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It has been a memorable summer in Lower Deeside. We have basked in none-stop sunshine and pitied the poor holidaymakers whose annual search for the sun in warmer climes has given them an uncomfortable warmth that was more than they bargained for when they consulted the travel brochures in the shivering dark days of January.

However, not all our memories are of halcyon days and outdoor barbeques. There is also the distressing sight of salmon dying of heatstroke in waters shallower than living memory.  

Human events also left their distressing mark for many Drumoak and Durris people – especially those who attended the Park Quarry Planning meeting in the Drumoak Public Hall on 24th June.  It is rare for this community to make the headlines in the local press, but to have coverage for more than a week and also make the national tabloids was quite something. Those present sat through a meeting conducted more like a kangaroo court where the decision to approve the extension was a foregone conclusion by a majority of councillors whose arrogance and ignorance of the issues involved was only too obvious to the public.

There is almost universal condemnation of the proceedings within the community.  The Planning Authority as represented by the Kincardine and Mearns Area Chairman, Councilllor Howatson, and the six other councillors who voted with him did nothing to enhance local democracy.

The antics of these councillors make a sad contrast with the public enquiry into the Brodie Countryfare only days before this hearing. In this case, which had equally difficult technical evidence, all aspects of the evidence were subjected to cross examination, and incisive questioning by the Scottish Executive Reporter. At the end of the enquiry, everyone who attended it could confirm their case had been fairly heard, and whatever the outcome, the end result will be a detailed unbiased decision

The sad thing is that these councillors could have noted the conflicting technical evidence and refused on the grounds of “precautionary policies”. An appeal and public enquiry would almost certainly have followed. They chose not to.  In consequence there is now a considerable body of public opinion in Drumoak and Durris who doubt the integrity, of the planning process within Aberdeenshire South. However don’t take this editor’s word for it. The following two articles convey the sentiments of many.                              Editor

PARK QUARRY; A PERSONAL COMMENT by the Rev Jim Scott
In today’s society, I am always alert for individuals being treated as mere pawns by powerful vested interests. The Park Quarry controversy raises many questions that cause me unease. The following are some of the questions I have at this time and why I believe that there should be an impartial Public Enquiry. I am not personally against Chap Quarries - they provide valuable employment and I can understand any business wanting to maximise its profits. But I do question the decision of the seven Councillors who voted in favour of this application - a decision which seems to me to be contrary to natural justice. 

Would the Councillors who voted for the Quarry Extension, within 50 metres of a residential household, have voted in the same way if the property belonged to themselves? If not, why are they happy to allow others to suffer the results of their vote? I am always rather suspicious of people who vote for actions which they would most probably not like to happen to them personally.

The effect of this decision means that the individuals in the two households concerned will be unlikely to be able to sell their property in the foreseeable future, and so will remain trapped by the quarry, regardless of their personal work, health, or family circumstances. Do these Councillors think this is fair? Are real individuals merely to be regarded as an irrelevant inconvenience - mere pawns before the might of political and economic forces? 

When the first application by Chap for this extension was rejected, it would have gone to Public Enquiry. However by withdrawing the Appeal and submitting a new application the Applicant avoided the need for a Public Enquiry. While legal, is this democratic? The many local people who oppose the Quarry Extension have no right of appeal, whereas the Developer has.

One of the planning conditions is :-

“should Kincluny Farmhouse, Greenlaw and Gallowhill be vacated by the current tenants during the lifespan of this consent, the property shall remain vacant until the quarry has ceased to operate and the site is restored. Tower Cottage and Drumallan Cottage shall remain unoccupied/ vacant until the quarry has ceased to operate and the site is restored.” 

If there are hazards from the quarry for tenants, do they not also equally apply to the owner-occupiers of the two Drumallan properties? Why this inconsistency?

Why is this development going ahead in a designated Area of Landscape Significance? Will tourists (who create considerable local employment) come to Royal Deeside to look admiringly into quarries? Why has our small community so many quarries? Why has there been no Environmental Impact Assessment?

