time.                                    

Jim Lyon, Secretary.

Drumoak Primary School

It’s been an exciting and interesting 2003-2004 session for everyone at Drumoak School. We have been involved in a wide range of interesting activities and working hard at the basics.

We successfully participated in a  “Jump Off”.   This involved pupils skipping to raise funds for the British Heart Foundation.  Throughout September pupils skipped regularly at lunchtime to build up their stamina for the  “Jump Off”.   On Tuesday 23 September the pupils were put into groups of 6 and had to skip for two sessions of one hour each.  The pupils did exceedingly well.

We managed to raise a magnificent  £1070.20  for  the  British  Heart Foundation.   This is a remarkable achievement for our school and I would like to thank everyone who contributed to this large amount of money.

Our recycling of aluminium cans continues to be successful.  Every week we manage to collect between 10 and 20 bags of cans, which are then collected and driven to Inverurie recycling depot.  In the summer Moira Grieve helped to collect  the  cans from the Banchory Show and George Wight at Sunnyside Farm  stored  them.   As a result, the  school benefited with a cheque of £53.00.   There  must  have  been  thousands  of cans.  Thank you very much Moira.

The next month is always a busy time.  

Our Christmas preparations are underway and we will be having our Christmas Concert on December 11th.  The younger pupils are performing the nativity, “The Very Hopeless Camel” while the older ones are presenting “Snow White and the Seven Dwarves”.  I am sure it will be excellent!

I would like to finish by wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and a Successful New Year.

Paul H Wilson

Head Teacher
Durris Primary School

We have had a busy term so far and it’s not yet December!

Nursery went for a walk in Crathes woods looking for signs of Autumn.  We collected items for the New Hope Trust Shoeboxes and Primary 7 helped by parents packed 46 boxes for children in Romania and Moldova!  At the moment we are collecting blue bags of clothes for recycling.  This fits in with P4-7’s project on ‘Pollution and Conservation’.  The community concert in Kirkton Hall is our next event and we have been busy rehearsing for our “slot”.

The swimmers have been practising for the Stewart Swimming Gala in Aboyne and the school photographer is coming to school and nursery.  Our bookfair is installed in the “spare” classroom and P7 are rapidly learning “hard-sell” techniques.  Our Junior Road Safety Officers are planning an assembly while the children on the Pupil Council are undertaking a survey on school meals.  Primary 4 are going to Drumoak School for a day with other Primary 4 children from the small schools.  They will make Monster Buggies in the morning and take part in some Healthy activities in the afternoon.

December will bring the usual excitement – handwork, cards, parties, a nursery show and the Christmas Carol service in Durris Church.  Can we last another 4 weeks?

Finally all staff and pupils at Durris would like  to  finish  by  wishing  everyone  a  Happy Christmas and a Successful New Year.

     Sandra Horricks

Head Teacher

Drumoak SchooI Board
The Board has a vacancy for a 

 community member 

AII you need is an interest: in chiIdren's education, an interest: in IocaI issues and a wiIIingness to attend about 6 meetings a year. For more information please contact:-

 David Gray on 811697 or

 Drumoak SchooI and taIk to the Head Teacher,  Mr Wilson.

Drumoak School Board

Job Vacancy

  We have a vacancy for a clerk to the school    board. This is a paid post and involves organising and attending Board meetings, taking and writing up minutes, attending to any business and keeping simple accounts. There are usually only 6 meetings a year.

  If you would like to join the team or require any more information then contact:-

Linda Stewart on 811230

or David Crayon    811697.

Neighbourhood Watch

It’s heartening to start this article with an extract from a report by Inspector Ian Kirkwood at Banchory Police Station

“Priority Crimes in the Deeside area continue to fall with a 51% reduction compared with the last quarter. In particular vandalism dropped by 48% and thefts from vehicles dropping from 17 crimes to zero.  These excellent figures are due to the vigilance of the public reporting suspicious incidents and the pro- active efforts of local Officers carrying out specific patrols of areas previously identified as hot spots.”

Keeping an eye out in our neighbourhoods and reporting suspicious incidents is paying off and we all benefit from a more pleasant and secure environment as a result.

