








Everybody was asked to do it. and Everybody was sure Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but in the end Nobody did it. Somebody got very angry over this because it was really Everybody's job. Everybody thought Anybody would do it, but Nobody realised that Everybody wouldn't do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when actually Nobody had asked  Anybody.





Indifference


Indifferent, as the dictionary defines it, describes things that are not very good; are inferior and unimportant. When our response is indifferent, it can be summed up in one word apathy. 





When a community runs out of volunteers to do the things that are necessary to maintain the community’s activities and its environment it is impoverished. In effect people are saying they “don’t care” They personally don’t care about the community spirit engendered by communal activities nor do they care about what is happening outwith their own home. These are the type of community that authorities love - they present no challenge, bureaucracy feels safe when dealing with those who lack “can do” spirit.





Fortunately our community is blessed with “can do” people. The two Hall committees the Friends of Durris Forests; the Nursery group; Bowling Club; Youth groups and so forth. You have only to read this Newsletter to gain some appreciation of the community contributions. But we shouldn’t be complacent. All the activities need volunteers to keep them going otherwise they die. The Scout Group (tel. 811348), the Neighbourhood Watch (tel. 811879) and the Community Council (tel. 811411/8117763/


844484) need your help now.





Our community needs volunteers, so lead a neighbourly hand. You will find it rewarding.


Editor
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Editor
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Bats in the basement…





How do you cope with the cold winter weather?  Personally I look out my thermals and start each day with a bowl of porridge.  





Wildlife, however, has to find different ways of coping.  For insect eaters in particular life gets difficult.  Most insects spend the winter in a dormant state, hidden away in leaf litter, the hollow stems of plants, or even in our homes.  This makes them much more difficult to find.  





That leaves insect eating creatures two options; they can either move somewhere warmer where there is still a food supply, just as swallows do, or snuggle up somewhere cozy and snooze through the winter, like hedgehogs.





All British bats rely entirely on insects as their food source.  Pipistrelle bats, which weigh about 5 grams (that’s equivalent to about 10 paper clips), can eat 3000 midges in one night.  However the bat’s food source disappears in the winter.


 


Bats survive the winter by hibernating.  Before they settle down to sleep through the winter they need to build up energy reserves.  Some bats increase their body weight by 35% in autumn.  During hibernation a bat’s heart beat drops to 25 beats a minute compared to 1000 (yes, one thousand!) beats a minute when flying!   Their resting temperature depends on the temperature of the roost and can fall from 36oC to 12oC.    





For many years scientists believed that the bats which spend the summer in the north-east flew to the south of Scotland to hibernate.  Occasionally, however, bats are spotted flying here on mild winter days, venturing out for a mid-winter snack, a much welcomed drink, or simply to go to the loo!  The rule about bats being creatures of the night does not seem to apply during the winter. These mid-winter sightings showed that at least some of our bats were staying around.  The question was where were they hibernating?  There has never been colony of hibernating bats found in the north-east, but I am pleased to say that we have found the first one right on our doorstep.  We have discovered that some of our pipistrelle bats over-winter in the basement of the tower at Drum Castle.  The basement is a perfect spot for hibernating bats.  It is cool but not too cold, and there are plenty of nooks and crannies in between the stonework. Bats are very sensitive to disturbance, especially during hibernation, so to ensure the bats are left in peace the basement is out of bounds to humans till Spring.  





So next time you are having a winters walk on the estate think about the bats snoozing the winter away in the safety of the tower.


Fiona Matheson


Head Ranger
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THE WHY’S, WHEN’S AND WHAT’S OF GARLANDS AND WREATHS.





I am writing this on Thanksgiving Day, one of the many traditional occasions where garlands and wreaths play an important part in the visual decorations.  Christmas is the other main festival where the wreath hung on the front door signifies the celebrations taking place inside, giving a cheerful welcome to visitors.





Christmas is the time too, when many folk place wreaths on the graves of loved ones, the circle of greenery symbolically linking the dead to the living.  In the past, evergreen foliage at a season of dying foliage, also signified everlasting life, whilst the soul was protected by the circle.  Remembrance Day wreaths of red poppies carry on the memories of lost generations of world wars.


Garlands of willow and olive foliage with lotus flowers and berries were found in Tutenkhamen’s tomb.  As with many ancient traditions, symbolism and decoration become closely entwined.  Early Christians though, dismissed the use of wreaths as ‘paganism’.  These ‘pagans’ considered the bringing of greenery into the house as a way of protecting life with something that was ‘everlasting’.  This was necessary for fighting evil.  Box, laurel, holly, ivy, bay and pine twigs were all favoured.