The Aberdeenshire Local Plan specifies a minimum 100 metre buffer zone between the edge of the extraction area and the nearest habitable dwelling house. Why has this condition just been ignored and arbitrarily reduced to 50 metres? Is this not proof in itself of the Councillors’ desperation to approve this application, regardless of the consequences for the innocent individuals affected? I ask myself, “What have these residents done wrong?” Could this now happen to anyone with a house on the Dee gravel plain? 

Why was planning permission given for these two dwelling-houses if the Planners knew that one day there might be a quarry built around them? If they did not know, why should others suffer for their mistake?

I understand that there may be counter-arguments to some of the points I have made above. Surely then the fairest solution for all parties would be for the Scottish Executive to 

intervene and hold, in these exceptional circumstances, an independent Public Enquiry. What has anyone to fear from this?

Jim Scott

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I was wondering if I might say a few words in an attempt to explain the situation my family and neighbours now find themselves in, and to give my sincere thanks to a number of Crathes, Durris and Drumoak community residents. 

In 1996 we were very positive when the company employing my husband moved to Aberdeen.  John’s family is from Elgin, over the years his mother and he had returned many times and always painted a wonderful picture of the Grampian region.  We knew Aberdeen would be home, almost certainly for the rest of our lives, because the children would complete their education in Scotland.  After six months searching, we found Drumallan, it was idyllic.

Over the 1998/1999 new year period we read in the local paper of Chap’s application to extend the quarry.  Soon afterwards, we read the first report prepared by Chap’s agents.  It was badly structured, full of errors, offered no reasons for expansion, no proof that it was safe and, certainly, no attempt to mitigate nuisance.  Previous conditions had not been met, there was no credible plan to re-instate the extension, lorries were to cross over Park Bridge Road, there was failure to comply with the Aberdeenshire Local Plan, with Scottish Planning Policy, with guidelines on health and safety – the list is long.  All this the planners were prepared to accept. 

 I should like local residents to be aware, that it was only because of a phenomenal effort by your Community Council and some others that, in August 2000, Councillors were persuaded to vote in favour of a last minute ‘compromise’, they consequently only approved a part-extension.  I remember too clearly that fateful day.  The day when Councillors had not the courage to reject the whole application as, in one Councillor’s words “Chap must be allowed to continue to operate”.

With Chap’s decision to appeal, our battle continued.  Endless weekends of watching my husband switch from the rigors of a high-pressure full time job to the thankless task of dealing with the inadequacies of the planners.  Ups, downs and more downs.  The complete despair of knowing that the applicant had all the support and resources of a public body behind him.   Public officials whose job it is to serve the public – all of the public.  We pointed out to them time and time again that they had the authority to demand answers or institute sanctions.  They did not.  Not that is, until after the ‘compromise’ decision.  As you know, Chap Construction is now the proud owner of a private fishing facility – a change of the reinstatement plan that let the planners off the enforcement hook and saved Chap the expense of importing vast quantities of reinstatement backfill. 

Chap’s withdrawal of appeal was followed by a new application.  We fought on, more cancelled plans, more missed opportunities with the family.  Four years of banging our heads against a brick wall, always conscious of secret dealings behind closed doors.  

How do you deal with a system that is designed to ignore you?  The answer is, you do your best.  We did.  We went to an Area Planning Committee on 24 June and put all our faith in democracy.  To a pseudo judicial court we pointed out the faults in the planners’ recommendation.  There was no cross-examination, Had there been so, a few incisive questions would have cast considerable doubt on the Planners’ report. There was no summing up by the committee’s chair.  Instead we wept as a vote was cast in favour of expansion of the quarry.  

At midday on Tuesday 24 June 2003 we left the Drumoak hall.  I have several memories – the bustling frame of the planning legal adviser who, having had quoted our legal opinion out of context, left her seat with the same smug content as the hen in the hen house who lays the largest egg.  I remember too the quiet smile of the planning manager as he acknowledged to a colleague his satisfaction at a job well done.  Later that afternoon there were two empty seats in St Nicholas Kirk.  It was my daughter’s school leavers’ service – both she and I were too distraught to attend.