Meanwhile remember that long nights give more cover to criminals who are always ready to exploit any weakness

· Keep an eye out for strangers in your area and take a note of the numbers of any suspicious car, and inform the police:-

01330 822 252
· Leave a few lights on when you go out at night preferably with timer switches. Leave a radio on. Houses in darkness invite robbers’ investigation

· Keep the garage doors shut if you are in the house or garden and outhouses locked

Winter is also a time when we often go for mini breaks Take the same time and care to protect your house and property when absent for a weekend as for a long holiday. The risks from break-in are just as great no matter how short your absence.  Keep the neighbours informed.

At this time of increased parties and festive well-being despite adverse weather be alive to risk

Don’t Hurry, Drive Safely,

and don’t Drink and Drive

Wishing everyone the compliments of the season and a Happy New Year 

Lesley Moore 

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

Drumoak Brownies

Good News! The brownies have found a new leader – Jeanie Dutton. Meetings have now resumed every Tuesday in Drumoak Church Hall from 5.30 to  7.00pm

All Girls from age 7 to 10 are very welcome to come and give it a try.  We are sure they will enjoy it 

For further information please call Karen Massie 01330 811 906

Drumoak Cubs 

Sad news for the boys.   The Cubs will cease operating at the end of this year when their leader retires.  Ian Fagen has run the pack for the past seven years, and given sterling service to many boys and their parents in the area. Well done Ian and thank you on behalf of our community - seven years is a long time.

Ian has given lots of notice but despite many appeals (including one in out last issue) no one has come forward. Readers, surely amongst you, there must be a couple of people who would give the boys a healthier alternative to computer games. 

The Beavers will continue as usual,  but without the continuity of progression to the Cubs.

Durris Community Concert

“a true community event”

Friday 21st November.  A capacity crowd at Kirkton Hall were royally entertained by the groups that regularly use the hall. 

Durris Primary School set the standard for the evening with a non-stop session of songs, recitation and dance that was wonderful to listen to and look at.  The children were bright, enthusiastic, and the precision of all their actions as they sang and danced was a joy to watch. 

The Drumoak & Durris Church Music Group performed a variety of lively songs with wonderful harmony.  

Bert Mackie of the Durris Bowling Club entertained us with a classic bothy ballad, a cautionary tale of Canadian flatulence, and had the audience in stitches. 

The Scottish Country Dance group took the stage and demonstrated not only three complex country dances, but also some very nimble footwork and turns as they negotiated the rather cramped stage without incident.

After the break, the Durris Young Farmers demonstrated the finer points of cattle judging with the aid of four stalwart hands and knees demonstrator beasts. The judging appeared to concentrate on the quality of the rump with much prodding and thwacking from the judges. The broadest seat – fittingly an Aberdeen Angus - carried off the first prize rosette amidst much hilarity.                                                         

Eleven ladies of the Durris WRI performed a selection of songs from shows, ballads and traditional airs, all sung in perfect harmony.  Not only did they sing well they also looked very elegant, each sporting a large sunflower on their matching black outfits.   They looked a picture and could grace a WRI calendar as well as the 11 famous calendar girls!   

Their only performer not dressed in black was their oldest member, Mrs Archibald who admits to being 90 something, and who recited a wonderful Doric poem of some considerable length - not only with a perfect delivery, but with a perfect memory that left many of her audience in awe!

The final event of the evening was a hilarious sketch by the Kirkton Hall Committee of their AGM. It was modelled on the Dibbly Parish Council complete with a splendid Vicar of Dibbly and all the other characters, each of whom were so true to their part and had the audience in stitches. The sketch was written and produced by one of the Hall Committee members, Sarah Hopkins, who showed great writing and casting talent.  

All in all a very successful evening ably compered by Jim Taylor with a fund of pithy stories.  In his closing remarks he noted that the evening was just like country evenings used to be and paid tribute to the great community spirit in Durris that can rise to the occasion and give pleasure to so many. 

The event is expected to have raised well over £1000 for the hall funds.

As told at the Community Concert- 

A mother, after many fruitless attempts to get her son up in the morning to go to school asked “but why don’t you want to go to school?”