The wreath as a symbol of life itself, is only one aspect in its past usage.  Most folk will know about Ceasar’s crown of laurel.  Similar headgear was used to honour Olympiads, war heroes, and poets.  Both Greek and Romans used wreaths to mark achievements, to represent everlasting life, wealth, and honour.  The golden wreath of oak was the highest accolade achieved by a Roman soldier.  Scholars through the ages, have been awarded a bacca laureate – a Bachelor of Arts or Science.  Even the modern Poet Laureate is a reflection of the laurel crowned poets of the classical world.





Taking this honour further is the symbolism of circles as tokens of friendship and love.  Wedding rings, layers in the wedding cake, floral hoops, the bride’s head-dress – are all examples.  This is probably the reason why most of us hang wreaths today – they represent friendship, and are welcoming and embracing circles of celebration.





Wreath making has expanded from the traditional evergreen foliage of conifers and holly, to cover a vast range of materials , depending on what is being celebrated and where it is to be displayed.  Other plant material that might be used could be rosemary or artemsia for a scented effect; magnolia or Portuguese laurel; gilded oak; eleagnus or even bay if it grows well enough.  Or forget plants and go for duck feathers or copper wire!  The plant leaves are traditionally threaded onto a moss/wire backbone.  This surface allows moisture retention and will give a longer life to the display where natural living materials are used.  Again though, ‘backbones’ can vary from straw rolls to vines to oasis and everything in-between.   





And then there are the decorations – seedheads- exotic or local; flowers- fresh, dried or silk; berries like rosehips or holly or even crab apples; nuts- brazil to walnut!;  fruit- often tropical, like pomegranates; spices or more strangely,  feathers, chilli peppers,  seashells, tinsel or fungus. Reading any book on wreath making really is an eye-opener – there is even one with a model rocking horse in it!  I am still pondering on the symbolism of this one!





Well, that’s a synopsis of the whys, whats and whens of wreaths – you now know why wreaths are hung up, when you should hang them, and what they can be made of.  All that remains to be told is Where? – Where can you find out more?  Come along to the Holly Festival at Drum Castle on December 15/16th.  We’ll be demonstrating how to make holly wreaths and there are D.I.Y. kits for the intrepid as well as a range of accessories for adding to wreaths or table arrangements.





And, as you sup your mulled wine and nibble your roast chestnuts, you can browse for last minute gifts amongst the traditional craft stalls in the courtyard, join in the international singing round the Christmas tree, part with your pennies at the charity stalls – this year in aid of Drumoak Brownies and the Blue Peter Appeal and at 4.15pm join in the candlelit procession.  Children under eight can listen to the storytelling with puppets in the Brewhouse Cellar.  Come and enjoy a truly Christmas atmosphere.





If you can’t make these dates, but would like a high quality wreath or a bunch of luxurious foliage, please let us know(01330 811406). If you  wuld like to volunteer to help make the wreaths, please join us in the Education Room from December3rd.10am to 3pm.





See you there and have a Happy Christmas!


Diana Robertson


Head Gardner
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The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness has this year been particularly mellow and fruitful! Some of the late Autumn colours have been absolutely spectacular, and I believe global warming is being proposed as a possible cause of our somewhat warmer and more colourful season. Who knows what the effect of this will be over the next few decades, and whether all our various individual and collective efforts to reduce harm to our protective ozone layer will make a significant difference – some recent reports I believe suggest that the ozone hole may be reducing in size. 





One medical concern of the threat to the protective effect of the world’s ozone layer was the possibility of an increase in the risk of skin diseases related to UV damage, including some kinds of skin cancers, so any reversal of the Ozone depletion would be very welcome. Sometimes it is hard to be convinced of ‘global warming’ living here in the North-east but we must believe the scientists – after all it was not that long ago that a deep brown suntan was seen as an external sign of rude good health! 





Doctors are also doing our bit to reduce usage of chemicals which are potentially harmful to ozone, as we are prescribing asthma/bronchitis inhalers now with a new kind of propellant which is CFC-free. 