And so we have it – we, and our neighbours, are condemned to live almost completely surrounded by quarry.  It may, or may not, pose an extremely dangerous health risk, we do not know – nobody does – least of all the Environmental Health Officer.

Do I regret the campaign?  Not one bit of it.  Every sleepless night, every pound spent, every moment in time, has brought a very significant issue to the attention of a lot of people.  From HRH Prince Charles, to my MSP and MP, to the Scottish Executive and the planning regulatory authority.  A mistake may have been made.  If nothing else, our efforts might help in a small way to reduce the chances of such an injustice happening to anyone else.

Sir, we at Drumallan should like to say to all of those who have offered moral support – we thank you.  To all of those who have offered practical help – we thank you doubly so.  And, finally, to those who continue in the battle may we one day see some good rise up from the dust.

Thank you sincerely, Sarah Hopkins.
Crathes Drumoak & Durris Community Council
The fight goes on

 The Community Council had so many people approach them about the injustice of the decision that they unanimously decided to continue the fight on two fronts. 

Firstly to draw the attention of Aberdeenshire Council’s Chief Executive, Mr Alan Campbell to various issues where irregularities in procedures occurred and request an independent internal review. His response was to the effect that he had consulted with his officials, who assured him there had been no irregularities. Furthermore he was not prepared to enter into any further correspondence on the issue.  His closing remark is illuminating – “if your council wishes to challenge this then this should be done through the Court of Session” 

Technically he is quite correct. The planning system provides the objectors with the opportunity to go to the Court of Session within six weeks of the decision.  This is a course of action beyond the average objector and certainly this Community Council. Contrast this with the rights of the applicant whose application is refused. He – or she – has six months to appeal to the Scottish Executive, who will then review and decide the case either by reviewing the planning authority’s recommendation or by public enquiry.  

The second front was a direct appeal to the Minister for Communities, Margaret Curran. In this we have been helped enormously by our constituency MSP, Mike Rumbles, We have also written to all seven list MSPs. To date five have acknowleged  our  request but only one - Shiona Baird - has written to the Minister supporting our request. 

So far the Scottish Executive officials have been very helpful and co-operative, but its early days. In the meantime they have requested a number of documents from Aberdeenshire Council, and instructed them not to proceed with the administration of the planning permission.

CDDCC would like to thank all those who wrote to the Minister in support of their request.  Meanwhile - Watch this space. 

Other CDDCC News

Brodie Countryfare

To have the quarry activity would have been more than enough for any community council, but the week before that momentous decision the community council was represented at the public enquiry into the Brodie Countryfare appeal.  The contrast of the enquiry with the quarry decision is stark. Three differences are noticeable. First the applicants produced a much higher standard of evidence than they did with the original application. Secondly the cross examination of witnesses on their evidence ensured all the issues were fully explored, and thirdly, the impartiality of the reporter and his own forensic questions was clear for all to see - as a number of Drumoak residents who popped in to the Drumoak Hall can testify.

The Reporter’s decision is due soon. Whatever it is, all parties can be certain their points have been fairly heard and the decision will be impartial.

The Deeside Way

Mark Skilling of Aberdeenshire Council has just informed us that his proposals for the first section of the way from Peterculter to Drumoak are well advanced. He plans to present them at our CDDCC meeting on 7th October and to the Area Committee shortly thereafter.  It’s good to see some action.

The DYP03 project 

Fundraising for the Drumoak Youth Project 2003 kicked off with an auction held in the village hall.  The evening was a great success with the start of the evening being an audience with Patrice, hairdresser to the stars.  After the laughter had died down the auction started in earnest and by the end of the evening a sum in excess of £1700 had been raised.  Our thanks go to Mr. Duncan Wight who efforts ensured the evening went off with a bang.

Regretfully a planned entertainment, Can’t Cook Won’t Cook, has had to be postponed to a date yet to be finalised.  However other events are in the offing and these start off with the Halloween Disco for the village teenagers.  Work is ongoing for the Talent Night which has great promise as a very entertaining evening.  To end off this year’s planned events is the Shopping packing at the Garthdee branch of Asda on Xmas Eve.  It will be agreed that a more advantageous evening for the exercise could not be found.  Recipes are coming in for Drumoak’s Own Cookbook but more are needed to make the project worthwhile.