“’Cos the children hate me and I don’t like the teachers”

“but son you have to go – you’re the headmaster!”
Crathes Drumoak & Durris        Community Council

CDDCCC AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the Community Council will be held on

Monday 1st December

At 7.30 pm in Kirkton Hall Durris
All members of the community are cordially invited to attend, and the Community Council will welcome their views on the future direction of CDDCC activities. The following article is the Chairman’s report to be presented at the AGM

Chairman’s Report 2003 

This has been a busy year for CDDCC since the reconstituted council was formed in November 2002.

Activities have been dominated by planning issues with much time taken up with commenting on the new Aberdeenshire Local Plan, and three major planning applications:-  60 houses for Drumoak; the proposed Brodie Countryfare shopping development at Park; and the extension to Park Quarry.

The 60 Drumoak Houses, had originally been limited by Aberdeenshire Council to 30 in the local plan, and this decision was overturned on appeal to the Scottish Executive. Two conditions attach to this ruling a) the sewage treatment plant is upgraded and b) pedestrian crossings be provided along the A93.  

The Brodie Countryfare application was refused by the Council and the subsequent appeal took the form of a public enquiry held in Drumoak Public Hall in June. CDDCC participated as an interested party, and was able to question a number of claims made by the developers and their agents. This is a watershed enquiry, as the Countryfare development, by nature of its size and location, could potentially change the character of Banchory, and other Deeside towns and villages.  Many issues were raised justifying CDDCC’s original basis for objection. CDDCC consider that the questioning and analysis was much more thorough then the initial justification in the planning application and the integrity of the planning process was upheld -whatever the decision by the Reporter

By contrast, the Park Quarry Extension planning application was the antithesis of this process. There were widespread objections to the proposal within the community. Detailed objections were raised on compliance with structure and local plans. Also, on the technical grounds of dust and noise effects on nearby dwellings.  None of these were satisfactorily answered by the officials involved, and councillors then proceeded to approved the application.

 CDDCC objections to the conduct of the meeting have yet to be adequately addressed, and a number of questions have yet to be answered by the Planning Authority. CDDCC also felt sufficiently aggrieved to raise the matter with the Scottish Executive supported by our local MSP and a number of list MSPs, unfortunately the Minister for Communities, Margaret Curran, declined to intervene.  It is regrettable that CDDCC have been unable to impress upon Aberdeenshire Council officials and the Kincardine and Mearns Area Chairman that the conduct of this application has significantly eroded Lower Deeside residents’ trust in the planning process and its administration. 

Besides these activities CDDCC have been actively involved on a number of community initiatives, although it has to be said that much of our available time and energy has been focussed on the three major planning issues.

The Drumoak Youth Project 03 (DYP03) initiative is a major project to provide much needed facilities for young people in Drumoak where the secondary school population is some 30 and rising.  Extensive consultation with the young people has established that a youth shelter and an all weather multi purpose sports court would meet most of their requirements. The residents of Drumoak have also been consulted and support the concepts.  Some budget funding has been secured from Aberdeenshire Council, and local contractors have indicated they will assist with equipment and some material, however the community will also need to raise some funds. A good start has been made with this and currently some £2000 has been raised.  

Consultations on the Deeside Way section between Peterculter and Drumoak have been finalised, and it is anticipated that work is anticipated to start by the year end.

Durris.net, the community web site has been inaugurated, and is now well established with many “hits”. It provides a fund of information on Lower Deeside, including the activities of CDDCC, history items, what’s on, local references and many more.

This year has also seen a change of meeting arrangements. CDDCC now meet monthly on the first Tuesday of each month in the Irvine Arms. This has improved our information flow, encouraged visibility with the general public, and generally found favour with councillors and public alike.

Throughout the year many have given of their time and effort to CDDCC’s contribution to our community’s affairs, and our thanks is given to them all. Space prohibits individual recognition however there are a few individuals whose efforts merit particular reference.  Banchory Academy pupils Donna Duguid, Philippa Bramley and Charles Tait, for their efforts in the planning of the DYP03 project; Teressa and Patrick Frimpel, Jackie Buchan and Duncan Wight for their DYP03 fundraising efforts; and John Hopkins for his sterling work on the Durris.net web site.

