





All nature seems at work.  Slugs leave their lair-


The bees are stirring - the birds are on the wing


And winter slumbering in the open air, 


Wears on his smiling face a dream of spring.





Coleridge:  Work Without Hope
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Busy birds


The last few days have seemed very spring-like.  The longer days are a joy.  I no longer have to stumble about in the dark to walk the dog in the morning, and I am spared the nightly winter ritual of tripping over the cat on the doorstep when returning home from work.





The birds are beginning to think about courtship and raising this year’s family now.   The starlings are already well on with their nest building, continually squabbling over which piece of nest material should go where.





I heard my first song thrush of the year singing last Tuesday.  He was almost instantly followed by a great spotted woodpecker declaring its presence by drumming on the branch of a magnificent oak in the Old Wood of Drum.





Unlike many birds, great spotted woodpeckers stay around all winter, often taking advantage of food provided by humans.   The Wildlife Garden at Crathes Castle receives a daily visit from a male woodpecker who joins the other birds to feast on the peanuts, scraps and fat put out each day.  He appears particularly keen on fruit scones!  The scones are the previous days left overs from the Horsemill Restaurant, perhaps slightly on the stale side for discerning customers, but a real treat for the birds.  





It’s easy to tell male, female and young great spotted woodpeckers apart.  The males have a bright crimson patch at the nape of their neck, while the adult females








have no red on their heads at all.  The youngsters have a patch of red right on top of their head.





The drumming sounds like just a few blows to our insensitive ears.  In actual fact the woodpecker is delivering about 16 blows in less than one second.  Needless to say they have specially adapted skulls and beaks which can take this punishment.





The song thrush which was singing may well have just returned from spending winter further south.  They are very susceptible to cold weather.  The song thrushes we see here in the winter are probably birds which have come from even colder northern Europe and Scandinavia, proving that everything is relative! Their song consists of a series of short “phrases” each repeated two to four times.  They occasionally throw in a single phrase, possibly just to keep us rangers on our toes during Dawn Chorus Guided Walks.





If you are keen to learn more about bird song and behaviour why not join the rangers on one of our guided walks this spring.  For full details contact us at the Rangers Office, Crathes Castle, Telephone 01330 844651.


Fiona Mathieson


Senior Ranger/Naturalist
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Speaking of songbirds, a neighbour looked over the fence and saw the wee girl next door hard at work digging a hole with a spade way too big for her. On enquiring what she was doing he was informed she was burying her pet canary.


“ But why are you digging such a big hole for such a wee bird” he asked, thinking he might add a few homilies on exercise as an antidote for grief.


“ Because its inside your cat !!” was the murderous reply.
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A plague of Oryctolagus, Sciurus & Capreolus.  


It does you good to say these Latin words loudly and vehemently. They mean rabbits, squirrels and roe deer, but saying the Latin more clearly expresses the hate with which most gardeners view these furry beasts. Hate is perhaps too violent a word to be used when one glimpses a gentle brood of fluffy grey bunnies browsing the lawns at twilight. Dazzling them in your headlights makes them seem so vulnerable and innocent. Or catching a flicker of a shy roe deer fleeing into the distance, surely we should learn to live with these animals that share our dawns and dusks.  And yet, over the winter months, the damage is all too clear. These animals might pass through our gardens in their pursuit of life, but the trail of destruction they leave behind, makes them as bad as the very worse vandals.





If rabbits just ate grass, I might turn a blind eye, but no, they have to try out each and every shrub as well. They often don’t like what they taste, spitting out the debris before moving on to the next tasting session. They are especially partial to new shoots, preferably herbaceous crowns just emerging in the spring or new leaves just opening on bushes. And then they have this really irritating habit of digging. Not content to dig tunnels to live in, under trees and dense growth, rabbits also insist on scraping lawn edges. Do they do this to get at succulent roots? Or do they eat worms? Or is it a way of honing their toenails? Who knows? What I do know is, that they always choose the pristine edges, preferably machine cut, to demonstrate their digging skills. The discarded earth inevitably ends up mixed through the adjoining gravel, thereby encouraging weed growth. What’s more, digging becomes more frantic round about the Easter time, when all the paths and edges have just been freshened up ready for opening time. Can work stress really be created by Easter bunnies?