Finally it can be reported that Drumoak’s pre-teens have been playing their part in the fundraising effort by holding a series of Bric-a-Brac sales.  Thus far they have been able to raise £60.  They are very anxious to hear from anyone who has any items that could be sold to raise more funds.




   
Patrick Frimpel

The planning of the project has been delayed somewhat by the quarry appeal activities and the holidays, but will restart soon. -       Editor

Community Flowers

This year CDDCC arranged some orders for bedding plants surplus to Aberdeenshire Council’s requirements. A number of attractive flower baskets were distributed around the place courtesy of Alex Watson at the Farm Shop.  CDDCC are placing a bigger order this year and through the good offices of Alex will market them as a fund raising activity. 

Broadband

If the article in the Piper (Aug 29th) is correct Drumoak has now reached its target registration for the Broadband service. There seems a chance that subscribers might enjoy the new high speed link up by early 2004. A big thank you to all those who helped reach the target. 

MEDICAL NOTES
It has been a remarkable summer, unusually hot, sunny and dry. I was mulling this over and trying to think of how this has altered our seasonal medical experiences this year. Perhaps more folk have been heading into the hills and heading westwards this year, hence the significant numbers of midgie (and other insect) bites, often pretty unpleasant. However there have been notably fewer wasp stings; I wonder whether the dryness has adversely affected their lifecycle. Sunburn has been surprisingly infrequent thankfully. We have definitely noticed less angling casualties attending the surgery this year - less water in the Dee, less fish, less anglers! We normally have a few fishing hook injuries hotfoot from the River Dee to attend to. Our practice staff have been kept cool with rounds of ice-lollies, especially on a Friday afternoon - very good for staff morale! 

Medical practices are beginning to gear themselves up again for the annual 'flu vaccination programme, so watch out for details of this. Again the principle of this programme is to protect more vulnerable individuals from influenza proper and the possible complications of this infection. 

Hot topics medically speaking at the present time include investigation into whether cannabis may have a legitimate medical use in pain control; there has been a recommendation that IVF treatments should be more widely available on the NHS; the Atkins' diet has come in for some recent criticism - an apparently effective diet probably best for relatively short term use. 

Best wishes     Dr Douglas Harris, Peterculter
Ranger Observations

Autumn evenings

There is a notable lack of fungi at the moment due to, you guessed it, the incredibly dry weather.  However there are still lots of things happening in the natural world.

An evening walk in the woods is a real treat at this time of the year.    During the summer nocturnal animals are not up and about until most people are in their beds, but the darker evenings just now mean that you can go out watching animals at a reasonable time. Many animals are particularly active at this time of the year as they try to build up their fat reserves for the winter months ahead.  

The dry summer we are experiencing has caused a few problems for creatures such as hedgehogs and badgers which depend on slugs, snails and other invertebrates for food.  You can help your local hedgehogs by putting a bowl of cat or dog food out in the evening along with a bowl of water.   You’ll be rewarded next year by having more hedgehogs to do your garden pest control for you.

Hedgehogs get used to routine and will return to your garden each evening if they know that there is a free meal going.  You can identify your hedgehogs by putting a small drop of nail varnish on their prickles.  Mark each new hedgehog you find with either a different colour or on a different part of its   back and see if the same one comes back each evening.

Young owls can be heard calling as night falls.  Their call is much shriller than their parents’ familiar hoohoo-hoo or key-wick calls.   They will be learning to hunt for themselves now, pouncing silently on unsuspecting mice and voles.  Occasionally they may even manage to catch an unfortunate bat.  

Bats are starting to leave their summer roosts now and moving into temporary accommodation for a couple of months.  They are getting in the mood for a bit of romance just now and will also be building up fat reserves before settling down for the winter in their hibernation sites.  Bats need to hibernate in places which remain a fairly steady temperature during the winter.  Caves are ideal but they are also found in between stones of drystane dykes and in buildings such as the cellar of Drum Castle tower.  As their hibernation sites are protected by law the cellar will be closed to visitors once the bats have moved in for the winter. 