Finally, to all our community councillors, my thanks for their enthusiast support, and to those who have moved on for career moves, family and/or other commitments namely Hamish Taylor, Edward Arthur, Mark Leigh, and Jill Henry, we wish them well.

D. B. Keith

Acting Chairman
Does Crathes Drumoak & Durris need a Community Council?

AGMs are always a good time to take stock and ask the awkward questions.   Ask the Government or Aberdeenshire Council and you will get an emphatic yes, Community councils are an essential part of local democracy. How else they say can they obtain informed opinion. 

Ask your community councillors after the trials and tribulations of recent planning issues and they would say that they are only listened to when their views endorse council thinking.  Dissent and conflict are studiously ignored. In other words they are a convenient mechanism for demonstrating the caring and listening aspect of bureaucracy without having to do much.

Ask the man on the North – or South  - Deeside Road and he’ll say CDDCC who?   Yet, over the Park Quarry affair, community councillors have been amazed by the number of people who have come to them and voiced outrage. Equally a number of people came forward to help launch the DYP03 project. This is a community self help project. Its objectives would be a very long time coming if we were to wait for the local authority to provide it.  Even so, are the benefits to the community worth the time and effort community councillors spend on it?  If they wound CDDCC up what would the community lose?

Firstly, a legitimate – and statutory - right to express the views of informed opinion in the community. Without this any individual objector is dismissed as a NIMBY and the objection has no standing no matter how valid.

Secondly, easier access to Aberdeenshire councillors and officials – for what its worth

Thirdly, the community would lose a modest grant of some £600 which is distributed to a number of local activities. It would also lose the possibility of attracting other project funds from Aberdeenshire Council.

Fourthly, with the current changes to our area already included in the local plan such as 60 houses in Drumoak and more in Durris, with the immanent start of work on the Culter/Drumoak section of the Deeside Way, and the implications of access in the countryside, the lack of a local voice would be a distinct disadvantage.   

On balance CDDCC councillors believe this is not an appropriate time to give up, rather to regroup, and work with Aberdeenshire Council to secure the maximum possible benefit for our communities.  The AGM will explore these issues further.  But what do the readers think?? Phone 811 763 if you have a view you would like to share.

DYP03 Project

As reported in the September edition, fundraising and other activities have slowed considerably due to the time and effort expended on the Park Quarry issue.

However it is hoped to restart with a new project team and to press ahead with the youth shelter as soon as possible as we have access to a local authority fund to augment our current £2000 plus fundraising. The multi sport court will take longer as sources of funding will need to be pursued.

Brodie Countryfare  Appeal

The public enquiry was held in June and the Reporter thought his decision would be available by the end of September.  However a recent check with the Scottish Office reveals that it may be a little longer before it is issued due to pressure of work. Perhaps by Christmas?

Park Quarry

Despite our representations, and the active support of MSPs Mike Rumbles, Nichol Steven, Shiona Baird, and Richard Lochead, the Minister for Communities, Margaret Curran, has declined to call in the planning application, and suggested that any further issues should be raised with Aberdeenshire Council.

CDDCC have therefore requested a meeting with the Area Chairman, Councillor Howatson, and the Area Manager Mr Munro to discuss how to avoid a similar situation in future and how to administer the supervision and enforcement of the planning conditions, which the planners have produced to protect the amenity of neighbouring properties.  A response is still awaited, and Councillor Sandy Wallace has undertaken to intercede on our behalf.

Deeside Way

Aberdeenshire Council have completed their neighbouring consultations on the proposals for the Deeside Way section from Peterculter to Drumoak, and have indicated that work will start by the end of the year.   It is noteworthy that they do not need planning permission for this. To find out more about the Deeside way why not try our website www.durris.net Alternatively there is a copy of the plan in Banchory Library

Drumoak Traffic Calming
The Roads Department have very recently been in touch with CDDCC to discuss their current traffic calming proposals. These include:-

· 20mph limit on Sunnyside avenue as far as the school

· 20mph limit for Station Brae to the current 30mph limit and including Deeview Gardens

· a pedestrian crossing island at the Park Bridge Road Junction

· A pedestrian crossing island near the west bound bus stop at Keithmuir Gardens and closure of the eastern access to Keithmuir gardens from the A96

Broadband

Broadband should be with us in Drumoak for Christmas with luck, and thanks to the concerted efforts of  enthusiasts to reach our trigger level.