	


Then there are roe deer. Why do they like holly so much? Did no one ever tell them, that the reason holly is prickly lower down is to deter browsing animals? Roe deer appear to thrive on prickles and not content with just leaves, they even eat the stems as well. They also relish cotoneaster, although here they are much more choosy, carefully removing each leaf, leaving the woody stem behind. Pines are another favourite, seemingly they prefer shrub bonsai pines to standard ones.


	


And so onto Sciurus, the ultimate vandal of the mammal  world. Why do they so enjoy removing the two top leaves of every branch of oak they can find and then scattering them on the ground? Do they eat any part of the leaf or is this habit purely for decoration? And why do they like scratching bark so much, tearing off huge strips, exposing wounds several feet long. Have they not heard of sustainable living? When a community service worker did the same to a Sequoia, he was marched off site immediately. It’s a pity the squirrels are less easy to roundup. What would we do with them? Where would we march them too? No one wants the grey squirrels.


	


Then take the moles, beautiful little creatures minding their own business. They love the play area, lots of worms there, but the Health and Safety Executive say they or rather their excavations are a hazard to play. They have to go, but where? The farmer doesn’t want them, they are a hazard to his machines. Moley doesn’t like the woods either- too many roots in it’s way. So we end up disposing of it as ‘humanely’ as possible. It’s only one mole after all. But it’s on our conscience- what if that was the last mole in the world!


	


So what do we do at Drum. The traditional estate with its own gamekeeper no longer exists here and gardeners and rangers these days tend to be rather soft. It is much easier these days to employ a contract gamekeeper to do ‘things’ professionally but funds only allow us the minimum input. So pests are kept at a level where they still annoy, but don’t totally destroy. And the “pests” all know, too, that the words “SANCTUARY” are written in invisible ink over the main entrance notice board. How else can you explain the group of 12 roe deer, that were seen on one occasion in broad daylight casually cropping the farmer’s neeps. Twelve! - They have obviously not read the text that describes them as solitary.





We also go in for netting protection. Vulnerable shrubs are netted in September with low ½ size netting which keeps out the bunnies or persuades them that there are easier dinners elsewhere. We individually protect vulnerable shrubs like cotoneaster, holly and pine, although often after the horse has bolted. I mean this year the deer arrived in November- pre food scarcity - and demolished 6 six foot high golden elder overnight.





We have tried sonic scarers without much success. I think that deer and rabbits have so much noise in their lives these days, that only sudden noise, accompanied by sudden movement, would shatter their grazing needs. Computer tape and milk bottle tops (the silver obsolete ones) work well and I’ve heard tinsel and tin cans recommended, but it depends on what you want your garden to look like!





Apart from these measures, lion poo is popular in some places but I’ve yet to find a local supplier. It really comes down to netting- netting vulnerable borders or plants or tree guards on trees. Remove the nets in the late spring when you want to see your garden and employ a gamekeeper. There is nothing beats keeping the pests at a tolerable level in the first place.


 Alternatively put on a black bin liner and go out at midnight on a moonlit night, borrowing the children’s Harry Potter wand and recite loudly.


“ORYCTOLAGUS!SCIURUS!CAPREOLUS! DISAPPEARUS!”


The beasts will get such a fright, that they’ll go into the neighbours - at least for the rest of that night!


Diane Robertson


Head Gardener
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The early part of the New Year is usually a time for personal resolutions, often concerning health and lifestyle. Frequently near the top of the ‘must do’ (or, I can’t put it off any longer) list is the plan to do more exercise. Gym memberships swell and money is spent on gadgets and gear; we feel a rush of adrenaline at the thought of the finely toned body which will surely result from our forthcoming endeavours! However it is a time to be a wee bit careful particularly if you are not used to regular exercise or exertion. Our physiology (especially the cardio respiratory systems, muscles and joints) has to learn to adapt to the new levels of activity and the increased demands which this places on our bodies. 





The basic message is to ease into an exercise programme gently and gradually, concentrating on building up fitness at a rate which is easy to cope with. If you are joining a gym, there should be qualified instructors available to guide you through the arduous initial phases of regaining some fitness; otherwise it is wise to choose activities from which you can gain increasing benefit as you get better at them, such as walking and swimming. These two activities are currently thought to be amongst the best for general cardiovascular fitness and do not put too much strain on the joints. Living as we do in the beautiful surroundings of Deeside gives us ample opportunity to sample the delights of the local scenery while gaining some health benefits from numerous walks in the area. 