Young male foxes will be being evicted from their homes by their parents now.  This is a particularly dangerous time for them and many fall victim to road accidents as they try to find new territories of their own.  Foxes have a very varied diet and if you feel inclined to examine the contents of their droppings you’ll find everything from beetle remains to bramble seeds.  I was once lucky enough to witness a fox picking brambles off a bush early one morning.  I have to say it was one of the funniest sights I have ever seen as the fox curled back its lips to avoid being pricked by the thorns.  

Badgers too will eat most things.  Adults take out young badgers on evening trips in July and August to be shown the best foraging sites.  Badgers can increase their weight by 60 per cent   as they build up their fat reserves in preparation for winter.   Although badgers do not hibernate they are much less active than at other times of the year and have to live off their fat.

So enjoy your autumn evening walks and keep your eyes and ears open for the creatures of the night.

Fiona Mathieson

Senior Ranger National Trust for Scotland

PS Check out these activities at Crathes Castle, phone 01330 844 651 for details

Sun 28th Sept. Fungi fact & fiction 2.30 pm

Wed 15th Oct   Childrens walk       2.30 pm

Wed 22nd Oct  Children only day  9.30 – 4pm
News from Drum Castle Gardens 

August 2002, and I was all for converting Drum Castle Gardens into the first designer turf water beds. . .everywhere was sodden, new springs sprung, scenic waterfalls mysteriously appeared, rose buds rotted, in situ and unopened, herbaceous drooped in the face of wind and yet more rain. Autumnal leaves were brown and grey, not firey at all.

August 2003, and all is but a distant memory. Old drains and hidden pathways appear as burnt zig-zags across the lawns. Rhododendrons and lilacs droop, miserably crying out for moisture, their shallow roots a bonus in normally wet ground, now the cause of abject stress. Primulas suffer a serious degree of wilt, their leaves tortured.

The herbaceous flowers were glorious in June; the roses gave an absolutely brilliant display, starting in early May and lasting well into August, 5 weeks more than normal. From then, everything started to struggle, competing for the last morsels of moisture, squeezing the soil mercilessly. Late flowering perennials produced small heads, frazzling quickly, and not at all beckoning to the butterflies who usually appear drunk on this late nectar source. A second burst of flowers on the repeat flowering roses has been apathetic to say the least, though enough from The Fairy and Ballerina to take a few prizes at the Duthie Park Show.

The agapanthus looks stunted, more like distorted ping-pong balls, than the full blue moons of normal years. But, there have been some great performers, revelling in the hot sun and dried out soils. 

* The cardoons, short in height, but with heads 2Ocm in diameter, bursting with purple/blue froth.

* Amaranthus with names that conjure up their colour and habit - Hot Biscuits and Magic Fountains with tassels dripping 3Ocm. long and more.

* Rudbeckias, annual ones, a brilliant loud orange splash with dark cone centres and flowering and flowering and flowering.

* Asters too, the chinese annuals, maybe not lasting so long as their petals sear in the sunshine, but with intense rainbow colours and large mop heads, curling petals in stylish perms.

What else was good about all this sunshine?

* Lots of visitors enjoying the gardens and then enjoying the castle too, as they sought shade and cool.

* Few weeds! less grass to cut, edges that need trimming fortnightly instead of weekly.

* A low dose of black spot- the spores need water to disperse them. Roses that are ripening really well - a sign that next year's crop will be amazing.

And the bad things about too much sun?

* We have to work in it! We recorded a temperature of35oC in the shade on one day - it is not only plants that wilt!

* Having to water the box hedging after cutting it, just to reduce the stress and coach some growth out of it - a cool job, yes, but very boring on our scale of garden.

* Dead heading has been a ongoing job, rather than the end of season blitz, it normally is. We are getting to the fed up stage and looking forward to a change in jobs.