Unfortunately this will not help those on the Crathes exchange, but help is at hand:- 

Good news everyone! The Crathes Telephone exchange may soon be upgraded for ADSL Broadband. The trigger level set is 100 people which means 100 people need to register before Broadband can be activated. We already have 38 registrations so we only need a few more.

 But it won't be activated unless everyone registers so if you want to support the local area's campaign go to www.btopenworld.com/votebroadband and register. If you don't have a computer and you still want to support the campaign you can phone me on 01330 844571 and I will do it for you. Drumoak and Banchory have already upgraded so don't fall behind. High speed internet is a few clicks away!

                                               James Watson
And finally, Dear Reader, a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous 2004 to you and yours

Editor
The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is published four times a year as part of the Parish Newsletter (Dec.   Feb. May. and Sept.)                                                     The Drumoak & Durris Newsletter is produced as a community service by the Parish Church                 
Dates for the diary

Note This year there are no Hogmanay Parties planned for the Kirkton and Drumoak Halls

	Date
	Event
	Time 
	Location

	01-Dec
	CDDCC AGM
	7.30pm
	Kirkton Hall Durris

	01-Dec
	Start of wreath making 
	09.00am
	Drum Castle 

	10-Dec
	Coffee Shop
	10.30am
	Drumoak Church Hall

	11-Dec
	Christmas Concert
	 
	Drumoak School

	12-Dec
	Last day for Holly Fest contributions
	 
	Drum Castle 

	13-Dec
	Holly Fest
	12noon
	Drum Castle 

	14-Dec
	Holly Fest
	12noon
	Drum Castle 

	13-Dec
	Bowling Fun Night
	7.30pm 
	Drumoak Bowling Club

	21-Dec
	Xmas Family Service
	10.00am
	Durris Church

	21-Dec
	Xmas Family Service
	11.30am
	Drumoak Church

	24-Dec
	Xmas Eve Service
	8.00pm 
	Drumoak Church

	24-Dec
	Xmas Eve Service
	11.30pm
	Durris Church

	25-Dec
	Xmas Day Family Service
	11.00am
	Durris Church

	28-Dec
	Readings and Carols
	11.00am
	Drumoak Church

	04-Jan
	New Year Service
	11.00am
	Durris Church

	06-Jan
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.00pm
	Irvine Arms

	13-Jan
	Burns Night
	7.30pm 
	Drumoak Bowling Club

	20-Jan
	Guild Supper
	7.30pm
	Irvine Arms

	03-Feb
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.00pm
	Irvine Arms

	11-Feb
	Coffee Shop
	10.30am
	Drumoak Church Hall

	12-Feb
	 Next Newsletter

 Contribution Deadline
	 
	

	17-Feb
	Guild "Dare to care"
	7.30pm
	Drumoak Church Hall

	28-Feb
	Evening of Wine and Wit
	7.30pm 
	Drumoak Bowling Club

	02-Mar
	CDDCC Meeting
	7.00pm
	Irvine Arms

	23-Mar
	Guild "Together Time"
	7.30pm
	Drumoak Church Hall


Some useful numbers
	Banchory Police station
	01330 822 252

	Crime Stoppers
	0800 555 111

	Neighbourhood Watch Wardens
	

	Drumoak
	01330 811 879

	Sunnyside
	01330 811 639

	Coalford
	01224 733 981

	Ward Councillor Sandy Wallace
	01330 844 679 

	CDDCC   Chairman                      
	01330 811 763

	CDDCC   Secretary
	01330 811 495

	CDDCC   Treasurer
	01330 811 698

	Hall Bookings Drumoak  Ian Pirie
	01330 811 348

	Hall Bookings Kirkton      Eric Melvin
	01330 822 352

	Drumoak Post Office
	01330 811 201

	Park Shop
	01330 811 463

	Woodside Farm Shop
	01224 732 081

	Irvine Arms
	01330 811 423
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