Medically speaking we are completing the ‘flu vaccination programme for this year and hopefully  this will have the desired effect of reducing problems in those most susceptible. There has been notification recently that as from next year the childrens’ preschool booster vaccine will contain a pertussis   (whooping cough) booster as a new move to try to stem the increase in     the number of cases of this most unpleasant infection. Your surgery will have details of this. There are no other major medical news items of general interest at the present time … and so far I am surprised not to have seen any Harry Potter – inspired broomstick injuries !


Best wishes,





Dr DCM Harris
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Drumoak School 





The school hosted their annual Book Fair at the beginning of November and did amazingly well. Over £500 worth of books sold to parents and friends meant a terrific 55% commission for the school, taken in books to boost our library and pleasure reading resources.





Also in November, the school received an unexpected gift of 500 paper books, which an ex-parent had won in a competition. She nominated Drumoak School to receive the prize and we were delighted to accept them. So all in all, our pupils have every reason to be good readers !





On 15th November our P3-Is visited Woodend Barn for a special school concert given by Caledonia Brass, a quintet of teachers who had put together an excellent variety of music from classical through to jazz. It was a well-chosen programme and the children thought that the tuba made great sounds!





Another expressive arts experience was the visit on the 19th November by a small theatre group who performed "Scrooge" in our school hall. On a previous occasion, the pupils watched scenes from Dickens and thoroughly enjoyed the stories, so the story of Scrooge was ideal as Christmas draws closer.





The children are all beginning to feel the growing excitement of the Christmas season and, along with the story of Christ's birth told through our Nativity concert called "Rock Around The Flock", we shall soon be knee deep in glitter, calendars, cards and decorations


 ~ Happy Christmas to everyone~ 


Pat James


Head Teacher








DURRIS PRIMARY SCHOOL AND CROSSROADS NURSERY





We have a busy schedule up to Christmas with a mixture of hard work, activities and visits planned.





Our new children, both at Nursery and Primary 1 have settled down really well and have come back after the October break confident and ready to settle back into the now familiar routine.





The foreign coins we collected for McMillan Cancer Relief await collection and we are eagerly anticipating the arrival of our tea towel, covered with drawings of ourselves. which should arrive by the end of November.





The Nursery have invited Drumoak & Durris Friendship Group to come and listen to their songs over a cup of tea and the children are looking forward to the visit of some real owls !





On the staff in-service day the swimmers in school are going to Dundee swimming pool and later on in the month they take part in the Stewart Gala competing against Drumoak, Crathes and Strachan at -Aboyne. The photographer is coming to take all the children both at the Nursery and School and we are holding a book fair at the end of the month with any profits being taken in books.





Parent interviews are scheduled for this month with individual appointments for each child so parents and teachers can discuss the progress the children are making.





Nursery are holding an open morning on November 28th for all children who will be 4 between 1st March 2002 and 28th February 2003. Coffee will be served afterwards so parents can meet Mrs Washington, the Nursery teacher.





The Nursery and Primary 1&2 are going to Aberdeen to the Lemon Tree to see the "Gruffalo" and Christmas celebrations in the Nursery include an Nativity "Whoops-a-Daisy Angel"' and a party while the school will holding their annual carol service in Durris Church and their Christmas Party in Kirkton Hall.





After Christmas the whole school are going to see the ballet "The Snowman" at His Majesty's Theatre.


Sandra Horrocks 


Head Teacher





Drumoak and Durris Playgroup, Toddler, and Bumps and Baby groups.





The Crossroads pre-school centre,  provides excellent indoor and outdoor facilities for the local community in three categories:- Playgroup (3 and 4 years) Toddler Group (18 months to 3 years) and Bumps and Baby Group.





There are a very limited number of vacancies in each group. Please call either Gwen (01330) 811375 or Stephanie (01330) 811465 for more information.





Thank You!!


To the 130 people who attended our fundraising dance in Kirkton Hall; to the donators of the many raffle prises and to the mums who helped with the catering etc. The nursery funds are now almost £1000 better off as a result - and everyone had a very enjoyable evening.


Helen White


Administrator
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Adult Education Classes





Programmes for the forthcoming term for all Adult Education classes continue as described in our previous issue. If you would like to know more please contact    


Julie Cheesewright (01330) 825966





Over 50s Winter Programme





The programme contains classes in Art, French conversation, and various Computing courses. Many are suitable for complete beginners. Further information will be published in the PIPER on January 3rd. 