The meningitis C immunisation programme has entered a new phase, concentrating on young adults aged 20-24 – contact your surgery for details if necessary. The meningitis C programme has already proven to be very successful in reducing numbers of people affected by this dangerous disease. Media coverage of MMR vaccination has been very prominent recently as many of you will know. Present health policy and advice are clear but there are a lot of prominent stories which are causing a lot of difficulty. Rather worrying is the increase in measles cases elsewhere in the UK. 





As I write this there are several signs of early Spring around – birds singing, snowdrops, longer daylight hours and weeds growing in the garden again! I even heard an oyster catcher flying overhead last night – these vociferous birds have chosen our surgery roof as a nesting site over the last few years, providing quite an unusual variation on our usual kind of antenatal and postnatal services!           


 With best wishes


Dr DCM Harris, Peterculter
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DRUMOAK SCHOOL NEWS


As January brought round the annual Bums festivities, our school pupils took part in a celebration of Scottish literature organised by Mrs Petrie. Each year group was given a special poem to learn which they then had to recite to the class and finalists were chosen.


All the adults were ex1remely impressed by the number of children who chose to take part and by the way they confidently performed their poems- Knowing the difficulties entailed in choosing a winner, I asked Miss Forbes to judge the final recitation and she was delighted to come back to school to perform this task. So here are the winners of the competition who received special Bums certificates at an assembly, when everyone who took part also received certificates for their excellent efforts.


P1  Sarah Connon   P2.Stuart Shaw


P3  ChloeHutchison P4 Hannah McLaughlin 


P5..Grant Emslie     P6.Jonathan Stewart 


P7. Stewart King





March looks like being a busy month in school. Following the success last session of a whole school science day, which was supported by B P we are hav1ng a whole school maths week where each class has a maths day with a grand mathematical finale on the Friday, The theme will be Maths of the Day planned around sporting mathematics. . . . . . ..it should be fun!





Also in March., on the very last day of term, Thursday 28th March, the school will be holding a Spring Coffee Morning for parents, friends and anyone in the community who would like to pop up to school and join us. A special Spring quiz is now out and about in the village at 30p a go and the winner will be chosen at the coffee morning. If you have difficulties obtaining a quiz sheet, or even multiple copies for friends, please contact the school. A special Spring gardening prize is the incentive to get your entries back to school by the 27th.





Looking further ahead to the Golden Jubilee celebrations.. the school has a holiday on 3rd June and the next day we plan to have a street party in the school playground. 





We hope that our shed conversion will be ready for its official opening during the coffee morning. The transformation from a dark, cold storage area into a light, cosy, fully shelved resources room has been amazing and the working group are to be congratulated. Everyone is looking forward to using it, though we'll have to think of a better name than the shed!


Pat James,


Head Teacher








DURRIS PRIMARY SCHOOL





This is a very busy term for the pupils and staff.  In January we had a wonderful visit to the ‘Snowman’ watching spell bound as the Scottish Ballet cast a magical spell for two hours.  We practised our Scots poems and all pupils in P3-7 competed in our Burns Poetry Competition.  However flu and colds decimated our numbers and we had a closure due to lack of electricity.  The Primary 6 and 7 girls had the opportunity to play net ball against Banchory Primary 7 and we are starting to learn songs for our end of term “extravaganza” at Kirkton Hall.





Tom Tuckwood, our school liaison policeman is coming to school to address the topic of ‘Anti-Bullying’ through PSD Curriculum and we are using SEED money to give the children the opportunity for extra drama, PE and computing.





An exciting project is in store for next term – through Friends of Durris Forest, all the children are being involved in a series of storytelling workshops which will culminate in a trail with story boards being set up in Durris Forest.





Sandra Horrocks


Head Teacher
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The Adult Education Department of Banchory Academy Community Centre is currently drafting the programme for Spring 2002, due to commence after the Easter Holidays. Depending on demand and the availability of relevant tutors we hope to maintain the usual ranges of subjects. 


Sports from Golf, to Swimming, Tennis Trampolining , and Yoga,


Crafts from Art to Patchwork, Photography, Soft Furnishings, Stained Glass and Upholstery


Games  from Bridge to Chess, , Singing, 


Skills such as Italian and Spanish (Beginners & Improvers), Computer Basics, 





Look out for our Programme containing details of all of our classes which will be available from the 20th March. 