* Having to clean out the ponds constantly - the sunshine encourages the green algae and ducks don't help.

However it has been suggested that we try to cover the surface with water lilies to reduce the effect of the sun, so a trip to Fyvie is in the offing.

As to the future- our climate is changing- milder, wetter winters and drier, hotter summers (sometimes)! We need to think about what we grow and choose plants that don't need constant pampering with water and chemicals to get any performance from them We need to think about our plant husbandry and invest time in mulching heavily and making compost. This really does work.

And remember, the stronger the sun, the more scent chemicals are released from the roses, and oh boy, was this a good year to get married in the rose garden at Drum!!! Cascades of Rambling Rector, fountains of Kiftsgate and Paul's Himalayan Musk. Who needs Chanel No.5? The best sort of aphrodisiac is right on your doorstep. Have you tried it?

Or are you one of these locals who never visits Drum?

The garden is open until the end of September, the grounds all year round. We need your support - it costs around £54000 a year just to maintain the gardens here.

So please come - special events corning up include a Harvest Festival with bulb sales, scarecrow building and corn dolly demonstrations amongst many other activities. Frieda Morrison is doing the judging for this year and there will be a harvest mouse treasure hunt and autumn art activities and storytelling - a wonderful seasonal treat. This is followed by Autumn Bounty in October, different this year as the castle itself is closed, but still with the exceedingly popular plant sale, fungus galore and delicious jams and chutneys to taste and buy. Austrian spice craft, natural soaps and wood turning will also be on show for those early Christmas gifts. Make a pledge - come and sample Drum this autumn - be involved with part of this wonderful heritage right on your doorstep.

Diana Robertson  

(Head Gardener)

National Trust for Scotland
Drumoak Durris Crathes Bowling Club

Once again we are approaching the end of our outdoor season. This summer has been unusually kind to us for playing, but has presented rather difficult conditions for green maintenance. Will we ever be completely satisfied?

Our domestic competitions are virtually completed and we salute our singles champions for 2003, Ann Watt and Angus Allan, both previous winners.

Unfortunately our league teams had rather modest success but two of our ladies provided outstanding performances. Pat Dunn reached the final of the Middleton Trophy and our President, Ann Watt, has again won the champion of champions competition for the Dee and Don League. We extend our congratulations to both of these ladies for their fine achievements.

The club has recently hosted an open mixed triples competition. A total of 32 teams competed in a very successful event, which was won by one of Stonehaven bowling club's entries. We must thank Brian Smith for his generously sponsoring this event.

Our thoughts now turn to the corning autumn and winter activities. Indoor bowling will commence shortly after the close of the green on Sunday 21st September .Anyone who wishes to join us will receive a warm welcome. 

Other activities scheduled for the pavilion are:

25th October Prize giving and dance 

29th November Scottish concert 

13th  December Bowling fun night 

17th January 2004 Burns night 

28th February Social night of wine and wit

Tickets for all the above events will be available from committee members at the appropriate time.

Jim Lyon, Secretary

!!1st Drumoak Cub Scouts in Crisis !!



The Cub Scout Pack in Drumoak will have to shut down at the end of this year unless replacement Cub leader(s) can be found.  The present Leader, Ian Fegen, has been running the Pack for the last seven years and intends to retire at Christmas.

If the Pack were to close down, it would be a small local tragedy.  Boys and girls of Cub age (from 8 to about 10½) would have to travel to Banchory or Culter to attend Cubs.  Not so easy - either for Cubs or their parents.  Beavers graduating from the thriving 1st Drumoak Beaver Colony (for girls and boys of ages 5¾ to about 8¼) would have no familiar local Cub Pack to go to.  It would put another nail in the coffin of village life.

Some people think that the Scout movement is outdated, but getting kids away from television and video games to do something physical for a change and teaching them some self-reliance are just what is needed in today's world. Not only that, but most kids who try it actively enjoy Beavers/Cubs.

To show some of the activities tackled by both the Beavers and the Cubs, there will be an Open Evening at the Drumoak Public Hall on 30 September from 18.45 to 19.30 (after the Beaver meeting). Parents and others will be most welcome to attend.