For further information  please contact:-       


Ann O’Malley (01330) 825 966
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Drumoak and Durris WRI branches meet on the second Monday of  each month (excluding July and August). at 7.30p.m. prompt 





The Drumoak Branch meets in the small hall at the rear of Drumoak Public Hall. The Durris Branch meets in the Kirkton Hall 





Throughout the season, a variety of demonstrations, talks, and entertainment is on hand and all female members of the community and surrounding area are welcome to join us.  





At each meeting there are usually 2 competitions to be judged and points earned for the year.  At our 'Open Night' in March there are 6 different subjects.   


 Next Meetings;-


Drumoak


Monday   10th December 	


        Christmas Crafts


Monday 14th January


       Members Night (Haggis Neeps & Tatties)


Lena Sim ~ Drumoak Branch Secretary


Durris


Monday   10th December 	


          76th Birthday Inchmarlo Golf Centre


Monday 14th January


         Burns Nicht Entertainment - Mr Sandy Reid


Patricia Law ~ Durris Branch Secretary 





Youth Groups





1st Drumoak Scout Group


Scouting for All 





Currently The Scout Troop is small in number but big in heart as their performance at the Area Unihoc Tournament at Stonehaven on Sunday 18th November showed when a vastly outweighed foursome with a little help from a young lady scout from Portlethen won second place in the senior league against considerably weightier and older opposition. Those involved were Christopher Booth, Andrew Fowler, Adam Hopkins and Tom Fegen ably assisted by Ashley  from Portlethen.


The group at large has two sections being the Cub Scout Pack and the Scout Troop but it is hoped that a Beaver Cub Section will get underway at the turn of the year or if at all possible its first meeting, depending on numbers, will be held in December so that it can get away to a flying start in 2002.





It is also hoped to open up all sections to girls a well as boys, subject to recruiting female leaders to help with running the two already established sections.





There will be a massive change in the organisation of the Scout Section throughout the U.K. being put in place in 2002 when the Troop as it currently exists will be changed to accommodate the older members by the creation of an Explorer Scout Section, very akin to Senior Scouts of days gone bye.





At the moment both the Cubs and Scouts generally meet at the Drumoak Village Hall on Fridays during school term with full details being available from those contacts given below.





New members for any of the established sections will be made very welcome and once fuller details of the new Explorer Section have been published we can get our teeth into this new challenge too .





If you feel you can help run the sections your efforts will be very much appreciated by the Scouts, Cubs, Beavers and in due course Explorer Scouts and the existing Uniformed Scouters. Now is an appropriate time to thank Mark Hagger for his contribution to both the Cub and Scout Sections over the last few years, thanks Mark.





Scouts ;Ian Pirie 01330811348 Cubs; Ian Fegen 01330811840 Beavers; Kathleen and Louise Murray 01330820356 The Group Executive Chairman; Tom Taylor 01330811508





Help us to help the younger members of the community by becoming involved at whatever level of commitment you can spare.


Ian Pirie








1st DRUMOAK BROWNIES


We have 15 brownies at present. aged between 7 and 10 years, with room for plenty more We meet in the Church Hall , every Tuesday between 5-30 and 7-00 p.m.





The Brownies are having a stall at the Holly Festival in Drum Castle on the 15th and 16th December, the money raised will be shared between Brownies and the Blue Peter Appeal.





Due to family commitments, our Snowy Owl (Jeanette Smith) had to leave Brownies in November. I am sure all the Brownies past and present would like to thank Jeanette for all her help and guidance Fortunately. Karen Massie has agreed to become our new Snowy Owl in January - - Welcome Karen We are also lucky to have two new young leaders Amanda Fowiie and Donna Duguid, who will be a great asset to the Brownies.


If anyone would like more information about Brownies, please call Janet Donaldson on Drumoak 811274





GUIDES 


Unfortunately, the Drumoak Guides have had to stop meeting due to lack of numbers.


If, in the future there was enough interest it may be possible to re-establish the Guides. Please give Kirsty Donaldson a call on Drumoak 811274 if you would like more information The Guide age group is 10 - 14. 
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Tony Hilton, is chairman of the new Drumoak Public Hall committee. He told the Newsletter about some of the future plans for the hall that the committee have been discussing.





One of their early (and easier) tasks is to provide better signs for the hall and ensure parking on the main road is discouraged. 


Their first major challenge will be to have the roof re-slated. This is likely to cost around £25000.  Thereafter they will turn their attention to internal refurbishment to bring it up to modern standards such as  Disabled access and toilets. Showers, upgraded kitchen, and improved lighting and heating.





