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Crathes & Durris Planning Bids 
 
Crathes 
 
Dunecht Estates via their agents Rydens have 
proposed to develop a further 7.38 hectares of land 
opposite the site of 45 houses already in an advanced 
planning stage. The proposed area will accommodate 
some 180 houses bringing the potential expansion of 
the Crathes community to 225 housing units. Agent 
Ryden’s Indicative Master Plan for the site is shown 
below:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
  
 
 
Kirkton of Durris 
 
In the past, a proposal to add significantly to the 
Kirkton’s housing area was removed from the then 
local plan. Dunecht Estates have now resurrected 
this proposal, and the plan opposite shows agent 
Ryden’s Indicative Master Plan.   
 
The site is some 3.38 hectares which could 
accommodate some 80 houses using the criteria of 
25 houses per hectare.  
 
 
 
 
 
Woodlands of Durris  
 
Dunecht Estates. through their agents Ryden, have 
reconfirmed their plans for further development. 
These were already included in the previous 2006 
Local Plan, and are currently well advanced for 
planning approval once a section 75 agreement is 
concluded  
 
 
 
 

Area already in Local Plan 

New Development bid 
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Drumoak Planning Bids  

 The above plan is Drumoak Development Bid by Stewart Milne. Casual inspection shows that the additional 
housing will double the size of the Drumoak community. The plan shows 22.89 hectares of land devoted to 
residential housing and 6.49 hectares of land designated for a primary school, cemetery and recreational 
extensions, commercial/local shopping, business and allotments.  The good news in the above bid is that the 
areas for the proposed primary school and the cemetery extension have also been submitted as individual 
bids by Aberdeenshire Council. With a typical housing density of some 25 per hectare, we might expect say 
550 to 600 additional housing unit.  With such a large increase in population, these vital infrastructure projects 
will be needed to cope for both ends of the age spectrum. 
 
 
Park   
 
Strutt & Parker, as agents for an unknown developer, have lodged 
this development bid for six houses on a site immediately west of the 
Drumoak Public Hall.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
East Mains of Drum  
 
This is not the only plan proposed for 
the Drumoak area. SSPCA own 30.5 
hectares of land formerly part of the 
East Mains of Drum, and through their 
agents Rydens have proposed to 
develop two sites 25 houses at the 
Drum crossroads and 12 near Drum 
Station Yard.  
 
 
 
 

Land owned by 
SSPCA 

Land Proposed for 
Housing Development 

25 Houses 

12 Houses 



C

Park ECO Village 
 
Chap, through their agents, Halliday Fraser Munro, have presented a development bid to create a new 
“ECO”  village on the site of their Park Quarry and surrounding fields which, in the bid, they state they own. 
The total area of the combined quarry and adjoining fields is 100 hectares. Using a rural density of some 20 
– 25 houses to the hectare, the site should accommodate the planned 2000 houses together with business 
areas, school, recreation facilities, shopping and other infrastructure requirements to make this proposed 
new village an independent sustainable entity. 
 
The bid statement contains very few specific details of the bid such as housing and road layouts, however it 
does indicate a number of items that the developer will provide such as  

 
·  Individual neighbourhoods built as home zones with networks of pedestrian routes built round a 

grid-iron network of paths, courtyards and streets 
·  Village centre with a “village green” and containing the school, shop and community facilities. 
·  High energy saving house designs using Ground Source Heat, solar, and possibly wind power. 
·  Park Bridge downgraded to pedestrian/cycle use and a replacement bridge built to access the 

new village from the North. 
·  Upgrade part of South Deeside Road Park Quarry to Dee bridge at Camphill  

 
The only detail as to the extent of the proposed site is from an aerial photograph which does not show the 
entire site. The views below are taken from a Chap brochures.the extent of the ECO Village site is outlined 
in white  
 
           
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
          
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
The Drumoak – Eco Village Relationship 
 
If all the development bids of Drumoak and the ECO Village were 
approved, this would create a combined settlement of over 3000 
homes and would pave the way for a corridor of development 
down Station Road over the proposed new bridge to remove the 
separation between both settlements, effectively creating a new 
town at the gateway to Royal Deeside. Indeed Chap’s literature 
openly compares the ECO village to Ballater both in the context of 
its geographical position by the river, its town planning and house 
designs. 
 
The question is do we really need a future new town  in Lower 
Deeside? If so, does the Planning Authority and our  
councillors have the skill and determination to del iver a town 
like Ballater to preserve our environmental landsca pe and not 
a shambles like we have seen at Elrick? 
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Banchory Leggart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Banchory Leggart Estate is the nearest green belt estate to the City of Aberdeen and is now 
proposed as a development bid by Edimore and Banchory Leggart Estates. Prior to this proposal 
50 hectares of the land between the B9077 and the River Dee has been sold to Robert Gordon 
University, who have also submitted a development bid through their agent Paul & Williamson to 
develop the site for education research and recreational purposes. (K58) The remainder of the 
estate- some 550 hectares-  is proposed for a number of developments including:- 

·  35     hectare high quality business park 
·  360   hectare regional country park 
·  3000 houses 
·  Primary school 
·  Secondary school 
·  Park and Ride facilities 
·  Community facilities 
·  Possibly a Medical Centre 

 
Considering the location of the site which is next door to the largest employment area, namely the 
City of Aberdeen, and the many incremental benefits it will provide in infrastructure particularly the 
potential debottlenecking of the Bridge of Dee, this development must rank exceptionally high in 
terms of sustainability.  The development proposal is detailed and convincing. 
 
If one further considers the proposed housing developments at Portlethen and possibly Blairs it would 
seem that these projects might well be able to cope with future housing demand well into 2017. 
Furthermore all these sites satisfy the basic North - South development corridor strategy.   Under 
these circumstances it would seem that the major developments proposed in Crathes and in our 
Drumoak-Durris Parish should be put on hold until the demand is proven. 

K 58 - Robert Gordon University 

K121 - Edimore & 
Banchory Leggart 
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Approx location of roads for 
orientation purposes only 