If you - or someone you know - are interested in saving the 1st Drumoak Cub Pack, please call Ian Fegen on 01330 811840 or email him on ian.fegen@ntlworld.com   For a mixed Pack, ideally we need both female and male leaders.  Ian will be pleased to pass on his knowledge at meetings between now and the end of Term and to help out occasionally thereafter.  More formal training is also provided within the Scout movement.

To see the full range of activities now covered by Cub Scouting, please visit the http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/activity/cubs/ website.  For Beavers, please visit the http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/activity/beavers/ website
                                                   John Hopkins

News from Durris Primary

After a lovely warm summer, we have started the new session with 39 children in school, 27 in pre-school nursery and 8 in ante-pre-school nursery, a total of 74 children.

Visits planned for this term are to Woodend Barn to take part in a workshop entitled ‘Express Yourself’, where the children will explore self expression through music, dance, rhythm, language and clowning skills.  Another visit is to Aberdeen Art Gallery where the children will be given a short tour of the exhibition ‘Privies & other filthiness’.  They will then undertake ‘an excavation’ and ‘lab-work’ and then take part in an exciting drama set in the time of William Wallace.  As P4-7 are to be studying Wallace & Bruce after Christmas, it is hoped this visit will set the scene.

An email was received in school last week from Ross Mowatt from Australia :-

	Hi,

Came across your website just recently. My name is  Ross Mowatt from OZ. I am involved in family history and my relatives on my  paternal side are originally from Scotland, in which I have traced them back to Durris, Kincardineshire.

I am aware that Durris is a small village, and as far as I know there are no families with the same surname as mine living in Durris.

Would you be aware of anyone in Durris involved in Family Research? My e:mail address is : roscom5@bigpond.com

PS Is there a High School in Durris, or would children have to commute to either Banchory or Aberdeen?

Regards,

Ross Mowatt

*Interested in any history of Durris and surrounding area also.


Perhaps somebody who is interested would like to reply?

Sandra Horrocks

Head Teacher
Note I have responded to Ross and given him CDDCC website and the Aberdeen & North East Family History Society.

Editor

Adult Education

Evening classes are upon us again. If you have a hankering to do something of an evening rather than be a couch potato, now’s the time to do it.

So whatever your interest get a hold of the adult education programme you are sure to find something of interest – from Art to Trampolining and a host more. Most classes start in week beginning 15th September. Phone Alison Ritchie 01330 825 966 for details.

If you are over 50 there is a special programme, - again phone 01330 825 966

A one liner:-

"Thinking is the hardest work there is, which is probably the reason why so few engage in it." 



 Henry Ford
Too young for the Adult Education? Try

The Crossroads Nursery

Lizi Upton says there are still a few places left in some of their groups

Mondays  
Play Group(2+ years)

Tuesdays   
Mothers & Toddlers

Wednesday    Bumps & Babies 

Play Group(2+ years)

Thursdays       Mothers & Toddlers

Friday 

Tumble & Fun


For more details please contact Linzi at 01330 844 607

Neighbourhood Watch

Fly tipping is just as much a crime as burglary. This message from Phillip Dean highlights the problem when unscrupulous contractors are at work:-

“A large load of builders rubble has been tipped in Brachmont Wood, close to my boundary and blocking a path. It was tipped probably on 14th July. I have informed the police at Banchory who are following up various clues. Philip Dean.”

Neighbourhood watching is something we all can do even when we are out walking. When we see suspicious vehicle take a note of its number.  Having a pencil and a bit of paper with you is a very useful thing to have when you are out. You nener know when it might be needed!

Lesley Moore the Neighbourhood Watch coordinator reminds us that the days are getting shorter, the clocks will be changing and our houses can look unoccupied when there are no lights on.

And Finally

The Drumoak  FUN Day was a great success bigger and better than ever. Rumour has it that the funds raised for the Hall Committee are close to £1800.

The Hall Committee would like to thank all the sponsors helpers and participants whose contributions made it such a great success.
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