Financing these improvements will be a major challenge, and the committee are already investigating sources of funding through local authority, Scottish Executive and lottery grants. 





The hall is already utilised quite well most evenings, and it is hoped that even more use will be made of it as the facilities are improved. Its also a great place for private functions and parties, so if you have one in mind contact     Sally Wight 01330 811 160





We wish them all success with their plans.


Meanwhile in case you are wondering what to do to see the New Year in 


Drumoak Hall     Hogmanay Dance


Kirkton Hall        Hogmanay Dance 


Bowling Club      Family Hogmanay Party


Drumoak Durris & Crathes


Bowling Club





The winter season’s indoor bowling is now in full swing with good attendances.





The social activities are also busy, and a large crowd enjoyed the recent concert given by Harold and Friends. Grateful thanks to all of those who gave their support.





Plans are advancing for a Family Hogmanay Party in the Pavilion on 31st December.  Bring your own refreshments. Tickets (£3.00 adults £1.00 children) are available from committee members - or pay at the door.


~ Seasons greetings to all ~


Bill Abernethy 


President


Local Enterprises





Readers will be forgiven for thinking that Drumoak is just a dormitory,  a pleasant place in the country from which to commute to their busy lives in Aberdeen, but there is more business going on in Drumoak than our commuters might think. The Newsletter will focus on some of the local businesses that help to give our area its character and contribute to its economic wellbeing over the next few issues. 





Dee Valley Caravans


Tucked away in the former Park railway station yard is a very successful long established family business that wins UK awards, and does much to bring visitors to Royal Deeside. Few people outwith the caravan fraternity will be aware of the business, apart from dog walkers on the Glebe circuit,  but many will have seen its immaculate trucks on the road  and perhaps wondered about the Land Rovers with  “Dealer of the Year”  signs on them.





Talk to the founder of the business, Peter Garioch, and you find a quiet unassuming man who believes in quality and service and the reputation of satisfied customers provides business growth  rather than flashy advertising. Over the years this truism has borne much fruit and people come from all over Britain to Dee Valley Caravans and their caravan parks, both to buy their leisure vehicles and to enjoy the beauty of Deeside mirrored in their immaculate caravan parks.


Peter, a Deeside native, started the business back in 1966,  riding on the success of his first sale of a caravan. At that time the old Deeside Railway had been closed and he bought the station and its yard to convert it into a caravan park.





Diversification saw the conversion of the old station master’s house into the Irvine Arms with Peter as the founding landlord.  But a landlord’s life was soon found incompatible with the demands of his beloved caravans,  and he sold it. 





Today, Dee Valley Caravans in Drumoak sell hundreds of caravans each year and service many more - the Dealer of the Year award doesn’t come easily.





Their caravan parks at Drumoak Banchory and Aboyne provide leisure facilities for 300 caravans and in a good summer are usually full.  Foreign visitors in particular compliment them on the standard of their facilities and this year the Aboyne site won the coveted Gold Award. 





This is very much a hard working family business with Peter, his wife Alice and son Ian, playing a large part in it. In addition, the business gives employment to 12 people, looking after caravan parks,  selling caravans, driving lorries and so forth.





Peter firmly believes that he made the correct decision when he moved to Drumoak all those years ago and looks forward to the next 35 years.  We wish them continuing success!
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The AGM has been postponed due to other commitments. It will now be held on 16th January at 7.30pm in Durris School.





CDDCC Community Grants


The Community Council have a small budget from which a number of grants are made for community activities. This year these were


Drumoak Church - contribution towards publishing the Newsletter               £200


Drumoak School - donation towards the purchase of a digital camera           £100


Drumoak Scouts  donation to help start up the Beavers			        £ 50


Crathes Hall Committee  donation for purchase of door mats                   £100


Crathes School Swimming Club      £ 50


Friends of Durris Forest towards the repair of Kirkton Bridge    		         £100





Park Bridge


CDDCC have been drawing attention to the poor state of the road surface on the bridge. A large proportion of the asphalt surface has been worn off leaving the decking timber exposed. This is potentially very hazardous in wet and icy conditions.  The response of the Roads Department to date has been unimpressive, and CDDCC will be pressing for further action. In the meantime:-





CDDCC would urge all users of the bridge to take great care in crossing it particularly at the Durris end.





Park Quarry 


In our last issue we reported that the Scottish Executive Reporter had decided that the hearing of Chap Quarries’ appeal against the Council’s decision to refuse their application to extend the quarry west of Park Bridge Road should be by Public Enquiry.