We would welcome any suggestions for future classes and we are always on the lookout for new tutors so if there if there is anyone willing to offer their services we would welcome your call. For further information on any of the above contact :- 


Alison Ritchie on (01330) 825966





Over 50s Programme:- will have a variety of computing classes including a three week course suitable for complete beginners, a ten week course using the Word package, a five week  course in Desktop Publishing, a four week Internet course, an intermediate Excel course.


There will also be courses in French Conversation and Art. 





Classes will probably begin the third or fourth week in April. Enquiries and applications to 


Ann O'Malley on (01330)-825966 
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Community Activities





Drumoak Durris Crathes Bowling Club


The indoor bowling continues to attract good attendances after a successful family Hogmanay party.


The following events are scheduled for our Pavilion in the near future:


1st March Scottish Concert


6th  March AGM at 7.3Op


16th/17th  March Open Mixed Triples Competition (indoor)


21st April Opening of the Green for the summer season


Particular attention is drawn to the concert to be held at 7.30pm on Friday 1 st March when an evening of Music, Laughter and Song is promised. Tickets are available from Committee members or at the door, at a price of £2.50 including Tea. All are very welcome.


With the opening of the Green scheduled for 21st April it is appropriate to extend a very warm welcome to anyone who wishes to join our very friendly club. Prospective new members should come along to the AGM, contact a committee member or telephone 844556.


Bill Abernethy, President
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Drumoak and Durris WRI branches meet on the second Monday of  each month (excluding July and August). at 7.30p.m. prompt 





The Drumoak Branch meets in the small hall at the rear of Drumoak Public Hall. The Durris Branch meets in the Kirkton Hall.





If you need further information please contact the secretaries


Lena Sim ~      Drumoak Branch  (811 374 )


Patricia Law ~ Durris Branch        (811 421)
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A few months on from the last Newsletter, the news from the uniformed Youth Organisations is not overwhelmingly good. The Guide Unit is in abeyance with the Scout Section in severe danger of following suit - a function of the age groups involved?  The Scout Section is running (limping perhaps?) with 4 boys on a regular basis. That gloomy prognosis said, the spark of is still there with a successful bile and bothy weekend recently.





Cubs Scouts are running at 12 members, but Ian Fegen, Cub Scout Leader, will very much appreciate hands on help at Pack meetings since Anne Feist Wilson- a pack stalwart for many years has decided to move on. Ian and the cubs would like to record their thanks to Anne for her unstinting support over the years. Can you help fill her place  -- sign on—and help Ian to help our youngsters.





The Brownie Guides are alive and well and to emphisise their presence worked hard at the Drum Castle Christmas Fair where they raised £110 for their funds with the exceptional help of the Drum Castle Duo. Thus far so good, but there’s even better --- Janet Donaldson has been fortunate to secure the assistance of two super young leaders Donna Duguid and Amanda Fowlie who are working their way towards their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award by helping with the Brownies on a regular committed basis. Well done and best wishes to you both.





The quest still remains. Can you help fill the leader gap? -- Go on - give it a try!! Contact


Brownies          Janet Donaldson    811 274


Cub Scouts      Ian Fagen              811 840


Scouts              Ian Pirie                 811 348


Changes at Park Shop


It seems no time at all since we said goodbye to Ann and Jim Duguid and welcome to Wilma Anderson. Now unfortunately Wilma has had to give up the lease due to family reasons, and she handed over the reigns to the next proprietor in early February.





Ken Day is not new to the “shop” trade, nor to the area. A native of Glasgow he has been working in North East  “shops” for some 16 years first in Bieldside than in a number of city centre locations. Before launching out in this venture he was managing a 24 hour “shop” in Aberdeen.





Ken is married to Michelle, who he hopes will relieve him in the shop some times. They currently live in Aberdeen with their two daughters, and have no plans as yet to move to  Drumoak.   He is looking forward to the challenge of providing service to Drumoak, Crathes and Durris  residents and will be very happy to hear of any suggestions to improve the service.





We wish Ken and Michelle every success in their new venture and trust they will have a long and happy stay in the “shop”. It is a valuable community asset, but like all such rural assets - the shop, the post office, the pub, the halls, even the bowling club -  depend on our patronage to remain viable. We  “use it or loose it” !
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Local Enterprises


Continuing our local business theme,  this issue looks at a rural manufacturer whose products are famous far beyond Drumoak.





DRUMOAK KITCHENS


Hidden from sight in Drumoak is a very successful business with few clues to its presence. 





Drumoak Kitchens is the trading name of a private limited company established in 1972 and wholly owned by brothers. Neil and Jim Gow who started up in the joinery business 30 years ago, and gradually specialised more and more in fitted furniture work. Their first workshop was set up in an old barn in Peterculter. Their first major venture was the manufacture of replacement kitchen doors under their earlier name of Pine Kitchens.  Demand was such that they soon  outgrew these premises, and rented the old Drum Station yard from the then Drum Estate. 





 Later on, as the business grew towards making  complete kitchens they were able to purchase the  yard, and set up  a custom built workshop under the Drumoak Kitchens banner and the rest, as they say, is history.





The Company‘s modem premises consists of a workshop, offices, storage facilities, and showroom - the latter is open 7 days per week.





There is a staff of 18, managed by Neil Gow. The staff are engaged in the following activities:-


Design and sales,


Joinery- manufacturing,


Furniture finishing (staining, lacquering, oiling) 


Fitting (joinery, plumbing, electrical, gas) 


Cleaning





There is at present one apprentice. The employees are mainly local, drawn from Drumoak, Banchory and Cu1ter, although some travel from Ballater,  Oldmeldrum and Aberdeen.





The Company deals direct with the public, and designs and sells made to measure  furniture for every room in the house; specialising in kitchens. bedrooms and studies. Furniture is either made and finished in its entirety in the workshop, or sourced, either wholly or in component form, :from other manufacturers.





 Most jobs have some input from the workshop before being fitted by Company staff. The technical solutions this very experienced staff can provide is part of the service that makes the company special e.g.:-


“How do you make a kitchen termite proof?”   from one overseas client. 


“Can you use some old pine pews to make our kitchen?” from another,


 and of course a legion of  difficult space and storage issues. 





Whatever the problem, Drumoak Kitchen staff  are usually able to find a solution, and over the years, the company has built up a very strong reputation, not only for the quality of their products but also for their design, planning, and technical service expertise. 





Clients are from all walks of life -  from first home buyers to pensioners, their homes range from cottages to royal apartments. The list of  clients is as impressive as it is endless. The destinations of their products is likewise. Not only do they serve Aberdeen and Deeside, Drumoak Kitchens have been manufactured and sent to some far-flung locations, including Paris,  the Windward Islands, and Australia to name but a few. 





We wish Neil, Jim and their staff continuing success for the future.





�





�


The Council’s AGM was held at Durris Primary School on the 16th January, and the outgoing Chairman’s Report by Maureen Watt provides some highlights of the year’s activities. These range from consultations on legislation proposals, the Consolidated Aberdeenshire Local Plan (CALP),  environmental issues, path building and, of course, consultation on the more contentious planning applications.





Perhaps the most tangible and visible achievement for 2001 is the new footpath from Drumoak to the Glebe. This has proved to be a very popular and well used asset and a boon to pedestrian safety. 





The planning application highlights are:-





Park Quarry:-	 An inevitable appeal followed on from the part rejection of the planning application for major quarry extensions in 2000. In view of the wide interest generated, CDDCC successfully secured a public hearing on the appeal despite the wishes of the local authority and the applicant.    Subsequent to this decision, Chap Quarries withdrew their appeal. This is another case where persistence, attention to detail, and a professional approach, have enabled CDDCC to  win the day.





Footnote:- 


Chap have recently sought approval to change their reinstatement plans for the existing quarry to provide three landscaped sport fishing ponds 


Editor





Brodie Countryfare:-  It has been difficult for CDDCC to provide an unequivocal recommendation on this application as opinion within CDDCC is as divided as that in the community. The issue can be summarised thus:- 


In view of the nature and scale of the proposal, is the potential economic gain of jobs in Drumoak worth more than the potential loss of jobs in Banchory? 





In view of this, CDDCC reviewed the developer’s Retail Impact Assessment document very carefully and drew attention to a number of inconsistencies and inaccuracies in the study. The extent of these were sufficient for the council to commission an independent verification study. The council then held a public hearing and CDDCC members spoke both for and against the application.


Footnote:-


Since the public hearing, the Planning authority have recommended refusal of the development.


The Kincardine and Mearns Area Committee have overturned the recommendation, and the Marr Area Committee have upheld the recommendation. The score therefore is 1-1 and the match will go to extra time in front of the full Infrastructure Services Committee next month.  Watch this space!