Recently the Reporter wrote to inform us that Chap have now withdrawn their appeal. CDDCC’s representations  and the Council’s decision would therefore seem to be vindicated.





In the meantime, those who keep an eye on quarry activities report that Chap have been making some progress with reinstatement in the area near Keith’s Tower.





It is early days yet. This particular battle may have been won - but further applications cannot be ruled out.





60 Additional Houses in Drumoak


The decision, on the outline planning permission for  these, currently awaits the Council’s approval of the amendments to the new Consolidated Aberdeenshire Local Plan (CALP). This should happen early in the new year.





Brodie Countryfare


In the last issue we reported that this application was on hold following many objections on the quality of the Retail Impact Assessment (RIA) study which the Council had demanded to ensure that the proposed development would have no seriously adverse impact on existing local businesses.





The developer has now presented a revised study, and the council have decided to hold a public hearing on the case in Drumoak Public Hall on Tuesday 18th December at 2.00 pm. This will be preceded by a site inspection aat 12.00 noon.





CDDCC will be making representations at the hearing. They will be addressing amongst other things- the extent of popular support for the development; the significance of the breaches of the CALP planning principles so recently created; and the reliability of the RIA.





Should anyone else wish to make formal representation at the hearing, either for or against the development, they need  to notify the council in writing 10 day prior ie before 8th December. The address is:- 





Mr Stephen Marshall, Area Committee Officer, Kincardine and Mearns, Viewmount, Arduthie Road, Stonehaven AB39 2DQ  





Meikle Carewe Wind Farm


 This long drawn out application has now progressed to the point of deferment pending a site visit by Area Committee councillors. 





Footpaths


Aberdeenshire Council have recently constructed a small footpath from Drumoak Post Office to Deeview Gardens. This, together with the CDDCC Glebe footpath, now provides safe pedestrian access all the way to the Keith’s Muir.





The Glebe path project has been viewed as a great success by Aberdeenshire Council’s Countryside Access Group, and could become a yardstick for similar ventures. The current Land Reform legislation going through the Scottish Parliament also stresses the need for local authorities to provide core paths to facilitate land access.  In this respect community councils are likely to play a key role in identifying existing footpaths, rights of way and potential core paths.





CDDCC will be considering how best to tackle such a task shortly, but it is clear that help will be needed with this task. Anyone who would like to help should contact Mark Hagger (811328) or Donald Keith (811 763)





CDDCC Elections


The current Community Councillors will be standing down at the AGM on 16th January and new councillors will be needed to carry on the community council’s tasks.  As it is there are also vacancies in each area Crathes Drumoak and Durris and it will be essential that more people come forward to help.





Can you spare a little time  to come to a meeting every six weeks? Do you care for the community and its environment?


Then come along to the AGM on 16th January. No previous experience is required, and you will gain a fascinating insight into local affairs.





Durris Forest


The long saga of the Highland Experience off road driving is drawing to an end and the much reduced operations should cease at the year end.





Editor :- This just goes to show what a community can do when its environment is threatened. In hindsight the planning application was a blessing in disguise, for without it perhaps the great achievements of Friends of Durris Forests might never have got off the ground. The FDF newsletter enclosed is a great advertisement for CAN DO spirit.
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This is the time of year when we all have to be more vigilant against home burglary. Grampian Police are offering a free home security survey and anyone who wishes to have their home surveyed can phone the Banchory Police on 01330822252 who will arrange for this to be done.





It now gets dark around 3.30pm and householders, especially those who are out at work or picking up children from school, are reminded to set timer switches to lamps or leave some lights on to stop your house from looking vulnerable and an easy target for thieves. Remember criminals are predators - always alert and are looking for any house that seems unoccupied and an easy target.





The good news is that housebreaking is down by 49%. Let us keep it that way by being vigilant and neighbourly and pass any information on suspicious "goings on" to either myself on 01330 811879 or directly to Banchory Police Station- 01330 822252 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 





Remember that we only get the service from the police that we deserve and with our co-operation they can fight crime quicker and more effectively to give us more protection.





A word about Special Constables. The police are always looking for volunteers to act as Special Constables. If you are interested and are aged between 18 and 60 years old please contact the Banchory Police Station for more information.





Finally, the usual Christmas message


If Driving ~


Watch Your Speed!


If Partying~


Don't Drink and Drive - Order a Taxi'


If Going Out~


Lock Up - Leave Lights On - L