Editor





Additional Housing Drumoak :-  CDDCC held a public meeting to discuss the outline planning permission application for 60 houses which followed on from the Reporter’s recommendation on this item in the CALP public hearing.  Opinion at the meeting was overwhelmingly against the application, citing lack of infrastructure as the main reason, and the planning recommendation subsequently reduced the housing to 30. 





New office bearers were elected :-





Chairman              Hamish Taylor  Crathes


Secretary              Donald Keith     Drumoak


Treasurer              John Hopkins    Durris


Planning Officer    Mark Hagger     Durris








New Development Proposals





The forthcoming Aberdeenshire Local Plan NEST will contain land allocations for additional settlement housing. CDDCC has posted a copy of the plan on notice boards across the community, and a copy of the Drumoak Park Kirkton and Woodlands of Durris proposals are enclosed with this Newsletter. There are proposals for the present five year period 2000-2005, and for the subsequent period 2006-10. These have not yet been adopted by Aberdeenshire Council, and will be the subject of debate later in the year. Folk will no doubt be concerned at development proposals that may be in view of their houses. In the light of current proposals to restructure primary schools, the strengthening of the population base in each community may serve to enhance the viability of the rural infrastructure. The Community Council would welcome your views, and will be discussing the proposals shortly.





Crathes: 15 houses are proposed to the south-west of the village 2000-05, with a further 15 houses in 2006-10. 





Drumoak: 30 houses are proposed for Sunnyside Road in 2000-05 (part of the subject of a current planning application), with a slightly smaller area for future housing North-East of Sunnyside Farm. The site South of the North Deeside Road and East of the caravan park is proposed for employment related development.


Kirkton of Durris: 15 houses are proposed on a site East of the village and North of the South Deeside Road in 2000-05, with a similar area further East for future housing in 2006-10.





Park: 5 houses are proposed to the North of the shop in 2000-05, with a larger area to the North East of this site for 2006-10.





Woodlands of Durris: 5 houses are proposed for the infill site, on which 2 houses have just been completed, and 4 houses are proposed at the west end of the village 2000-05. A further site for future housing is designated to the north of Clune View.


Mark Hagger





Path Networks





As mentioned in the previous Newsletter, the Community Council is to set up a network of local groups to identify the local path network in each community. Would you like to share in this task? Do you know of a path that exists, or would like to see opened up?


Please contact Donald Keith (811 804), Mark Hagger  (811 328) or John Hopkins (811 698)                                


 Mark Hagger
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�Spring is “just round the corner” and many of us will be thinking of getting out into the garden to get ready for the growing season. Perhaps one of the first tasks will be to clear out that garden shed. Now sheds are handy places for gardeners but they are also the first place that a thief will look when they target a property as they are usually of light construction, easily forced open, and contain a ready source of tools that can be used to break into your house.





Try to secure your shed with mortice locks, padlocks or lockable bolts so that the thief has to take more time and make more noise to break in. 


Cars too are targeted more and more these days. Often items stolen have been left in full view inside the vehicle tempting the thief. Take personal items with you when leaving the vehicle, or lock them in the boot. If your radio has a removable facia, do remove it as car radios are still popular items with thieves.


Computer buffs may like to look at a web site :-              www.secureyourmotor.gov.uk





There have been a number of thefts in the South Aberdeenshire area that might have been prevented if the owners of the property stolen had taken some basic crime prevention measures. All too often people think that regardless of how lax they are in protecting their property, it will always be someone else’s that will be stolen. However, the victims of the following recent crimes know this not to be the case.:-





Portlethen area :- a child’s bicycle stolen from an unlocked garden shed





Kintore:- the contents of a freezer stolen from an unlocked garage





Inverurie:- a pushchair stolen whilst   left unattended





Inverurie:- items stolen from an unlocked house 





Inverurie, Methlick and Midmar unlocked cars stolen.





Being a victim of theft is hard enough without thinking that you made it easier than it has to be.





Grampian Police have recently started a new Neighbourhood/Farm Watch Property Marking Initiative, and all Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators have been provided with UV pen packs to retain for the use of all members in their scheme. These pens are one of the new totally permanent pens and come complete with instructions. If anyone wishes to use this pen please phone me on 01330 811 879


Lesley Moore


Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
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